Grade 8 Social Studies

	Proficiency

Level
	WKCE-CRT Proficiency Level Descriptions and Scale Score Ranges

	Advanced

403 and above


	Students at the Advanced level demonstrate in-depth understanding of academic knowledge and skills tested on the WKCE by:

· using physical and mental maps of the world to locate major geographic or political features

· identifying and classifying landforms based on their physical characteristics and features 

· relating technological inventions of the past to their influence on human activity and historical events

· analyzing and interpreting information about significant eras or events in United States history, including the impact on groups of people, society, or technological advances

· drawing conclusions from primary source documents or relating ideas in them to historical events or other documents 

· interpreting or explaining the purpose or content of editorial cartoons 

· understanding key principles about the organization and function of the United States government and the roles and responsibilities of individuals 

· explaining the purpose of laws and regulations established by government 

· interpreting graphs or charts and drawing conclusions about trends from research data 

· interpreting relationships among resources, products, and economic impact 
· explaining economic trade relationships and the consequences or effects of trade relationships on the partners 
· tracing the development of cultural products and the role of artifacts and traditions in communicating ideas and experiences and in learning about cultures 
· drawing conclusions about the impact of historical events on groups and cultures 

	Proficient

364–402

	Students at the Proficient level demonstrate competency in the academic knowledge and skills tested on the WKCE by:

· interpreting information from visual materials, including maps, graphs, tables, and editorial cartoons and drawing conclusions 

· understanding geographic terms and landforms 

· relating physical geographic features to human activity 

· classifying and identifying natural resources

· gathering, organizing, or analyzing information about significant United States historical events and the significance of events

· interpreting primary source documents for key ideas or principles 

· explaining the structure and purpose of the United States system of government and identifying powers of the three branches of government 
· describing the role of mass media in political processes and activities 

· tracing historical developments in economics, trade, and trade relationships

· identifying ways in which the transmission of cultures occurs 

	Basic

334–363
	Students at the Basic level demonstrate some academic knowledge and skills tested on the WKCE by:

· reading, interpreting, and drawing conclusions from information on a map 

· analyzing and interpreting data on graphs, charts, and other visual displays and drawing conclusions 
· using physical and mental maps of the world to locate political features 
· identifying major landforms and natural resources based on their characteristics 
· describing the role of mass media in political processes and activities 

	Minimal Performance

333 and below
	Students at the Minimal Performance level demonstrate very limited academic knowledge and skills tested on the WKCE.  


