Music in Wisconsin Schools


The growth of music in the overall school program during the last 20 years has been phenomenal.  This growth is attributable to many factors, including a clearer awareness that various art forms are a legitimate and valuable aspect of public education. 

Rationale


There are at least three fundamental reasons for including music in the curriculum.  First, music and the arts serve a particular domain of experience – the aesthetic.  The music aesthetic experience, which is unique in its domain, involves the direct perception of meaning through an aural image rather than through the medium of written language, discourse, mathematical formula, or other forms of expression.  The development of aesthetic sensitivity and awareness has been shown to enhance the quality of life both during school years and throughout later life.  Its importance as an avenue to self-realization has been affirmed by psychologists such as Rogers and Maslow.  


Secondly, music and the other arts are representations of the highest thoughts, achievements, and aspirations of humankind, and in them much of a culture’s customs, values, and beliefs are embedded.  Because of this, music and the arts are an important communication of a culture’s heritage.  However, unlike the messages of our other symbol systems such as math and language, music’s communication is of an abstract nature, and simple maturation and socialization cannot give a student the ability to grasp the implications of the shape of a melodic line or the intensity and release of the harmonic design.  The student must be taught to “read” this abstract symbol system in order to gain its import.  


Finally, and significantly, research has shown that the mind must have rich, sensory experiences if it is to develop to its highest potential.  Students who do not receive sensory stimulation such as that provided by music and the arts have been likened by educational researchers to youths who have sustained a degree of brain damage.  On the other hand, schooling in music and the arts has been shown to increase creativity and critical and divergent thinking.  Because of its abstract nature music can influence the development of the higher cognitive processes in ways not possible in other subject areas. 


The importance of music in the schooling of all students was recognized by the Wisconsin legislature in 1973 when standard (j) was enacted. 


Standard J.  Each school district shall:  Ensure that instruction in elementary and high schools in health, physical education, art, and music, is provided by qualified teachers.  

Rule


(j)4.  Music instruction shall be provided in accordance with a written comprehensive music curriculum including developmental experiences involving singing, playing instruments, listening, movement, creative expression, and music reading.  Music instruction shall be provided for all students in grades K-6 and shall be performed by or under the supervision of a Department certificated music teacher.  Music instruction including general music, vocal music, and instrumental music shall be available to all students in grades 7-12 and shall be taught by a Department certificated music teacher.  

Discussion


An important point of this standard is that music instruction must be based on a written, comprehensive curriculum.  Comprehensive means that it is to be a K-12 curriculum, correlated across the areas of general, choral, and instrumental music.  Curricula that show no connection between these areas in scope and sequence do not fit this definition.  


Another point is that developmental experiences must be included in this curriculum in all areas – general, choral, and instrumental.  In the new state curriculum guide these activities are subsumed under the performing, responding, and creating activities embodied in the Wisconsin Music Standards.

A third point in this standard of great importance in the maintenance of quality music education is that instruction must be by or under the supervision of a certified music teacher in K-6 and by a certified teacher in 7-12.  Many states have no such requirement.  This section of the standard is testimony to the foresightedness of Wisconsin legislators and to the dedication of Wisconsin music educators.  


The final sentence contains a fourth important point.  This means that at least one course in each area – general, choral, and instrumental – must be available to all 7-12 students in each grade.  Availability means that any student electing that course is to be accommodated.  For example, if a single student elects such a course, that student might be accommodated through individual work or through projects that do not entail daily class meetings, as long as the material covered and the student outcomes remained the same.  Computer assisted and/or computer-based courses are excellent means of making such courses available to students as well as for maximizing use of teacher time.  If the two general music courses for grades 7-8 are sequential, they should not be grade-specific.  For example, a student who has not taken a general music course in 7th grade should be able to elect that course in 8th grade.  


In grades 9-12 all students not enrolled in performing groups must have the opportunity to elect a general music course.  Therefore, such courses must be designed so that they would not be repetitive for a student who elected such a course each year in grades 9-12.

They need not be sequential and could include such courses as music theory, appreciation, theory, etc.  Again, any student electing such a course is to be accommodated.  


Standard K.  Develop a written, sequential curriculum plan that includes language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, health, computer literacy, environmental education, vocational education, physical education, art and music.  The plan shall specify objectives, course content and resources and shall include a program evaluation method.  

Rule

(k)

1. In this paragraph:

c. “Sequential curriculum plan” means an organized set of learning experiences that build upon previously acquired knowledge and skills. 

2. Each school district board shall develop, adopt and implement a written school district curriculum plan which includes the following:

a. A kindergarten through grade 12 sequential curriculum plan in each of the following subject areas: reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, health, computer literacy, environmental education, physical education, art and music.  

3. Each sequential curriculum plan shall specify objectives, course sequences, course content, resources and an allocation of instructional time by week, semester, and school term.  The school district board shall establish in the school district curriculum plan the allocation of instructional time, by week, semester, and school term, among all subject areas.  

4. Each sequential curriculum plan shall include a program evaluation method which provides a systematic, continuous and objective process of determining whether pupils attain the specified objectives.  Components of the sequential curriculum plan shall be monitored continuously and the overall program evaluation method shall be reviewed at least once every five years and revised as appropriate to ensure that pupils meet the curriculum objectives.  

5. The school district curriculum plan shall provide that: 

a. Computer literacy objectives and activities shall be integrated into the kindergarten through grade 12 sequential curriculum plans. 

b. Environmental education objectives and activities shall be integrated into the kindergarten through grade 12 sequential curriculum plans, with the greatest emphasis in art, health, science, and social studies education. 

Discussion


This standard requires districts to develop, implement, and monitor curriculum plans for 12 subject areas.  It also specifies the essential elements of the curriculum: objectives; course content; resources; an allocation of instruction time by week, semester, and term; and a program evaluation method.  By using the new state curriculum format each district would develop a sequential curriculum based on the Music Standards, including outcomes, course content, resources, and time allocations.  The program evaluation method must include the process for assessment of pupil achievement of the objectives.  In addition, computer literacy and environmental education are to be integrated into all curriculum areas.  With careful planning these two areas can be used to advantage in fostering student interest as well as achieving concept mastery in music.  


Standard L.  In the elementary grades, provide regular instruction in reading, language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, health, physical education, art and music.  


In grades 5- to 8, provide regular instruction in language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, health, physical education, art and music.  The school board shall also provide pupils with an introduction to career exploration and planning.  


In grades 9-12, provide access to an educational program that enables pupils each year to study English, social studies, mathematics, science, vocational education, foreign language, physical education, art and music.  In this subdivision, “access” means an opportunity to study through school district course offerings, independent study, cooperative educational service agencies or cooperative arrangements between school boards and post-secondary institutions.  


Beginning September 1, 1991, as part of the social studies curriculum, include instruction in the history, culture and tribal sovereignty of the federally recognized American Indian tribes and bands located in this state at least twice in the elementary grades and at least once in the high school grades. 

Rule

(1) Each school district board shall provide instruction as follows:


In grades kindergarten through 4, regular instruction shall be provided in reading, language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, health, physical education, art and music.  In this subdivision, “regular instruction” means instruction each week for the entire school term in sufficient frequency and length to achieve the objectives and allocation of instructional time identified in the curriculum plans developed and adopted under par. (k). 

(2) In grades 5 through 8 regular instruction shall be provided in reading, language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, physical education, health, art and music.  In this subdivision, “regular instruction” means instruction each week for the entire school term in sufficient frequency and length to achieve the objectives and allocation of instructional time identified in the curriculum plans developed and adopted under par. (k), except that in middle level formats which offer or require a variety of exploratory experiences for pupils, such as foreign language, business education, vocational agriculture, technology education, home economics education, and marketing education, regular instruction in health, art, and general music may be provided as follows: 

a. In grades 5 and 6 each week for the entire school term, or the equivalent in instructional time and course content, and in sufficient frequency and length to achieve the objectives and allocation of instructional time identified in the curriculum plans developed and adopted under par. (k). 

b. In grades 7 and 8, in sufficient frequency and length to achieve the objectives and allocation of instructional time identified in the curriculum plan developed and adopted under par. (k). 

(3) In grades 7 and 8, provide regular instruction in foreign language beginning in the 1994-95 school year.  In this subdivision regular instruction in foreign language means access to instruction in sufficient frequency and length to achieve the objectives and time allocations of a written, sequential curriculum plan in foreign language.  The foreign language curriculum shall follow the requirements of other curriculum documents required under par. (k). 

(5) An introduction to career exploration and planning, through a one semester course or the equivalent in instructional time and course content, shall be integrated within grades 5 through 8. 

(6) In grades 9 through 12, access shall be provided, without charge for tuition, to an education program which enables pupils each year to study English, social studies, mathematics, science, vocational education, foreign language, physical education, art and music.  The school district board shall make all courses as widely available to all pupils as possible; however an individual pupil’s scheduling conflict does not constitute denial of access to a course. 

Discussion


This standard deals with the conditions of regular instruction and essentially is a further specification of statute (j).  In grades K-6 it requires that music instruction be provided for all students at least once each week.  However, since some districts’ organizational patterns are different, provision is made for middle school schedules.  In middle schools, general music may be included in a nine-week exploratory block “equivalent in instructional time and course content”

 to the “each week for the entire school term” provision of the administrative rule for Standard L.  


As mentioned in the discussion of (j), each district must offer a non-repetitive general music course in grades 7-12 for those students who desire it.  Seventh and 8th grade courses may be sequential but, if so, not grade-specific.  Examples of high school courses could be music history, music appreciation, theory, etc.  Again, even a single student electing the course is to be accommodated. 

Frequently asked questions:

1. Q.
Who is to write the curriculum?

A. The curriculum committee, composed according to district policy.  The state Music Guide suggests the inclusion of teachers from all areas (general, choral and instrumental) and from all grade levels.  It also encourages input from administrators and community members. 

2. Q.
How is the writing to be done? 

A. Each district must find its own best way, but the suggestions in the Guide to Curriculum Planning and the Music Guide should be considered.  It is suggested that interested administrators and community members be given the opportunity for input.

3. Q.
Are the outcomes in the Music Standards mandated for all districts?

A. None of the concepts, outcomes, or activities is required.  They are intended only as suggestions and examples.  Each curriculum committee must determine the performance standards – outcomes, concepts, and activities – that best suit the needs, strengths, and expectations of its own district. 

4. Q.
May K-6 classroom teachers conduct music classes for the students in their own classrooms?

A. Yes, but only if a music teacher certified in general music is responsible for the supervision of the courses taught and if the written sequential music curriculum is being taught.  This implies, of course, sufficient inservice to enable the classroom teachers to be competent in music instruction and knowledgeable of the music curriculum.  There must be proof that the written sequential curriculum is being taught, that time is allotted for the necessary inservices, and that they actually take place.
5. Q.
Are there mandates for frequency and length of general music and performance classes in K-6?  7-12?

A. No.  The requirement is that they are of sufficient frequency and length to attain the courses’ objectives as specified in the curriculum.  The state recommendation for K-6 general music is for at least 90 minutes in three meetings.  The Guide states that “less than that amount of time raises the important question of viability of the music experience and of the teachers’ ability to effect music learning in the most reasonable way.”  Recommendations for performance classes are included in the Program Development subchapter.
6. Q.
How many general music courses must be available for 7-12?  

A. In grades 7-12 there must be a sufficient number of courses available so that a student choosing a general music course each year would not be required to repeat a course, or repeat it at the same level.  
7. Q.
Are general music and art required of all students in grades 7 or 8?

A. No.  No, but they must be offered as electives, and no students may be denied access.  

8. Q.
Which components of the sequential curriculum plan must be monitored continuously?

A. The objectives, resources, content, time allocations, and evaluation methods.  

9. Q.
What does “continuous monitoring” mean?

A. It means an ongoing examination of how the program is working.  If both program and student objectives have been attained, no curriculum revision may be indicated, but monitoring must continue.  

10. Q.
What should be included in an appropriate “program evaluation” method?

A. Program evaluation should answer the question, “To what extent are the stated curricular goals and objectives being met?”  It can take many forms.  The greater the diversity of the evaluation methods used, the greater the probability that the conclusions will be valid.  This implies the inclusion of some form of student assessment.  

11. Q.
Would a guitar or keyboard course fulfill one of the high school general music requirements?

A. Yes, if it included responding and creating activities in addition to skill development and if public performance is not a major course objective.  

For further information, contact Mel Pontious, Fine Arts Consultant, Department of Public Instruction, 125 South Webster Street, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI  53707, phone 608-267-5042; melvin.pontious@dpi.wi.gov.
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