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Fair Funding Proposal

First year impact of Fair Funding 
for Our Future (fiscal year 2012-13) 

Holds the line on property taxes  
–  Statewide gross property tax decrease of    

18% with net property taxes holding 
steady 

All school districts see increased or same state 
school aid  

–  Statewide 93% of districts increase (394 of 
425)  

Provides transparency and truth in budgeting by 
moving SLTC into general school aids, ending 
the school funding shell game 

School funding formula incorporates both local 
property wealth and family income 

Other changes help rural, declining enrollment 
and negatively aided districts 



Categorical Aid Reforms




Categorical Aid Reforms


Every Child a Graduate Grants:


$20 million annual 
initiative funded 
through 
consolidation of 10 
existing categorical 
aids 

New competitive, multi-year grant targeted toward 
increasing graduation rates, reducing dropout rates  

Grant targeted toward districts with persistent graduation 
and/or dropout issues (i.e. lowest 5%) 

Districts must perform a needs assessment and agree to 
state-determined assurances 

Districts may submit a proposal that meets their local 
needs, but will be held accountable for state- and locally 
defined “on track” indicators, which include, but are not 
limited to credit deficiency/grades and attendance 

DPI will implement a variable funding model based on 
whether a district meets or misses “on track” indicators  



Choice and Charter Schools


Request funding necessary to support the Milwaukee 
Parental Choice Program (MPCP) and independent 
charter schools: 

MPCP (≈$22 million additional state funding)  
•  Re-estimate cost to fund MPCP consistent with current law providing per 

pupil payment increases equal to increase in public school revenue cap.  
•  Increase the state share of MPCP costs from 61.6% to 70% in FY 2012-13 

to protect Milwaukee taxpayers. 

Independent Charter Schools (≈$21.5 million additional state funding) 
•  Re-estimate cost to fund independent charter schools consistent with 

current law providing per pupil payment increases equal to increase in 
public school revenue cap. 


