SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO DPI SAMPLE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION FORMS IN RESPONSE TO 

REVISIONS IN STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2006
Notices (General):

· To document whether parents have been provided with a copy of their procedural safeguard rights once a year and upon initial referral for evaluation or parent request for evaluation appropriate statements with check boxes have been added  [115.792(3)(b)].

· All required notices have eliminated the language related to informing parents at the beginning of any IEP meeting of their right to more time and a copy of their child’s evaluation report since notices are no longer required to include this language  [115.792(2)(i) and 115.78(4) are repealed].

· Various terms and language have been updated to reflect the new terms and language used in the statute (e.g., the word ‘assessments’ for the word ‘tests’).

Notices (Related to Evaluations):
· References to the 15-business day timeline a LEA has in which to complete the review of existing information and notify parents of whether additional assessments may be needed have been incorporated in the appropriate notices.  Space has been provided for LEAs to record the date by which parents will be sent notification of the determination [115.777(3)(e)].  (Note: Business day means Monday through Friday, except for Federal and State holidays).
· References to the 90-day timeline have been replaced with the 60-day timeline for completion of evaluation  [115.78(3)(a)].  (Note:  Day means calendar day unless otherwise indicated as business day or school day).
· Language has been added to clarify that the IEP team must meet to develop a child’s IEP and determine a placement within 30 days of a determination that the child is or continues to be a child with a disability  [115.78(3)(c)].

· References to informing parents of the qualifications of the individuals conducting tests as part of an evaluation have been eliminated since this is no longer required.  However, parents must continue to be informed of the names of the individuals, when known, who will conduct tests  [115.782(1)(a)].

· References to participant summary of findings have been eliminated since participant summary of findings are no longer required  [115.782(2)(e) is repealed and 115.782(3)(b) has been amended].
· Prompts and space have been added to document when and how parents participated in the determination of whether additional assessments were needed  [115.782(2)(b)].
· Space to record when the LEA receives parent consent for evaluation has been added so the 60-day timeline can be tracked  [115.78(3)(a)].

Notice (Related to Placement):

· For an initial placement language has been added to clarify the effect of a parent’s refusal to consent to the initial provision of special education and related services [115.79(2)].
Extension of Time Requests to Complete Evaluation:

· Except for students transferring between LEAs during the course of an evaluation, extensions of time to complete evaluations are no longer allowed.  As such the forms requesting an extension of time have been eliminated  [115.78(3)(b)].  The language for requesting the DPI for an extension of time has been repealed [old 115.78(3)(c)].

Sixty-Day Timeline Exception:

· The 60-day timeline in which to determine if a child is a child with a disability does not apply to the LEA if the child’s parent repeatedly fails or refuses to produce the child for the evaluation  [115.78(3)(b)2.].  LEAs should document their attempts to evaluate the child when the child’s parent fails or refuses to produce the child for the evaluation.

Evaluation Report Forms:

· References to participant summary of findings have been eliminated since participant summary of findings are no longer required  [115.782(2)(e) is repealed and 115.782(3)(b) has been amended].

· Recommendations for a child found not to be a child with a disability has been eliminated  [115.782(3)(c) is repealed].
Invitation to IEP Meeting:

· References to when the parent and child rights statement needs to be provided have been revised  [115.792(3)(b)].

· The 14- and 16-year old distinction related to transition planning has been eliminated.  All transition requirements apply beginning at age 14  [115.787(2)(g)].
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· Statements related to informing parents of their rights to additional time and a copy of the evaluation report, and having to ask IEP team participants whether they need additional time or a copy of the evaluation report have been eliminated  [115.78(4) has been repealed, 115.782(3)(b) has been amended].

· The statement related to providing each IEP team participant with a copy of a summary of findings prepared by those individuals who conducted tests has been eliminated since participant summary of findings are no longer required [115.782(2)(e) has been repealed].

· Additional clarification has been added to indicate when districts must document good faith efforts to involve parents in IEP meetings.

Individualized Education Programs

· For children participating in alternate statewide or district wide assessments, language related to describing how the children will be assessed has been removed since this is no longer a requirement.  LEAs are now required to include a statement of why the child cannot participate in the regular assessment and why the particular alternate assessment selected is appropriate for the child  [115.787(2)(e)2.].

· The present level of educational performance has been replaced with present level of academic achievement and functional performance [115.787(2)(a)].

· Additional clarification has been added to identify when children will not be involved full-time in the general curriculum  [115.787(2)(d)].

· Language has been added to document whether children will be able to participate in extracurricular and nonacademic activities with nondisabled children  [115.787(2)(d)].

· Clarification related to when benchmarks and short term objectives are now required has been added  [115.787(2)(bm)].

· Procedures for informing parents of student progress toward achieving annual goals has been replaced with language to describe when reports of student progress will be provided to parents  [115.787(2)(h)2.].
· The 14- and 16-year old distinction related to transition planning has been eliminated.  All transition requirements apply beginning at age 14  [115.787(2)(g)].

· With regard to the summary of transition services language has been removed to eliminate redundancy.  Also removed was language related to inviting outside agencies and having to include a statement of interagency responsibilities or linkages since this is no longer explicitly required  [115.787(5)].
· Language has been modified to reflect that parents are to receive a copy of their child’s revised IEP when amendments are made  [115.787(4)(c)].
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