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Language List/Codes

For use in identifying “Native Language” (Field #15) for ACCESS for ELLs™ test booklets and Pre-ID labels.
We are moving from 2-digit alpha codes to 3-digit alpha and numeric codes to identify first/native languages of English language learners in Wisconsin schools.  The following list of language names and codes are from the Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL) on-line Ethnologue (15th Edition).  The codes used are from the most recent ISO (International Standardization Organization) draft edition (DIS=Draft International Standards).  We are using the most recent codes published (both online and in print) by (SIL) which are identified by “639-3.”  For more detailed information, go to:  www.ethnologue.com/ethno_docs/introduction.asp.   
Numeric codes are being used for non-language needs (e.g., “not on list” when the language being recorded does not appear on this list; or “Other South Asian” when the actual name of a language from India or surrounding countries is not known).

There are several ISO/DIS 639-3 codes for Hmong.  However, because currently in Wisconsin districts do not generally distinguish among the various Hmong languages (e.g., between “Blue/Green” Hmong and “White/Striped” Hmong) we will use the older ISO 639-2 code for Hmong (hmn).
To look for a language not on this list, go to:  www.ethnologue.com/site_search.asp.  It is sometimes important to note the region of the country where a language is spoken because there are often more than one with the same common name, but more than one actual language and accompanying code.  For an example, see the online reports for “Dinka” codes.  Instructions for reporting languages not appearing on the list below are included at the end of the list.
	Language

(with alternate names)
	ISO/DIS [639-3] Code
	Country
(NOT all-inclusive)

	Afar
	aar
	Ethiopia

	Afrikaans
	afk
	South Africa

	Akan (Asante, Asanti, Ashanti, Twi)
	aka
	Ghana; Ivory Coast

	Aklan
	akl
	Panay Is.; Philippines

	Albanian, Gheg (Kosovo)
	aln
	Albania; Bulgaria; Kosova Region; Macedonia; Serbia & Montenegro; USA

	Albanian, Tosk 
	als
	Albania; Greece; Turkey (Europe)

	American Sign Language
	ase
	USA

	Amharic
	amh
	Ethiopia

	Arabic, Standard
	arb
	Saudi Arabia; Middle East; North Africa

	Arabic, Sudanese Spoken (Khartoum Arabic)
	apd
	Sudan

	Armenian
	hye
	Armenia

	Asante, Asanti, Ashanti – See AKAN
	aka
	

	Assyrian, Neo-Aramaic
	aii
	Armenia; Georgia; Iran; Iraq; Turkey; Syria

	Azerbaijani, North
	azj
	Armenia; Azerbaijan

	Azerbaijani, South
	azb
	Iran

	Bacama (Bachama)
	bcy
	Nigeria

	Bahasa Indonesian – see INDONESIAN
	ind
	

	Bassa
	bsq
	Liberia; Sierre Leone

	Belarusan
	bel
	Belarus; Azerbaijan; Estonia; Kazakhstan; Kyrgyzstan; Latvia; Lithuania; Moldova; Poland; Russia (Europe); Tajikistan; Turkmenistan; Ukraine; Uzbekistan

	Bengali
	ben
	Bengal; India; Bangladesh

	Bosnian 
	bos
	Bosnia-Herzegovina

	Bulgarian
	bul
	Bulgaria; Greece; Moldavia; Romania, Serbia & Montenegro

	Burmese
	mya
	Myanmar (Burma)

	Cambodian – see KHMER
	khm
	Cambodia

	Cantonese – see CHINESE: YUE
	yue
	China

	Cebuano (Bisayan, Visayan)
	ceb
	Philippines

	Chamorro
	cha
	Guam; Northern Mariana Islands

	Chinese: Gan
	gan
	China

	Chinese: Hakka
	hak
	China

	Chinese: Mandarin
	cmn
	China

	Chinese: Min Nan (Southern Min, Minnan), (Taiwanese, Formosan)
	nan
	Taiwan; China; Brunai; Indonesia (Java & Bali); Malaysia (Peninsular); Philippines; Singapore; Thailand

	Chinese: Min Bei (Northern Min, Min Pei)
	mnp
	China; Singapore

	Chinese: Other (actual language name is unknown) – see OTHER CHINESE
	555
	China

	Chinese: Wu
	wuu
	China

	Chinese: Xiang (Hunan)
	hsn
	China

	Chinese: Yue (Cantonese)
	yue
	China

	Chippewa (Southwestern Ojibwa, Ojibwe, Ojibway)
	ciw
	USA: upper Michigan westward to North Dakota

	Chuukese (Chuuk, Truk, Trukese)
	chk
	Micronesia

	Croatian 
	hrv
	Bosnia & Herzegovina; Croatia; Hungary; Italy; Slovenia

	Crow
	cro
	USA: Southern Montana

	Czech
	ces
	Czech Republic

	Danish
	dan
	Denmark

	Dinka, Northeastern
	dip
	Sudan

	Dinka, Southwestern
	dik
	Sudan

	Dinka, Northwestern
	diw
	Sudan

	Dutch
	nld
	Netherlands

	English
	eng
	Canada; United Kingdom; United States

	Estonian
	est
	Estonia

	Farsi, Western (Persian, Parsi, Iranian)
	pes
	Iran; Iraq; Oman; Qatar; Tajikistan; United Arab Emirates

	Farsi, Eastern (Persian, Dari, Parsi)
	prs
	Afghanistan; Pakistan

	Filipino (Pilipino)
	fil
	Philippines

	Finnish
	fin
	Finland

	French
	fra
	France

	Fula – see FULFULDE, ADAMAWA – and – 

 PULAR
	fub  - or – 
fuf
	Note: which code is used will depend on the actual language – could be either of the two listed

	Fulani – see FULFULDE, ADAMAWA
	fub
	

	Fulfulde, Adamawa (Adamawa Fulani, Ful, Fula, Fulbe, Eastern Fulani, Fulfulde, Foulfoulde)
	fub
	Cameroon; Chad; Nigeria; Sudan

	Gaelic (Irish)
	gle
	Ireland

	Gaelic, Scots
	gla
	United Kingdom

	Ganda (Luganda)
	lug
	Uganda (note:  people are called “Baganda”)

	Georgian
	kat
	Georgia

	German
	deu
	Germany

	Gikuyu (Kikuyu, Gekoyo, Gigkuyu)
	kik
	Kenya

	Greek
	ell
	Greece

	Guaraní, Eastern Bolivian
	gui
	Bolivia

	Guaraní, Western Bolivian
	gnw
	Bolivia

	Guaraní, Mbyá
	gun
	Brazil; Paraguay

	Guaraní, Paraguayan
	gug
	Paraguay

	Gujarati
	guj
	India

	Haitian Creole French (Kreyol, Aiysyen)
	hat
	Haiti; Dominican Republic; Guadeloupe

	Hausa
	hau
	Nigeria

	Hebrew
	heb
	Israel

	Hindi
	hin
	India; Nepal

	Hmong 
	hmn
	USA; China; Laos; Thailand; Viet Nam

	Ho-Chunk (Winnebago, Hocak Wazijaci, Hocác, Hocank, Hochank)
	win
	USA: Central Wisconsin, Eastern Nebraska

	Hungarian
	hun
	Hungary

	Ibibio
	ibb
	Nigeria

	Icelandic (Íslenska)
	isl
	Iceland

	Igbo (Ibo)
	ibo
	Nigeria

	Ilocano (Iloko, Ilokano)
	ilo
	Philippines

	Indonesian (Bahasa Indonesian)
	ind
	Indonesia (Java and Bali)

	Italian
	ita
	Italy

	Iu Mien
	ium
	China; Laos; Thailand; Viet Nam

	Jamaican Creole English (Patwa, Patois)
	jam
	Jamaica; Costa Rica; Panama

	Japanese
	jpn
	Japan

	Kannada
	kan
	India

	Khmer (Cambodian)
	khm
	Cambodia; Viet Nam

	Khmu
	kjg
	Laos; China; Thailand; Viet Nam

	Kikuyu – see GIKUYU
	Kik
	Kenya

	Kirundi – see RUNDI
	run
	

	Konkani
	knn
	India

	Korean
	kor
	Korea

	Kosovo – See ALBANIAN/ GHEG ALBANIAN
	aln
	Albania; Bulgaria; Macedonia

	Kurdish, Central
	ckb
	Iraq

	Kurdish, Northern
	kmr
	Turkey

	Kurdish, Southern
	sdh
	Iran

	Lao
	lao
	Laos; Thailand

	Latvian
	lav
	Latvia

	Lithuanian
	lit
	Lithuania

	Maay
	ymm
	Somalia

	Macedonian
	mkd
	Macedonia; Albania; Bulgaria, Greece

	Malagasy, Bara
	bhr
	Madagascar

	Malagasy, Southern Betsimisaraka
	bjg
	Madagascar

	Malagasy, Northern Betsimisaraka
	bmm
	Madagascar

	Malagasy, Plateau
	plt
	Madagascar

	Malay
	mly
	Malaysia (Peninsular); Brunei; Indonesia (Sumatra); Singapore; Thailand 

	Malayalam
	mal
	India; Singapore

	Mandarin – see CHINESE: MANDARIN
	cmn
	

	Mangingo – see MANDINKA – and - MANYA
	mnk – or - mzj
	Note: which code is used will depend on the actual language – could be either of the two listed

	Mandinka (Manding, Mandingo, Mandingue, Mandique, Mande, Socé)
	mnk
	Senegal; Gambia; Guinea-Bissau

	Manya (Manya Kan, Mandingo)
	mzj
	Liberia; Guinea

	Maori
	mri
	New Zealand

	Marathi
	mar
	India

	Marshallese
	mah
	Marshall Islands

	Menominee, (Menomini)
	mez
	USA: Northeastern Wisconsin

	Mien – See IU MIEN
	
	

	Mixtec, Mixtepec (Eastern Juxtlahuaca Mixtec, Mixteco de San Juan Mixtepec - Distinct from other Mixtec)
	mix
	Mexico [Oaxaca, San Juan Mixtepec, about 2000 located in Tlaxiaco (district head), San Quintín valley, Baja California]

	Mohawk (Mohican)
	moh
	USA (Stockbridge- Munsee in Wisconsin)

	Mongolian, Halh (Halh, Khalkha Mongolian, Mongol, Central Mongolian)
	khk
	Mongolia; Russia (Asia)

	Navajo (Diné, Navaho)
	nav
	USA

	Ndebele
	nde
	Zimbabwe; Botswana

	Ndebele
	nbl
	South Africa

	Nepali
	nep
	Bhutan; India; Nepal

	Norwegian, Bokmål (Bokmål, Bokmaal, Norwegian)
	nob
	Norway

	Ojibwe – see Chippewa
	ciw
	

	Oneida
	one
	USA: Central New York, Eastern Wisconsin

	Oriya
	ori
	India, Bangledesh

	Other African
	111
	

	Other American Indian
	333
	

	Other Chinese
	555
	

	Other South Asian 
	777
	India; Pakistan; Sri Lanka

	Palauan
	pau
	Palau

	Pampangan
	pam
	Phillipines

	Persian – see FARSI, WESTERN – and – FARSI, EASTERN
	pes – or –

prs
	Note: which code is used will depend on the actual language – could be either of the two listed

	Polish
	pol
	Poland

	Pohnpeian
	pon
	Micronesia

	Portugese
	por
	Portugal; Brazil

	Potawatomi (Pottawotomi)
	pot
	Canada; USA: Southwestern and Northern Michigan, Northern Wisconsin, Northeastern Kansas

	Panjabi, Eastern (Punjabi, Gurmukhi, Gurumukhi)
	pan
	Punjab region of N.W. India

	Panjabi, Western
	pnb
	Pakistan, India

	Pular (Fuuta Jalon, Fulbe, Fulfulde Jalon, Futa Fula)
	fuf
	Guinea; Gambia; Guinea-Bissau; Mali; Senegal; Sierra Leone

	Quechua
	
	Bolivia; Columbia; Chile; Ecuador; Peru

	Romanian (Rumanian, Moldavian, Daco-Rumanian)
	ron


	Romania

	Rundi (Kirundi, Urundi)
	run
	Burundi; Rwanda; Tanzania; Uganda

	Russian
	rus
	Russia (Europe)

	Rwanda (Kinyarwanda)
	kin
	Rwanda

	Samoan
	smo
	Samoa; American Samoa

	Serbian 
	srp
	Albania; Bosnia & Herzegovina; Serbia & Montenegro; Macedonia; Romania; Russia (Europe); Turkey (Europe)

	Shona
	sna
	Zimbabwe, Botswana, Z

	Sikaiana
	sky
	Solomon Islands

	Sinhala (Sinhalese, Singhalese, Singhala, Cingalese)
	sin
	Sri Lanka; Singapore

	Slovak
	slk
	Slovakia; Hungary; Serbia & Montenegro

	Somali
	som
	Somalia

	Spanish
	spa
	Spain; Mexico; Central America; South America; USA

	Swahili (Kiswahili, Kisuaheli)
	swh
	Tanzania

	Swedish
	swe
	Sweden

	Tagalog 
	tgl
	Philippines

	Taiwanese – see CHINESE, MIN NAN
	nan
	Taiwan

	Tamil
	tam
	India

	Telugu
	tel
	India

	Thai
	tha
	Thailand

	Tibetan, Central
	bod
	China

	Tigrigna (Tigrinya, Tigray)
	tir
	Ethiopia; Eritrea

	Truk – see CHUUKESE
	chk
	Truk Islands; Caroline Islands

	Tswana (Chuana, Coana, Cuana, Setswana, Sechuana, Beetjuans)
	tsn
	Botswana; Namibia; South Africa; Zimbabwe

	Turkish
	tur
	Turkey (Asia)

	Twi – see AKAN
	aka
	

	Ukrainian
	ukr
	Ukraine

	Urdu
	urd
	India, Pakistan

	Vietnamese
	vie
	Viet Nam

	Visayan – see CEBUANO
	ceb
	

	Waray-Waray (Samareño, Samaran, Samar-Leyte, Waray, Binisaya)
	war
	Philippines

	Wolof, Gambia
	wof
	Gambia

	Wolof, Senegal
	wol
	Senegal

	Yapese
	yap
	Micronesia

	Yoruba
	yor
	Nigeria
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	Not on List: To Report a language not found on this list, please contact Tolu Sanabria at:  tolu.sanabria@dpi.state.wi.us 



