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We welcome your partnership in helping your student achieve success in school.  By working and talking together, we can create a very positive learning environment.

Ways We Keep in Touch

· “Back-to-School” Night (September)

· Parent-Teacher Conferences (November and February)

· Weekly “go-home” folder

· Quarterly grade report and progress reports

· Field trip notices/permission forms

· Parent-Teacher notes and telephone calls

· Please feel free to contact your child’s 
teachers with questions or concerns
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	   At (insert School Name)




	
Some developmental characteristics displayed by 
many eight-year-olds

· Insert characteristics here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

	· More characteristics

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
Some developmental characteristics displayed by 
many nine-year olds

· Insert characteristics here

· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here

	
	Ways You Can Get Involved

Share your talents at school—your participation is 
welcome and appreciated
· Insert suggested activities here

· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here



	

	

	Mathematics

· Insert detail here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
· And here
(Adjust spacing as needed)

Reading

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here.

	Language Arts

· Insert detail here
· And here
· And here
· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

Science

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here


	Social Studies

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

Health

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

Physical Education

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here


	Music

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

Art

· Insert detail here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here

· And here




	
Your Child’s Homework

While there is a lot of learning going on in school, it is very important for your students to continue the learning process at home.  Daily homework deepens your child’s understanding of what is being taught in the classroom.  It also reinforces the study skills necessary to really learn the concepts and material presented by the teacher.  To find out more about the content covered daily in the classroom and homework assignments, review your child’s assignment notebook each evening.  It’s a great opportunity to talk to your child about the school day!

Daily Homework Expectations

· Recommended homework time:

· Other details

· Other details

· Other details

· Other details, etc

Study Skill Expectations

· Regular use of assignment notebook (example)

· Other details

· Other details

· Other details

· Other details, etc.

Measuring your Child’s Learning Progress


	
	  A Word About

What will your child be learning this year?  How can you help him or her be successful in school?  These are important parent questions!  This brochure was developed to explain the major academic expectations held by our school for students in the third grade.  You’ll also learn more about homework, how Wisconsin and our teachers measure learning progress, home-school communications, common behaviors for eight- and nine-year-olds, and much more.  Welcome to Third Grade—together, we can help your child reach his or her full potential … and enjoy school!



	Wisconsin Reading Comprehension Test.  This test is given each spring to third-grade students.  It is used to identify your child’s reading level as compared to statewide proficiency standards for third-grade children.  Test results will show your child’s level of skill in understanding what is read.  If improvement is needed, you and the teacher can discuss a plan for remedial instruction.

Annual Student Goal Setting Plan

Individual Student Portfolios
	
	See next page

Academic Expectations

As you review this brochure, please note that we couldn’t
include everything your child will be learning.  Please
contact your child’s teacher for more information.


Guide to Developing Grade-Level Brochures for Parents

The State Superintendent’s Parents Advisory Council (SSPAC) believes that all parents should have easy-to-understand information about what their children are learning in school. Therefore, the SSPAC initiated a parent information project that includes the following

· “How Your Child Learns,” brochure

· “Guide to Developing Grade-Level Brochures for Parents,”

· Template for a third-grade brochure, and

· Parent Forums to bring parents and other community members together with school staff to talk about what is important for their children’s learning.  

Below is sample text that can be included in grade-level brochures, kindergarten through eighth grade. The complete guide, produced by the DPI, was mailed to all school district administrators, principals, curriculum directors, and guidance counselors.  Additional copies are available from the DPI Bright Beginnings/Family-School-Community Partnership Team.  

Please note schools are required by both federal and state law to put a nondiscrimination statement on all public materials.  The DPI uses the following statement:  The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, age, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability.
For more information on the parent information project, contact Jane Grinde, Director of Bright Beginnings/Family-School-Community Partnerships at the DPI.  Email address is jane.grinde@dpi.state.wi.us and telephone number is 608/266-9356.

The Sample Text for Selected Topics

The content of school-specific and grade-level topics is best developed by each school and school district. However, in this section, you’ll find text for many other suggested topics. Feel free to reprint the material as desired. You might choose to run some of this material as mini-articles in your school newsletter. Please remember to use credits where credits are given. The text in the lightest type is meant to be directions and is not meant to be printed in your brochure.

Topic 

Measuring Learning—Wisconsin Assessments  

Text for Grade 3
Wisconsin Reading Comprehension Test 

This test is given each spring to third-grade students. It is used to identify your child’s reading level as compared to statewide proficiency standards for third-grade students. Test results will show your child’s level of skill in understanding what is read. If improvement is needed, you and the teacher can discuss a plan to increase your child’s reading ability. For more details on this test and test results, talk to your child’s teacher. You can also request the brochure, “How Well Is Your Child Learning?” from your school or from the Department of Public Instruction by calling 1-800-441-4563. The brochure is also available at the DPI website: www.dpi.state.wi.us.
Text for Grades 4 and 8
The Knowledge and Concepts Examinations 

These examinations are given to students statewide in the fourth, eighth and tenth grades each year. The tests are designed to measure your child’s achievement in mathematics, science, social studies, reading, and language arts. It is important to note that while your child will be tested only on knowledge and skills in Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards, some of the content contained in those standards is not covered by these tests. 

Schools will report test results to you. The results show your child’s norm-referenced scores and proficiency levels. Norm-referenced scores are given as percentiles and indicate how well your child did when compared to other students of the same age who took the same test. Proficiency levels are used to report how well your child has learned the knowledge and skills tested when compared to a set standard. The four proficiency levels are advanced, proficient, basic, and minimal performance. For more details on this test and test results, ask your child’s teacher. You can also request the brochure, “How Well Is Your Child Learning?” 

Topic 

Developmental Characteristics of Children by Age

Developmental Information for children ages five through 14 as an insert for grade-level brochures.
Text for Ages 5-14

Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Five-Year-Olds

· Able to manage a toothbrush, do simple weaving and basket making, and complete some picture puzzles (small motor control).

· Able to ride a two-wheeler and learn simple dance steps (large motor control).

· Display independence skills, such as dressing and feeding themselves.

· Moving toward the self-direction and self-control required of school-age children.

· Persist longer at tasks and works until they complete project.

· Can talk meaningfully about tomorrow and yesterday.
· Can talk about distant places like a farm or fire station.

· Ask questions for practical reasons: What is this? What do I do with this?

· Enjoy friends and may have one or more close friends.
· Have defined preferences, such as choice of toys, clothes, and television programs.

· Can enjoy the kindergarten setting and are able to do manipulative learning activities that will foster math, language, science, and artistic skills.
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Six-Year-Olds

· Go to bed quite willingly; some like to take a book or chat with mom or dad.

· Typically sleep about 11 hours daily.

· Seem to be active almost constantly, even when sitting; some will stand or walk while working.

· Tend to be somewhat clumsy and dawdlers.

· Enjoy making things and are inventive. Concocting new things are favorite activities.

· Need to be in the middle of things, to be first, to win.

· Often pair up with peers and have best friends, but friendships may be erratic, and pair combinations may change many times during school year.

· “Tattling” is a pronounced characteristic.

· Like to work at school but more in spurts. Don’t show the persistence they will show later.

· Love to hear about past times, especially about their mom’s or dad’s childhood.

· Love to talk, share their thoughts, and have a conversation.
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Seven-Year-Olds
· Are more serious, quieter, and less physically active than at age six.

· Tend to be worriers and have many fears, such as fear of the dark. However, many have overcome earlier fears like dental visits or swimming.

· Frequently brood, sulk, and are moody during this quiet, withdrawn age.

· Sometimes show a growing independence, such as a desire to problem-solve without help.

· Display great perseverance with a task or situation. While getting started may be difficult, once on task it may be hard to quit.

· Fatigue easily and often demand too much of self. Will need help establishing stopping points.

· Appear to be very self-absorbed while building and discovering a sense of self.

· Want to do things just right. When involved in desk-work, many will use erasers a lot. Some teachers call this “the eraser age.”

· Show varying energy levels. Will have “high learning days” and “forgetting everything days.”

· Can tell time and love having a wrist  watch—an aid to help plan the day.

· Typically need between 10 and 11 hours of sleep.

· Like to help with some routine chores at home such as making bed, emptying wastebaskets, straightening own rooms, and helping with the dishes.

· Enjoy family outings.

· Tend to argue less with friends than at age six, but play is not always harmonious.

· Like to play with friends but also enjoy solitary activities, such as watching TV, reading, or writing.
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Eight-Year-Olds

· Are outgoing, lively, and evaluative.

· Show a high level of energy and are willing to tackle almost anything, including the new and difficult.

· Tend to be less cautious than at age seven and can be prone to accidents.

· Sleep approximately 10 hours daily.

· Show a new characteristic—a judgmental, evaluative attitude. Now children begin to judge and consider what happens to them and are concerned about the “why” of events.

· Display enormous curiosity in nature, manufactured things, and people.

· Show increased self-confidence and maturity.

· Are friendly and cooperative. The peer group is the sun their world revolves around. Friendships tend to be closer and more exacting.

· Generally enjoy and look forward to school for social and academic reasons.

· Really like table games, such as cards, checkers, and Monopoly, but still might not be able to lose gracefully.

· Frequently like to read for fun—comics, childhood classics, joke books, and mysteries, to name a few.

· Some may be writing for entertainment—anything from short stories to poems and letters.  
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Nine-Year-Olds

· Whatever nine-year-olds enjoy, they will do endlessly —even to the point of fatigue!

· Typically more independent and self motivated than just a year ago.

· Sleep approximately nine hours daily.

· While behavioral differences can be seen at any age, they are more noticeable at age nine. Mood swings may vary widely—from timid to bold, from cheerful to grumpy.

· Like to plan and know where they are going before setting out on a task. After starting a task, they like to see it through.

· Tend to organize and budget time, frequently using self-developed lists and schedules.

· Apply academic skills to everyday life, such as using math skills to plan a purchase of a wanted item or reading books for entertainment and information.

· Enjoy making inventories and checklists and love to collect things.

· Want to please adults but regard their peer group as most important. Some children are devoted to their friends, while others are more interested in the activities they do with their families.
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Ten-Year-Olds

· Experience an overall feeling of well being and seem to be at peace with self and the world.

· Have fleeting moments of being angry, depressed, or sad, but usually these times are quickly forgotten.

· Girls are beginning to show physical signs and an awareness of approaching puberty. Boys show few signs and far less concern about physical maturity.

· Appear to be stable with fewer fears and anxieties and have better relations with parents, teachers, and peers than ever before.

· Love family and enjoy family outings and activities.

· Generally like school and are conscientious students.

· Enjoy reading or being read stories of adventure and mystery. Biographies of famous people are a favorite, too.

· Are more interested in learning facts and memorizing than finding explanations.

· Boys’ relationships with friends are fluid and harmonious, while girls’ friendships are more intense with time spent getting mad and making up.

· Love to play! Are partial to outdoor activities such as baseball, bicycling, skating, climbing, and most of all running.

· Forming, planning, and joining a club are high on the list of favorite things. 

Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Eleven-Year-Olds

· Entering the preadolescent stage of development.

· Present a range of behavior from alert, imaginative, outgoing, and energetic to rebellious, quarrelsome, and self-centered.

· Show increased levels of activity and energy—keeping still is difficult.

· Are argumentative, more emotional, and sensitive. This is due to a faster pace of growth, hormonal changes, and new anxieties and fears about growing up.

· Have larger appetites that may fluctuate between ravenous and poor.
· Appear to have forgotten manners with displays of loud, sometimes rude, behavior.

· Are critical of parents and challenge their authority. Quarrelling with siblings is at an all-time high.

· Are choosing friends with common interests and temperaments. Boys tend to have a group of friends with one or more best friends, while girls have a small group who are all good friends. Quarrelling is common.

· Are interested—or soon will be—in the opposite sex.

· Like school because their friends are there.

· Enjoy schoolwork where skill at rote learning can be displayed competitively, such as in spelling bees.

· Relish a good story and are partial to schoolwork that involves drawing.
· Tire quickly and may show inconsistent learning patterns—doing well one day and not so well the next.

· Favor gym and sports, including baseball, soccer, kickball, volleyball, and football.
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Twelve-Year-Olds

· Are calm and secure and have risen to a new level of comfort and achievement at home and school.

· Exhibit a high degree of enthusiasm and may still show extremes of behavior, such as caution or daring, really liking something or absolutely hating it.

· Like to figure out the pros and cons before making decisions.

· Have an enormous appetite or what seems to be a “bottomless pit.”  Show interest in cooking and baking.

· Typically sleep between nine and ten hours.

· Are branching out from typical household chores to more difficult tasks, such as dusting, cooking, washing car, and cleaning garage.

· Desire to earn money, in addition to an allowance, and may do so through paper routes and babysitting.

· Begin to be less involved in family activities. This decrease will continue throughout adolescence.

· Having friends and best friends is a high priority. Enjoy the support, pleasure, and increased harmony of friendships.

· Demonstrate a variety of interests in schoolwork. Many enjoy math, social studies, and science, especially experiments. Art, music, and gym also are favorites.

· Love to participate in plays and to read aloud parts. 
Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Thirteen-Year-Olds

· Are looking inward in search of self-understanding and acceptance.

· Display a need for privacy and isolation that is a necessary part of growing up.

· Tend to be withdrawn, sensitive, and uncommunicative.

· Worry a lot about body, physical features, and general personality.

· Show a varying interest in friends from one day to the next. Friendships may be less close than at age 12.

· Enjoy two popular pastimes—telephoning and movie going.

· Show a greater interest in reading and seem to be less interested in television. Many boys prefer playing video games to watching TV.

· Tend to be better organized and use time more efficiently.

· Some are demonstrating an interest in writing imaginative stories or writing about themselves.

· Enjoy discussing world affairs in social studies and may like reading news magazines and newspapers.

· Are fascinated by various topics in science, especially hands-on experiments.

Some Developmental Characteristics Displayed by Many Fourteen-Year-Olds

· Tend to show a combination of boundless energy, upbeat enthusiasm, and goodwill.

· Feel more secure and are more outgoing while being less defensive and fearful of people “prying” into personal matters.

· Can communicate with humor and friendly kidding and are able to laugh at themselves.

· Often may pack too many activities into the day while trying to enjoy a full life at school and during free time.

· Can display moodiness, but happiness is much more common than sadness. When sad or brooding, they are able to return to a happy state rather quickly.

· Treat parents in a nice manner more frequently, yet can be demanding and unappreciative of family.

· Choosing friends based upon “personal qualities” rather than shared activities or the convenience of neighborhood location.

· For girls, becoming part of a clique—a group of two to nine girlfriends—is very important. For boys, friendships are within a loosely-knit group.

· Enjoy group and individual sports, but the most favored activity is socializing—either on the telephone or in the company of friends.

· Exhibit an eagerness to learn and to explore new interests.

· Like to present oral reports, perform in plays, and can work within groups to accomplish a specific goal.

· Show interest in social studies, politics, current events, biology, physiology and psychology.

The following sources were used in compiling these characteristics: 
Understanding Your Child Birth to Sixteen, by David Elkind

Your Five-Year-Old: Sunny and Serene, by Louise Bates Ames & Francis L. Ilg

Your Six-Year-Old: Loving and Defiant, by Louise Bates Ames & Francis L. Ilg

Your Eight-Year-Old: Lively and Outgoing, by Louise Bates Ames & Carol Chase Haber
Your Nine-Year-Old: Thoughtful and Mysterious, by Louise Bates Ames & Carol Haber

Your Ten-To Fourteen-Year-Old, by Louise Bates Ames, Francis Ilg, Sidney M. Baker
Topic

Text for K-8   

Parent Tips for Helping Your Children with Homework

· Come to a mutual agreement on a set time to do homework every day.

· Encourage your children to study at a desk or table rather than on a bed or easy chair.

· If your children have trouble sitting still or concentrating, encourage them to walk while looking at flash cards or talk aloud when reviewing information.

· Discourage distractions like TV, background conversations, or calls from friends during homework time.

· If your children can’t get started, talk through the assignments with them. Be supportive but avoid doing the homework for them.

· If you are unable to help your children with a difficult subject, ask for help from a relative. Also, see if the school, library, or a community organization can provide tutoring or homework help through an after-school program. Encourage your children to participate in study groups with classmates.

· Check to see that all homework is completed and signed by you if your school requires this.

· Supply your children with study aids, such as a computer, dictionary, thesaurus, or encyclopedias. Show them how to use them.

· Show your children how to use the library as a resource. Ask your librarian at school or the public library to explain where to find and how to use reference materials.

· If you have more than one child, encourage them to help each other. Older children can often tutor younger children and reinforce their own skills while helping the younger child learn.

The above information is based on “How can I help my child with homework?” from Questions Parents Ask About Schools, published by the U.S. Department of Education (www.ed.gov).

Topic  

Text for K-12

Parent Tips for Helping Children Succeed in School
· Ask the teacher for ways you can help your child learn more at home.

· Show your support for your child’s special interests by attending science fairs, plays, music programs, field trips, or sports events.

· Read with your child; show an interest in what he or she is doing in school each day.

· Use television wisely. Set limits on viewing time, especially on school nights.

· Tell your child you believe he or she can do well in school. Stress that students get good grades through hard work and study, and not just because “some students are smart.” Offer praise and encouragement for achievement and improvement.
· Enroll your child in an after-school program that links learning with what takes place in the regular school program.
· Establish a regular family routine of mealtimes, conversation, healthy activities, homework and chores, and bedtime.
· Monitor your children’s activities after school, in the evenings, and on weekends. Many working parents have their children check in after school and discuss their plans by phone.
· Talk with your children about positive values and personal traits, such as respect for self and others, hard work, responsibility, and honesty. Show those values through your actions.
· If you need help with a school-related problem, contact your children’s teachers, the school counselor, or principal.
The above information is based on “What can I do to help my child succeed in school?” from Questions Parents Ask About Schools, published by the U.S. Department of Education (www.ed.gov).

Topic  

Text for K-8

Seven Ways Parents Can Encourage Their Children to Read!

· Read yourself. Whether you’re reading the newspaper or curling up with a good book, your child will want to follow your example.

· Make sure that your child reads daily—with you, to you, or on their own. Reading is a skill. Children who read for fun each day develop the skills to become better readers at school.

· Get the library habit. Take your children to the library often and make sure they have their own library card.

· Read aloud to your child. It’s the most important way a parent can help a child become a better reader. Begin reading to your child as an infant—it’ll soon become “quality time” for years to come!

· Use the newspaper to improve reading skills. Ask your young child to find items in the paper like a map of the United States, a photo of an athlete, or three words beginning with the letter “m.” Ask your older child to summarize an article from the family, sports, or local sections.

· Give books as gifts. Find a special place for your child to keep his or her personal library. When selecting books, keep in mind your child’s interests and reading level. Consider selections that include children’s nonfiction as well as fiction.

· Ask your child’s teacher for book suggestions or a summer reading list. Let your child choose from those recommendations.

The above information is based upon “How Can I Encourage My Child To Read?” from Questions Parents Ask About Schools, published by the U.S. Department of Education (www.ed.gov). 

Topic  

Text for K-12

Questions to Ask at Parent-Teacher Conferences

1. What key skills and concepts will my child be expected to master this year in math, reading, language arts, science, and social studies?

2. How will my child be evaluated? How are grades determined in your classroom?

3. What can I do at home to complement what is happening in the classroom?

4. How do you accommodate differences in learning? What if my child learns at a slower pace and falls behind or is a fast learner and is bored?

5. What kinds of learning opportunities exist outside the classroom to make learning more connected to what happens in the real world?

Based upon excerpts from “Strengthening Your Child’s Academic Future,” produced by the Education Excellence Partnership.
15 Ways to Help Children Feel Good About Themselves

· Catch your child being good. Give your children praise, recognition, a special privilege, or increased responsibility for a job well done. Emphasize the good things children do.

· Take your children’s ideas, emotions, and feelings seriously. Children develop positive self-esteem and feel good about themselves when they are treated with respect.

· Define limits and rules clearly. It is important to consistently enforce limits and rules, but do allow some leeway for your children within these limits.

· Be a good role model. Let your children know that you feel good about yourself. Let your children know that you also make mistakes and learn from them

· Teach your children how to deal with time and money. Help your children spend time wisely and budget money carefully.

· Have reasonable expectations for your children. Help your children set reasonable goals so they can achieve success.

· Help your children develop tolerance toward those with different values, backgrounds, and cultures. Point out other people’s strengths.

· Give your children responsibility. Children feel useful and valued when given responsibility.

· Be available. Give your children support when they need it.

· Show your children that what they do is important to you. Talk with your children about their interests and activities. Go to their games, parents’ day at school, drama and music performances, and award ceremonies.

· Express your values. Describe the experiences that determined your values. Talk about the decisions you made to accept certain beliefs and explain the reasons behind your feelings.

· Spend time together. Share favorite activities.

· Discuss problems without placing blame or commenting on a child’s character. If children know there is a problem but do not feel attacked, they are more likely to help look for a solution.

· Use phrases that build self-esteem. Say “Thank you for helping,” or “That’s a good idea!” Avoid phrases that hurt self-esteem such as, “Why are you so stupid?” or “How many times have I told you?”

· Show your children how much you love them. Give your children lots of hugs. Tell them they are terrific. Find ways to tell your children that you love them every day!
From The Children’s Trust Fund, Madison, Wisconsin

A parent preview of what you and your child can expect in Third


Grade!





(Name) Elementary School


(Address)


(City), Wisconsin


(Phone #)





(Principal’s Name) Elementary School Principal





Third Grade Faculty


(List names including Art, Music P.E., Counselor)
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Field Trips and Special Events





Insert activities here


Here


Here


Here


Here


Here





__________________________________





	Quote or short poem�	about or by a child�	about this age? 











__________________________





Upon completion of Third Grade, the student should be able to:
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