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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



DATE:
November 4, 2011
TO:
School Food Authorities (SFAs) Participating in the Wisconsin USDA Foods Program

FROM:
Laura Sime and Lynne Slack


Wisconsin USDA Foods Team

SUBJECT:
Availability of Additional USDA Foods through the Wisconsin USDA Foods Program

November 7, 2011 to November 11, 2011
As a result of School Year (SY) 2011-12 entitlement updates and recent USDA Foods cancellations, some SFAs have unspent/remaining SY 2011-12 (Program Year 2012) yearly entitlement dollars in the Wisconsin USDA Foods Internet Ordering System (for additional details regarding the SY 2011-12 entitlement updates, please refer to the previously mailed “Yearly Entitlement Update” letter dated October 24, 2011).
USDA has assessed all USDA Foods products for additional ordering capacity and is allowing states to add on additional orders for several USDA Foods.  Therefore, DPI will be opening an additional ordering survey (under the Program Year 2012 “Survey” tab) for these additional USDA Foods.
Unfortunately, the market is currently tight for livestock and poultry purchases.  Therefore, turkey, chicken, beef, pork and fish will not be available for additional SY 2011-12 year ordering.

In addition, USDA is requiring a very short timeframe for adding on additional USDA Foods orders.  Based on this USDA deadline, the additional ordering period will be available in the Wisconsin USDA Foods Internet Ordering System from November 7, 2011 – November 11, 2011.
Important Reminders:
· Only SFAs with remaining entitlement dollars will have the opportunity to request additional USDA Foods for SY 2011-12.  However, to maximize the number of SFAs that can request USDA Foods on this additional order survey, DPI has increased the per meal USDA Food rate in the Wisconsin USDA Foods Ordering System to $.2416.  This exceeds the USDA published per meal rate of $.2225.
· The products requested through this order survey will be in addition to what has already been ordered by your SFA for SY 2011-12.  Therefore, prior to placing this additional order, please verify the amounts that your SFA will already be receiving.
· For SFAs participating in Direct Diversion Processing, any additional pound commitments made during this additional order survey should be used up by the end of SY 2011-12 and the inventory carryover policy will still apply.
Additional Department of Defense (DoD) Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program dollars will also be available on this additional order survey.  All SFAs with remaining/unspent entitlement dollars will have the option of designating unspent entitlement dollars towards DoD (regardless of whether your SFA committed dollars to DoD on the original SY 2011-12 annual order survey).  There will be a minimum $200 entitlement commitment on the order survey for DoD.  Any entitlement dollars committed towards DoD on this additional order survey will need to be used up by the end of SY 2011-12.
-OVER-

The enclosed packet provides information you will need to place this additional USDA Foods order for SY 2011-12.
Enclosed is the following information:

1. Key information regarding the order survey process
2. Information regarding use of the “Extra” rows in the order survey process
3. Information on the DoD Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program

4. Nutrition fact sheet for new “brown-box” USDA Food
The instruction manual for using the Wisconsin USDA Foods Ordering System is available on the DPI website at: http://www.dpi.wi.gov/fns/doc/commodityorderinst.doc
Please print a copy of this instruction manual to assist in the entry of the order survey.
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