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21st Century Skills Initiative Overview
Vision:  To ensure that the Wisconsin PK-16 educational system prepares students with the knowledge and skills needed for the 21st century workforce.
Summit Purpose:  To gain the perspective of business and commerce leaders on workforce needs and to engage the business community in defining 21st century skills which should be prioritized in the PK-16 education system.
Summit Participant’s Role:  Through small group discussions, participants will share information and provide responses to several focus questions:

· If you were to advise an 8th grade student in preparing him/her to work for your company 5-10 years from now, what are the skills, knowledge, and abilities you believe would be essential to develop?
· What are the 21st century skills that will sustain and grow a vibrant, global economy?
· What should be expected of today’s students so they can be effective citizens and leaders in our communities?
Competitive Wisconsin believes it should be our goal to produce and attract to the state an additional 170,000 individuals holding bachelor’s degrees and an additional 170,000 individuals holding graduate degrees by 2020.

· What are the strategies and actions on which business and education can collaborate to meet this goal and be educationally competitive? 

March 14th Summit Desired Outcomes and Future Direction:
· Business and commerce leaders will define their expectations for the PK-16 education system in relation to workforce readiness.
· Recommendations brought forward from business and commerce leaders will influence the revision of the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards and the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examinations.  
· The business/education partnership will be strengthened in Wisconsin as we work collaboratively to prepare Wisconsin students for the workforce and identify strategies for enhancing Wisconsin’s educational competitiveness.
