
INSTRUCTIONS FOR VERIFICATION OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS WITHIN PUBLIC DISTRICTS (PI-1201)

Send the completed form by July 1, 2011, to:                           

Data Management and Reporting
Fax:
608-266-2529

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
Phone:
608-267-3166

P. O. Box 7841
Email:
dpistats@dpi.wi.gov


Madison, WI  53707-7841        Helpdesk:  http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/helptool.html
Please keep a copy for your records.

The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) uses the PI-1201 form to determine the number and location of private schools so they will be correct in DPI’s database of private schools.  The PI-1201 is also used to determine whether Residential Care Centers provide a “school setting”.  DPI sends each private school a PI-1207 Private School Report in the fall.  If a private school is opening in your district, add it now.
Under section 9501 of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), each local educational agency (LEA) receiving funds “shall include a discussion of service delivery mechanisms that the agency, consortium, or entity could use to provide equitable services to eligible private school children, teachers, administrators, and other staff”.  Public school districts are responsible to consult with private schools located within their public school district boundaries and provide equitable services under section 9501.

The NCLB consolidated application was built on the assumption that a private school is physically located within the boundary of only one public school district.  When a private school is located within the boundaries of a K-12 district, the determination of which school district is responsible for section 9501 is clear.  When a private school is located within a K-8/Union High School (UHS) district boundary, we will automatically associate private school enrollment data and determine funding under NCLB covered programs with their public school grade level counterpart as follows:
Private schools located within a K-8/UHS district boundary

Private School Type


Grades 


Associated Public School District
Elementary/Middle


K-8



K-8 District

High School



9-12



UHS District

Elementary through High School
K-12



As determined by K-8 or UHS Public District









through correspondence in October 2003.

All private schools physically within your public district should be listed and classification indicated. 

New schools:  For each new private school, provide the school administrator’s name, school name, mail address, physical address, ship address (if different from mail address), telephone number, classification of school, grade level (elementary, middle, junior high, high, or combined elementary/secondary) and grade range (begin grade and end grade, such as KG-03, 06-08, or 09-12).  Refer to the grade level definitions on the next page.
 School changes:  Cross out incorrect information, and print the correct information next to the incorrect.

Closed schools:  If a school has closed, cross out all information, write “Closed” next to the school information, and write the school’s closing date if you know it.

Classification definitions:  DPI’s database identifies private schools in several classifications.  The classification Choice pertains to Milwaukee School District only.

· Choice:  Schools operated under the program by which parents may choose private schools for their children and have state funding directed to the appropriate institutions.  Pertains to Milwaukee School District only.

· Regular:  An elementary or secondary school run and supported by private individuals or a corporation rather than by arrangements with a government or public agency. 
· Residential Care Center (RCC):  (Previously referred to as a Child Care Institution.)  A facility operated by a child welfare agency licensed under Wis. Stat. sec. 48.60, for the care and maintenance of children residing in that facility.  On the PI-1201, an RCC listing without the Regular classification means that the RCC does not operate its own school and a separate entity provides educational services to the children in the RCC.
Grade level definitions

a.
Elementary school:  A school that generally offers undifferentiated instruction to a self-contained class, usually involving grades no higher than grade 8.

b.
Middle school:  A school with a program designed specifically for the early-adolescent learner, usually beginning with grade 5 or 6.

c.
Junior high school:  A school between the elementary and high school levels, usually offering at least some separate classes in different subjects and usually covering grades 7, 8, and 9.

d.
High school:  A school offering separate classes in different subjects and usually covering grades 9, 10, 11, and 12.

e.
Elementary/secondary combined school:  A school that generally offers instruction at all grade levels through grade 12 in one location due, in most cases, to the size of the district.  Although offered at one location, instruction is differentiated as elementary, middle/junior high school, and high school.

Under Wisconsin law, each public school district is responsible for ensuring that every child of school age who lives in the district is actually receiving an education.  A child can attend a public school, a private school, or be in home-based private instruction.  The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) relies on the public school district administrator to verify that the private schools operating in the district meet the criteria specified in Wis. Stat. sec.118.165:

Wis. Stat. sec.118.165 Private schools. (1) An institution is a private school if its educational program meets all of the following criteria:

(a)  The primary purpose of the program is to provide private or religious-based education.

(b)  The program is privately controlled.

(c)  The program provides at least 875 hours of instruction each school year.  Under Wis. Stat. sec 119.23(2)(a)8., schools in the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program must provide 1,050 hours of instructions in grades 1 through 6 and 1,137 hours of instructions in grades 7 through 12.
(d)  The program provides a sequentially progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction in reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, science and health.  This subsection does not require the program to include in its curriculum any concept topic or practice in conflict with the program’s religious doctrines or to exclude from its curriculum any concept, topic or practice consistent with the program’s religious doctrines.

(e)  The program is not operated or instituted for the purpose of avoiding or circumventing the compulsory school attendance requirement under Wis. Stat. sec.118.15(1)(a).

(f)  The pupils in the institution’s educational program, in the ordinary course of events, return annually to the homes of their parents or guardians for not less than 2 months of summer vacation, or the institution is licensed as a child welfare agency under Wis. Stat. sec.48.60(1).
Status Incomplete:  Only the private schools which have not completed the PI-1207 Private School Report for the school year 2010-2011 show this status.  The failure of the private school to complete the PI-1207 in a timely fashion will impact the amount of your allocation for ESEA Titles II-A, IV-A, and V-A, where a small percentage of federal funds are distributed to public schools based on the private schools’ enrollment data.
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