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Audits





 1. Q.  When auditing a cluster of nutrition programs at a school, should commodities be included? 





A. Yes, commodities should be audited with the rest of the “child nutrition cluster”, which includes the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Special Milk Program, and Summer Food Service Program.  This information can be found in OMB’s A-133 Compliance Supplement.  Section III, Compliance Requirements, includes suggested audit procedures for determining accountability of commodities related to these programs.  





Confidentiality





 2. Q. Can a school release free and reduced price meal eligibility to an area vocational school?





A. Not without parent authorization.  The school could add a check off and separate signature block where the parent gives up his right to confidentiality for the area vocational school to receive the information.





Free and reduced price eligibility can only be used for NAEP and Title I information. 





If the eligibility is to be used for other educational benefits such as band uniforms or free paper etc, a check off must appear on the application with opportunity for the parent to give up his right to confidentiality for that purpose. 





Coordinated Review Effort (CRE)





3. Q. When should new SFAs be reviewed under CRE?





 A.  The CRE Guidance manual (page 1-1) and the 7 CFR Part 210 regulations (in general) state to conduct the review during the current cycle.  Prudent management practices would make it logical to conduct CREs of new SFAs early on in order to provide technical assistance to new participants.  Please note that School Programs Civil Rights Instruction FNS 113-6 (page 9) mandates post-award compliance reviews within 1 year of application to operate the Program.  State agencies may complete post-award compliance reviews through the use of CRE questions on the General Areas of Review form.  





Eligibility for Benefits





4. Q. Do State payments to the parents of adopted children count as income to the household, in order to determine eligibility for free or reduced-price benefits for all the children in the household, including the adopted children?





     A. Yes, these payments count as income.  They are not one of the excluded payments listed on page 35 of the “Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual.”  Nor is this one of the “income exclusions” on pp. 32-35.  This remains the case even if the adopted children were formerly foster children who were wards of the state or the court.  Unlike foster children, adopted children are considered members of the household.





 5. Q. Is money that is received by an American Indian family as their share of casino profits to be counted as income on the application for free and reduced price application?  The money is received quarterly.





      A. Casino distributions to families are considered income unless the family can cite the federal law under which it can be exempted.  The money is to be prorated when received quarterly.








Family Style Meal Service 





6. Q. Can a school with the NSLP and SBP serve meals family style?





    A.  On 12/18/97, a policy memo was issued (FY 98 SPS Policy Memo #3) confirming that RCCIs and Head Start Centers in the NSLP and SBP that serve family style should follow the criteria set in Instruction 783-9, Rev 2.  A school that wishes to serve family style may do so by following the criteria set forth in Instruction 783-9, Rev. 2.





Gleaning





 7. Q.  Under what circumstances can the cost of leftover foods that are donated to charitable organizations be considered an allowable charge to the School Food Service Account, and what records should be kept of the donation? 





     A.  When excess foods cannot be practicably used for children in the school’s food service, donating those foods to charitable organizations for the purpose of feeding needy persons is encouraged.  The cost of such donated food is an allowable operating cost of the School Food Service Account, if the school planned and prepared with the goal of serving one lunch and one breakfast per child per day.  Documentation should be maintained of the quantity and costs of the foods that were donated, as well as the names of the receiving organizations. See MWR School Programs Policy Memorandum FY98-6.





Pricing





8. Q. Can a volunteer for a school that does not work in food service receive free meals from the food service department?





    A.  No.  Meals that are served to adults who are directly involved in the operation and administration of the school nutrition programs may, at the discretion of the school food authority, be furnished at no charge.  As such, their cost may be fully attributed to and supported by the non-profit food service operation.  See FNS Instruction 782-5, Revision 1, for more information on the pricing of adult meals in the NSLP and SBP. The school may wish to pay for volunteers meals from another account such as the principal’s fund.





Procurement





9. Q.  Where is the regulatory citation to require an SFA to request SA approval to use sole source bids and provide documentation demonstrating this need? 





    A.  In the early 80's MWRO Financial Management handled these approvals.  In 1986 or beyond, the authority to deal with single (sole) source bids (no attempt to follow competitive practices) or single responses to bids (e.g., invitations to bid were sent to ten entities and only one responds) was delegated to our SAs.  They must ensure that maximum free and open competition is occurring.  How this is done is up to the State agency.  Regulatory citations: A-102, Attachment O, sections 6a and 11d (1)-(4). 





    10. Q. Our contract to operate the School Lunch Program states that produce purchased for use in the program should be grown in America.  Two suppliers have told me that some of the frozen cauliflower and broccoli which I am bidding on for next school year will come from other countries because there will not be enough cauliflower and broccoli grown in America.  Can I purchase produce that was not grown in the US? 





    A.  According to USDA  Economic Research Service and the United Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Association, it is impossible to say that there will not be enough cauliflower and broccoli grown in America to support orders for frozen cauliflower and broccoli next year.  In fact, harvesting of cauliflower and broccoli in the US are on the rise.  According to Instruction 792-1, “program schools and institutions should be encouraged to purchase domestic items to the maximum extent possible.”


�
Provision 2





11. Q.  When Provision 2 schools were first allowed to extend their 3-year cycle to 5 years if economic conditions hadn't improved, it was limited to schools that were participating in Provision 2 on November 2, 1994.  Has that restriction been removed, so that any school that started Provision 2 may extend two additional years? 





      A.  Section 704(a) of P.L.104-193 allows schools to extend the 3-year provision of the Provision 2 cycle an additional 2 years without making new eligibility determinations if approved socioeconomic data indicates that the economic status of the school population has remained stable or has declined. This can be found in the Welfare Reform Advisory Memo #4: Changes to the NSLP and the SBP Mandated by Public Law 104-193, dated February 3, 1997.





School Meal Initiative (SMI)





12. Q.  When will FNS update the blue FNS-265 Meal Requirements and Offer Versus Serve Manual? 





       A.  The new Menu Planner for Health School Meals, FNS Publication 303, which was distributed in September replaces the FNS-265 Meal Requirements and Offer Versus Serve Manual and FNS Program Aid 1260 Menu Planning Guide for Food Service. We have recently been informed that the National Office is working on an Offer vs Serve Guidance with a CD Rom and video to be released in Fall of 1999.





School Breakfast Program (SBP)





13. Q.  Must a school which qualifies for Severe Need breakfast reimbursement be provided with the actual cost of providing breakfast (minus reduced price payments) if they do not qualify for the maximum rate?





      A.  Yes, per 7 CFR 220.9(d). 





Team Nutrition





14. Q. How can a State order additional copies of the Scholastic Kits and YourSelf Kits?





      A. Call 1-800-SCHOLAS for the Scholastic Kits  The cost is around $65 each.  The YourSelf Kits can be ordered from the National Food Service Management Institute for $25 (800-321-3054).
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