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Date:  
February 26, 2004

To:   
Domestic Abuse Agency Staff and Wisconsin School District Homeless Liaisons 


From:
Margaret Planner, Assistant State Superintendent

Division for Reading and Student Achievement

Department of Public Instruction

Kitty Kocol, Administrator

            
Division of Children and Family Services

Department of Health and Family Services



Subject:  
Guidance Document on Homelessness Due to Domestic Abuse 

The Department of Health and Family Services (DHFS) and the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) are pleased to share with you a jointly prepared guidance document, “Schools Working with Domestic Violence Agencies and Homeless Students”.  This document will assist staff from domestic abuse agencies and school districts to support children and youth who are homeless as a result of domestic violence.   

The document was prepared by staff from both agencies, along with the Governor’s Council on Domestic Abuse, Children and Youth Committee, to encourage cooperation between agencies. We hope that the suggested practices in this document will help with school transfer and safety issues for students in disruptive situations due to domestic violence.

Many studies demonstrate the contribution of domestic violence to homelessness, particularly among families with children.  Domestic violence not only causes emotional disruption in a child’s life, but it also interferes with educational progress.  Children and youth who are involved in domestic abuse situations are more likely to change schools than children who are homeless for other reasons.  Every time a student changes schools, s/he loses from four to six months of academic progress.  Homeless students who change schools are 78% more likely to have poor attendance and 35% more likely to repeat a grade compared to students who do not change at all.

It is in every community’s interest to assist with the stability and educational progress of all our children and youth, including those students who are experiencing homelessness because of family violence.  All children and youth deserve the educational tools required to become a successful adult.  We are pleased to share the Schools Working with Domestic Violence Agencies and Homeless Students guidance document with everyone interested in helping children and youth who are suffering from domestic violence to gain stability and achieve success in their lives.

Please contact Sharon Lewandowski, Domestic Abuse Program Coordinator, Division of Children and Family Services at (608) 266-0700, lewansm@dhfs.state.wi.us or Mary Maronek, Coordinator, Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program, (608) 261-6322, mary.maronek@dpi.state.wi.us for more information about this document.
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