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Congratulations! You have taken the first step toward running for a state office! 
 
This guide will provide you with essential information that you will need to know to become a state 
officer. The experience of running for state office is challenging and exciting, but not always easy. 
To be in the campaign arena with other state officer candidates, you must have determination, 
commitment, and be well prepared. 
  
Once in that arena, the next challenge is to get elected. You need to persuade the voting delegates at 
the Regional Leadership Conference (if you are running for a Regional Vice President position) or a 
the State Leadership Conference for other offices that you are the one for the job! The competition 
will be fierce. Other candidates will be equally determined, committed and prepared, but only one 
will be elected to each position. 
 
Preparing, campaigning, appropriate attire, speaking--all come together to form a learning experience 
you will use for the rest of your life. Campaigning gets in your blood and you may find yourself 
running for office again in your school, profession, association, or government. In other words, the 
experience itself is invaluable, even if you are not elected. Every candidate is a winner!  
 
You cannot become a state officer alone. You need the support and encouragement of many people.  
 

·  Your parents, school administrators, and especially your FBLA adviser need to be 
informed and support your effort. State officers and their local advisers attend several 
conferences and workshops, and should plan on missing 5 to 10 days of school during 
their term of office.  

·  Your local adviser approves and signs your application for state office and serves as your 
coach and guide through the entire process.  

·  Your local president and other local officers need to support your candidacy and rally 
behind your campaign.  

·  Your campaign manager is selected by you to help plan your election campaign. This 
person may introduce you at a general session of the SLC if you become a candidate. 

 
Earning a place with other state officer candidates is challenging, but you can make it if you try!  
By the way…it is fun!  Good luck !  
 

 
 
Jennifer Wegner 
FBLA State Adviser  
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