From: Bell, Palmer H. DPI [mailto:Palmer.Bell@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, October 02, 2009 1:10 PM
To: DACs

Subject: ACCESS testing

Dear District Assessment Coordinators:
 
Please see below for information on ordering, training test administrators, and other updates for the required ACCESS testing for English language learners.

 

ACCESS for ELLs® Ordering Information
You should have recently received an email from MetriTech regarding ordering of your ACCESS for ELLs® test materials.  The window to order your test materials is October 1 through October 22, 2009.  Similar to last year, the DPI will be providing the demographic data for creating the Pre-ID labels.  If you did not receive the email from MetriTech or need technical assistance, please contact MetriTech at (800) 747-4868.

 

ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrator Training
All individuals administering the ACCESS for ELLs® assessments need to be trained prior to testing.  You can train by:

· Completing the online training course located at www.wida.us. (Remember: quizzes are required even for those who attend a face‐to‐face training.)

· Using WIDA’s professional development PowerPoint presentations and supporting documents related to ACCESS for ELLs®. They can be downloaded from the “Training Toolkit” section of the WIDA online training course.  Note: WIDA will be updating the PowerPoint presentation in October.

· Practicing test administration with other trained test administrators. This is especially important for Kindergarten test administrators. Do not give any part of the test to any individual who has not completed ACCESS for ELLs® test administration training and signed a WIDA Non‐Disclosure Agreement.

 It is highly recommended by both DPI and WIDA that test administrators are re-trained on an annual basis, as the ACCESS for ELLs® undergoes changes every year. Pay close attention to any new guidance in the Test Administration Manuals and online training course. Kindergarten test administrators in particular should note changes this year.  Please refer to the attached document from WIDA – ACCESS Training Reminder Sept09.pdf. 

 

ACCESS for ELLs® Updates
There have been some minor revisions to the Test Administration Manual, particularly for the “Do Not Score” codes and some accommodations. These revisions clarify the intended purpose of the fields and will hopefully result in cleaner data.  Please be sure to review the Manual carefully.

· The number of writing prompts (except for grade level cluster 1-2, tier A) will decrease from 4 to 3. 

· In kindergarten, the directions are now called "manual" (like the rest of the grade clusters), and there is a new break policy, explained in  the manual.

Please contact Renae Fjeld Accardo with any questions or concerns at 608-267-5153 or at renae.fjeldaccardo@dpi.wi.gov.
