From: Bell, Palmer H. DPI [mailto:Palmer.Bell@dpi.wi.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 12:24 PM
To: DACs
Subject: ELL Update

Dear District Assessment Coordinators:
 
Please see below for updates on ordering ACCESS testing materials, applying for the ACCESS item writing workshop, and participation in the Alternate ACCESS pilot testing project for English language learners.

ACCESS for ELLs®

All orders for ACCESS for ELLs® test materials must be made by Thursday, October 22. When placing your order, request only the exact number of tests needed for each grade (form) and tier. MetriTech will automatically add up to 10% overage to your order to accommodate any unforeseen increase in student numbers during the testing window. Additional test booklets can be ordered until January 29, 2010, and typically arrive within 48 hours. 

Beginning this year, WIDA will charge the state for the cost of overages that exceed 115% of the number of students tested/scored. DPI will be monitoring orders, and will contact you if your district’s order appears to be in excess of the number of identified district ELL students. If you need assistance with your order, please call (800) 747-4868 and ask for WIDA Technical Support.

ACCESS for ELLs® Item Writing Course

WIDA and The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) will be conducting their annual item writing course from January 4 to March 19, 2010. Please review the attached flyer for course details. Additional information and the application can be found at www.wida.us/itemwriting
Educators are encouraged to apply and contribute their expertise to the ongoing development of the ACCESS for ELLs® assessment. Please apply before the deadline of October 30, 2009. 

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Assessment

The Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® assessment project team is requesting participation in the pilot testing of newly developed performance‐based items and the revised evidence‐collection items. The Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® is designed to be an ELP measure for use with ELL students who have significant disabilities (primarily cognitive disabilities but, for the pilot test, would like to include students with a range of disabilities). Please review the attachments for additional information. If you are interested in participating, contact Jessica Wohlferd at WIDA, by email:  wohlferd@wisc.edu or phone (608) 263‐4258.

Please contact Renae Fjeld Accardo with any questions or concerns at renae.fjeldaccardo@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 267-5153. 
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