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Afterschool Snacks





Q.  If a School Food Authority (SFA) claims its summer school meals on the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) instead of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and the School Breakfast Program (SBP), can it claim afterschool program snacks on the NSLP for the period of summer school?





A.  Yes, if all other requirements for claiming afterschool snacks are met.  For example, there must be regularly scheduled activities in an organized, structured and supervised environment.  The decisive criterion is that the SFA is operating a summer school program which is an integral part of the educational curriculum.  See items A-1 and A-7 in FY 1999 School Programs Policy Memorandum #10, which was issued on April 16, 1999.





Application





If a parent goes on strike, how is eligibility for Child Nutrition Programs determined?





Eligible children should receive temporary approval if a parent goes on strike.  Eligibility must be determined based on the present rate of income rather than on regular annual income.  





The timeframe for a temporary approval may vary depending on the household’s circumstances.  A suggested time limit for temporary approval is 45 calendar days unless otherwise stipulated by the State agency.  At the end of the approval period, the school should contact the household to determine if the household’s circumstances have changed.  If there has been no change, the school should document the contact and extend the temporary approval.  If the household’s circumstances have changed, the school should send a new application to the household so that they may reapply for benefits. (Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual pp. 19-20)





Food Service Management Companies





Q.  Must all contracts with Food Service Management Companies (FSMCs) be fully bid, without regard to the $10,000 cutoff for small purchase procedures?





A.  Not in accordance with applicable Federal procurement rules, which are found in the language of Attachment O of OMB Circular A-102.  The requirement in section 10a that there be “maximum free and open competition consistent with this attachment” cannot be construed to mean that even small FSMC contracts must be fully bid.  Section 11a, regarding small purchase procedures, should be followed for all procurements in aggregate of less than $10,000, including FSMC contracts.  However, it is possible for States to have procurement rules of their own that are more stringent than the Federal rules.  Such State rules could require full bidding of all FSMC contracts.





Q.  Is it possible to count only the Food Service Management Company’s management fee and other administrative fees when applying the $10,000 cutoff for using small purchase procedures?





A.  No, per section 11a of Attachment O to OMB Circular A-102, the aggregate of the entire procurement of services, supplies and other property is used.  This would include the meals in the contract.





Foster Child 





Q.  A child who was formerly classified as a foster child is now living in a household which receives adoption assistance money for his/her care.  Must this adopted child be considered as a member of the household and must the adoption assistance money be counted as household income for the purpose of the family's application for school meal benefits?





A.  Yes.  The adopted child is a member of the household and the adoption assistance money is considered household income.  See the Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual pages 30-33 for information on determining household income.





Provisions 2 & 3





Q.  Can current free and reduced-price eligibility data be used as socioeconomic data, for the purpose of extending Provision 2 or 3 eligibility into a new four-year cycle?  In the case of RCCIs, can economic information about the student body be used for the same purpose, instead of socioeconomic information about the local area?





A.   When a School Food Authority continues to distribute free and reduced-price applications even while on Provision 2 or 3, the percentage of students eligible for free or reduced-price benefits in the base year can be compared with the percentage of students eligible for those benefits in the current year, to determine if the income level of the school’s population has remained stable.  If this data shows no more than a negligible improvement, the State can grant the extension.





Because RCCIs often serve populations that are not representative of specific geographic areas, they can supply the State agency with economic information about their students.  As with local data, the State must examine the data and reach a conclusion.  However, in the case of an RCCI that has an income policy that has not changed significantly since the base year, or that would qualify all students as free, it is sufficient for the institution to send the State a copy of its policy.





See FY 1995 School Programs Section Policy Memoranda #4 and #10, concerning the requirement for FNS approval of socioeconomic data used by the State agency. 
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Residential Child Care Institutions (RCCIs)





Q.  Can RCCIs that serve unwed mothers claim meals or milk served to their babies that live with them in the RCCI?





Yes.  When an RCCI serves unwed mothers, and they have their babies with them, NSLP, SBP or SMP benefits may be claimed for the babies.  The State agency can determine how such an RCCI should record the presence of the babies and establish their free or reduced price eligibility status.  A useful reference is FNS Instruction 765-5, Rev. 1, “Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Determinations for Foster and Institutionalized Children.”  One approach would be that if an RCCI is keeping a Master List of residents, it can simply add the babies to the Master List.





Q.  Can an RCCI receive reimbursement for snacks served to day students who   participate in an afterschool care program after attending formal classes?





RCCIs are authorized to participate in the after school snack program.  To be eligible, RCCIs must meet all other requirements established for this benefit.  RCCIs that have already been serving snacks that meet program patterns and have been properly counting these meals may claim reimbursement retroactively.  See FY 1999 School Programs Policy Memorandum #20-99 for more detailed information (8/23/99).





Self Employment Income/Wages





Q.  How is self-employment income calculated when the self-employed person also 	pays himself a salary?





A.   Self-employed persons may use last year's income as a projection of their current year’s net, unless current net income is more accurate.  Self-employed persons are allowed to use net income rather than gross income because business expenses are allowable deductions from a business's total earned income or gross income. 





	Whenever the self-employed person pays himself wages, the wages must be listed separately from self-employment. In the case of a business loss, the amount of that loss is not deducted from the wages.  If self-employment is negative, it should be listed as zero income in the calculations. (Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual pp. 31-32)





Serving Sizes





What is the serving size of an egg used to fulfill the meat/meat alternate component for various programs?





A.	One egg is equivalent to 2 ounces of meat/meat alternate in the NSLP and SBP.  However, the CACFP and SFSP regulations indicate that one egg is also equivalent to 1 ounce of meat/meat alternate.  Per the National Office, the regulations will be corrected to indicate that one egg is equivalent to 2 ounces of meat/meat alternate for all of the Special Nutrition Programs.  Once the regulations are amended, corresponding changes will be made to the guidance material.





At this time, schools, sponsors and sites under the CACFP and SFSP may continue to use the equivalents listed in their regulations or may follow the amounts in the NSLP and SBP.  For afterschool snacks, schools should use the NSLP portion sizes whether the school is participating under the NSLP or CACFP. 





Special Milk Program





Q.  Can year-round camps be on the Special Milk Program, like summer camps?





A.  Yes, they are “similar nonprofit institutions devoted to the care and training of     children.”  See 7 CFR 215.1.





Verification





Q.  What are the most current regulations or policies about how the school should be doing verification?  What are the State agency verification responsibilities?





A.   The current regulations on verification are in 7 CFR 245.6a.  State agencies shall ensure that by December 15 of each School Year, School Food Authorities have selected and verified a sample of their approved free and reduced price applications in accordance with the conditions and procedures described in that section.  In addition, the Eligibility Guidance for School Meals Manual contains a section "Verification of Eligibility for School Meals" which outlines how the school should be doing the verification.  





The State Agency is required to approve any extensions of the verification deadline for the SFA (in the past the regional office approved extensions).  The State Agency is also required to check the verification process of SFAs/schools when doing a coordinated review effort.
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