Summit on 21st Century Skills

Sample Participant Comments

Discussion Groups #1

“Ability to collaborate and work in a group is the most critical 21st century skill.”

“What is so engaging about computer games?  Can we apply this in education?”

“Is it up to the kids to connect the dots?  We do them a disservice when we don’t help them connect the dots.”

“The media in other countries don’t portray schools as negatively as we do.”

“One person can create an idea, but it takes 1,000 people to create the business.”

“Real world experience is very important and motivating.”

“It’s no longer easy to know what specific skills will be needed – the ability to adapt is essential.”

 “Strong communication skills are essential in the workplace.” 

“We need to start early to develop 21st century skills.  8th grade is too late.”

Discussion Groups #2

“We can learn from one another’s best efforts.”

“Provide ways for business and industry to tell their story to students.”

“We should always speak of post-secondary degrees rather than college degrees.”

“We need to learn from companies that are successful at recruiting good people.”

“Tell the Wisconsin story – use education as an asset.”

“The greater good is important for all.”

“We need more 20-somethings to return to our state.”

“Our goals must be clear and believable.”

“Economic development is key.  Milwaukee must lead the way.”

“Focus on what works.”

“Technology is making borders disappear.”
