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	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



Date:

School Year 2011-2012
To:
Authorized Representatives of School Nutrition Programs  

School Nutrition Program Managers/Directors 

From:

Cindy Loechler, SNS, MS, RD, CD
 

Training Coordinator




Subject:

Great Beginnings Academy 2011-2012
The Dept. of Public Instruction (DPI) – School Nutrition Team is pleased to announce that Great Beginnings Academy, a training series for new Food Service Managers/Directors, will again be offered during the 2011-12 school year.    

  [image: image1.wmf] Great Beginnings Academy (GBA) – Is a one year training series developed for Food Service Managers/Directors in public school districts and private schools who are new to School Nutrition programs.  By attending three classes in Madison throughout the year and participating in two additional training sessions via technology, participants will receive training and support to better understand program regulations, identify existing resources, and create a network of peers to transition into a successful school nutrition program.  Class size is limited.

Target Participants:  Managers/Directors new to School Food Service with 2 years or less of experience are encouraged to attend and will be given preference to attend GBA.  If space is still available, site managers for school districts may be accepted.  Due to the limited class size, no more than two participants from the same school district/private school will be accepted.  This series is not intended for general staff training.

Participants interested in becoming School Nutrition Association (SNA) Certified at Level 2 may receive up to 20 hours in a variety of Key Area Requirements upon successful completion of this training series.   SNA Certification adds credibility to your school nutrition program, recognizes professional achievement, and demonstrates commitment to the School Nutrition profession.

Please support and encourage your new school nutrition professionals to register for this training.  The tentative agenda for the three trainings in Madison and the registration form are enclosed.  Information regarding the two additional training sessions via technology will be discussed at the October 26th training.

For a brief introduction to Great Beginnings Academy, view a recorded webcast presentation by clicking on “Welcome to Great Beginnings Academy” found on the School Nutrition Team Webcast page at http://dpi.wi.gov/fns/sntwebcasts.html. 

If you have questions, please contact Cindy Loechler at cynthia.loechler@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-5185. 
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ANNOUNCING

DPI – School Nutrition Team’s

Great Beginnings Academy

2011-2012
A one year training series for managers/directors 

new to School Nutrition Programs

Goals:

Help new managers/directors get off to a great start!



Explain program requirements. 

Introduce participants to available resources.

Create a network of peers.

When:
One-day Classes to be held on 




Wednesday, October 26, 2011



Wednesday, January 18, 2012



Wednesday, May 9, 2012
Where:
DPI Office in Madison – Room P41 – 125 S Webster Street

Pre-requisites:


1. Less than 2 years of experience as a food service manager/director for a public school district or private school participating in the School Nutrition Programs.

2. Desire to gain a good understanding of program regulations.

3. Interest in meeting DPI staff and fellow school nutrition professionals.

4. Enthusiasm and a sense of humor!
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DPI - School Nutrition Team’s

Great Beginnings Academy

For WI School Food Service Managers/Directors

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

DPI-Madison – GEF 3, Room P41 

    8:30 am – 3:30 pm


“Boot Camp Basics”






Knowledge Level 1




Welcome to Great Beginnings Academy




Program Orientation




Program Regulations





Meal Pattern Components







Reimbursable Meals





Counting and Claiming




Meet the School Nutrition Team Experts




Resource Review





School Nutrition Association of WI





Team Nutrition

Wednesday, January 18, 2012



DPI-Madison – GEF 3, Room P41

    8:30 am – 3:30 pm


“Enhancing Your Understanding of NSLP”

Knowledge Level 1 & 2




Understanding Offer versus Serve
Using the Tools of the Trade

USDA’s Food Buying Guide

Production Records and Standardized Recipes




Meet the School Nutrition Team Experts
Wednesday, May 9, 2012




DPI-Madison – GEF 3, Room P41

    8:30 am – 3:30 pm


“GBA Survivors”






Knowledge Level 2




Basic Financial Management
Financial Assessments





Annual Child Nutrition Report




New Streams of Revenue




Year end celebration!
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DPI – School Nutrition Team’s

Great Beginnings Academy

For WI School Food Service Managers/Directors

Yes, I am interested in being a member of the 2011-12 Great Beginnings Academy. Please consider my application for this training series.

Name:


______________________________________________________
Position/Title:

________________________

Agency Code: ____________
School/School District:
________________________________________________

School Address:
______________________________________________________

City:


________________________

Zip Code: _______________
Phone #: 

________________________

Fax #: __________________

Email Address:
______________________________________________________
Length of time in current position: (please check appropriate category)


___ < 6 months
____ 6 months to 1 year

____ 1 to 2 years

I understand that there will be a minimum of three meetings in Madison and two additional trainings via technology during this school year. It is my current expectation to attend and participate in all scheduled meetings.

_____________________________________

______________________

Signature of Applicant




Date

Fax completed application form to Cindy Loechler at 608-267-0363
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In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.
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