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Coordinated Review Effort (CRE)





1.  Q.  It is determined during a Coordinated Review (CRE) that only the high school in an SFA must have its meals recalculated from the beginning of the school year through March.  Corrective action occurs, but the reviewer determines that due to an open campus situation, the remaining months of the school year would not provide an accurate representation of the school’s participation rate.  Can school figures (number of students eligible by category and the claim by category) from the first month of the upcoming school year be used in the recalculation process?    





A.  Yes.  Reviewers must consult FNS’s CRE Guidance Manual (1993) pages 


7-20 and 7-21 for the allowable sources of participation factors.  If the State agency and the SFA have to wait several months to determine any ultimate fiscal action and the reviewer believes the most accurate participation rate will come from the first month of the upcoming year, this may be used.





2.  Q.  An SFA determines it will select a larger sample size, such as 5% of all applications on file as of October 31st,  for their verification process.  What happens if a selected household moves away from the district?  Should the SFA randomly select a replacement application in order to meet their 5% sample size?





     A.  Yes.  Another application must be selected since no final results of verification can be obtained from this household.  For further information, see the Income Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual (FNS-274), page 58, Q & A number 9.





3.  Q.  Are figures for single-school SFAs automatically excluded from Part II (Review Period Profile) Question 5 (SFA Consolidation) on the new FNS-640 report form?





A.  No.  State agencies must take into account pages 3-5 (regarding question 102 of form SFA-2) of the CRE Guidance Manual (FNS 1993).  The guidance notes that counts are considered consolidated “...if a school’s counts go through an additional review and are subject to change prior to the submission of a claim for reimbursement.”  This additional review may take place even if the count is only for one school.  However, “if the school submits an individual school Claim for Reimbursement directly to the State, no consolidation takes place.” 


Crediting





4.  Q.  How is ham credited in the NSLP?





A.  Ham is a processed product with water added. The quantity of meat/meat alternate that is credited to meet the meal pattern requirements is based on the quantity of the edible portion as served.  Consult the Food Buying Guide for determining the yield of ham.  For example, 16 ounces of ham as purchased equals 10 ounces of ham cooked (edible portion).  You would need 3.2 ounces of ham as purchased to yield 2 ounces of creditable meat/meat alternate.





5.  Q.  How much grains/bread credit can be allowed for fruit bars, specifically Good Source Fruit Bars?  





A.  If the school does not have a statement from the company that produces the fruit bar, use FNS Instruction 783-1 Rev 2, Group E to determine the size of bar (2.2 oz bar) needed to provide 1 grain/bread serving.  However, since the composition of grain fruit bars vary, the manufacturer may reveal the formula specifying the amount of flour used in producing the fruit bar. In this case, the D.F. Stauffer Biscuit Company which makes the Good Source Fruit Bars has certified that the 1.3 oz. fruit and cereal bar in question, contains 14.75 grams of enriched flour and/or whole grain.  





Eligibility for Benefits





6.  Q.  How long does a household have to wait to apply for benefits if the wage earner goes on strike?  Do they have to wait one month to report last month’s income? 





A.  The household can apply immediately based on its present situation.  This is based on the "Temporary Approval" section on page 19 of the Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual (FNS-274).  In short, eligibility is determined on "the present rate of income..."  The section explains how the SFA should temporarily approve these situations based on household circumstances.  Suggested limit is 45 days to temporarily approve, or less if you have stricter limits.  This temporary approval period can be repeated if the household’s situation has not changed.





Food Service Management Companies (FSMC)





7.  Q.  Is it allowable for a food management company to collect prepayments of its management fees?





A.  No prepayments of any kind are allowable costs.  This is based on Section C-3-a of OMB Circular A-87, Attachment A, which says, “A cost is allocable to a particular cost objective if the goods or services involved are chargeable or assignable to such a cost in accordance with the relative benefits received.”  In the case of a prepayment, the “relative benefit” has not yet been “received”.  On the other hand, if the School Food Authority puts the entire management fee payment into a Working Capital Account, from which the FSMC periodically draws down funds, this does not constitute a prepayment.  The Working Capital Account can reside in the FSMC; it need not be a bank account.





Food Safety and Sanitation





8.  Q.  “Serving It Safe” and the “10-Minute Lessons on Food Safety and Sanitation” state that leftovers can be held for up to 10 days from the preparation date.  What reference was used? 





A.  FDA’s “Food Code 1993” was used and recommends that leftovers can be held for up to 10 days from the preparation date.  FDA’s “Food Code 1997” recommends 7 days (including day of preparation) if the food is held at 41(F or less; or 4 days or less (including day of preparation) if the food is held at 45(F or less.





Menu Planners





9.  Q.  When will menu planners be distributed and how?





A.  The distribution of menu planners will most likely occur in mid to late September.  Initial distribution will be one copy to School Food Authorities and two copies to State Agencies.  Then either the State agency or the SFA’s in the State will order copies for each school.  The SFA’s will be expected to do the ordering unless the State agency has made a request to do so.








National School Lunch Program (NSLP)





10.  Q. Can a school serve “late lunch” for adults and their children who do not have access to the NSLP during the day and who are pursuing a GED or diploma  in the Family Literacy Programs?  





A.  NSLP policy prohibits the participation of adults who are in evening adult education programs or delayed diploma programs.  The children would not be eligible unless they were enrolled in school, after school care or CACFP.  The person pursuing the GED has to be enrolled in a program offered during regular school hours in a State recognized educational facility to participate in the NSLP.  (Reference: Requests for Exemptions to the Lunch Period Memo 12/17/92)





11.  Q. Can a School Food Authority continue to claim its day care program’s meals on the NSLP/SBP during the summer, although no other meals will be claimed?





A.  Yes, and this remains true even if school-aged children are added during the summer to a day care population that was all preschool during the school year.





12.  Q. Must private residential child care institutions (RCCIs) be licensed?





A.  Yes, unlike public RCCIs, private RCCIs must be licensed to provide residential child care services by the State or a subordinate level of government.  See definition of “School” in 7 CFR Part 210.2.





Provision 3





13.  Q. Is there guidance on Provision 3?  





A. There is no guidance manual for Provision 3.  The most current information we have on this provision was a Q&A sent to State Directors in May 14, 1996.





14.  Q. Can a school with little or no F/RP students use Provision 3? 





A.  Any school may implement Provision 3.  Keep in mind, that the difference between Federal cash assistance and program costs must be met with sources other than Federal funds.  Also, the level of Federal reimbursement received for free and reduced meals remains the same for 4 years except for annual changes in the applicable meal rates. Schools should be aware of this before implementing Provision 3.





15.  Q. How does a school food authority (SFA) handle non-reimbursable meals at the Point of Service under Provision 3?  Can the SFA call the State agency and then deduct the meals from the claim?





A.  This method is fine.





16.  Q. If a school, RCCI, etc., operates under Provision 3, do meals have to be monitored at the point of service to ensure meal pattern compliance? 





A.  Yes.  Schools, etc., must establish procedures to ensure that meals offered to students meet the minimum requirements for meals and that students take at least the minimum required servings.  For further information, please consult the Q & A dated May 14, 1996.





School Meal Initiative (SMI)





17.  Q. Did the SMI trainers mention at training that we would be getting one-sided copies of the February 1998 revision to the Nutrient Analysis Protocol to copy for distribution?  Do you know when that will be? 





A.  The State Child Nutrition Directors as well as each Regional office were provided disks which contain the Power Point slides and script that were used in the SMI training, the Reviewer's Guide to SMI reviews and the Nutrient Analysis Protocols.  The disks were sent out in early June, 1998.  If States do not have computer compatibility with these disks or you have not received your disk, please let us know.  





Suspension/Debarment





18.  Q. Will FNS be providing information on the current status of entities which are or were debarred, suspended or voluntarily excluded? 





A.  No.  FNS will not attempt to track and disseminate information on the number of entities which go on/off debarment, suspension or voluntary exclusion.  To legally protect themselves, SFAs must use the self certification form (AD-1048) in the bidding process.  For further information, see the State agency policy memorandum, Suspension and Debarment Issues, dated April 3, 1998.





19.  Q.  Where can I get a list of entities that are debarred or suspended?





A.  The General Services Administration compiles a monthly publication and maintains an Internet site.  The publication is called, “Lists of Parties Excluded From Federal Procurement or Non-procurement Programs.”  The Internet site is located at http://www.arnet.gov   
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