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Test Security

T h e  Wi s c on s i n  A l te r n ate  As s e s s m e n t  for  Stu d e n t s  w i t h  D i s a bi l i t i e s  
(WAA-SwD) Test Books and student Answer Documents must be kept secure. 
Students must not be exposed to test content before the actual testing. If students 
have prior knowledge of test content, results of testing can give a deceptive picture. 
Please assume responsibility for maintaining strict security of these documents.

Wisconsin  
Student  
Assessment
System

The Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) is a comprehensive statewide program designed  
to provide information about what students know in core academic areas and whether they can  
apply what they know. The Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD) 
is designed for students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the Wisconsin 
Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE), even with accommodations. The WAA-SwD is  
aligned to Extended Grade Band Standards developed by the Department of Public Instruction and 
Wisconsin educators. 
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	 i n t r o d u c t i o n 	 1

Purpose
This document is designed to help you administer the Wisconsin Alternate 
Assessment for Students with Disabilities (WAA-SwD) in a uniform manner 
essential for the integrity of this testing program. Following the instructions 
in this manual ensures similar testing conditions for all students with 
disabilities.

Participation in the WAA-SwD
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 
(IDEA) and Wisconsin s. 115.77 require participation of students with 
disabilities in state and district wide assessments. Specifically, IDEA 
stipulates, “Children with disabilities are included in general State 
and district-wide assessment programs with accommodations, where 
necessary.” In addition, IDEA and Wisconsin s. 115.787 require that 
alternate assessments be provided to students with disabilities when the 
IEP team determines that participation in the standard state assessment is 
inappropriate for the student. 

The WAA-SwD is designed for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
who cannot participate in the WKCE, even with accommodations. All students 
must take either the complete WKCE or the complete WAA-SwD — not 
parts of both. The WKCE is intended for students whose instruction is based 
upon the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards. The WAA-SwD is intended 
for students whose instruction is based upon the Extended Grade Band 
Standards. IEP teams should complete the WAA-SwD Participation Checklist, 
found at http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html, when determining which assessment 
is most appropriate for the student.

Introduction
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Test Books
There is one test book for each grade level, containing all content areas. Students 
in grades 3, 5, 6, and 7 are assessed in reading and mathematics. Students in 
grades 4, 8, and 10 are assessed in reading, mathematics, and science. Students 
will be assessed for the grade in which they are currently enrolled. At each grade 
level, all content areas tested are combined into two books: the Teacher Test 
Book contains the test administrator’s protocol for each content area, and the 
Student Test Book contains all of the graphics and answer choices to be used by 
the student. The test administrator records the answers indicated by the student 
on a machine-scannable student Answer Document.

Both the Teacher Test Book and the Student Test Book are laid out in 
landscape format to allow for larger print and graphics. The Teacher Test 
Book has one item per page. In the Reading section, the Student Test Book 
generally has one item per two pages, allowing for a first page with the 
“passage” and a second page with the answer choices. The Mathematics and 
Science sections of the Student Test Book have one item per page.

Portions of the Reading test will be designated as “read by teacher” 
and “read by student.” (Page 13 of this manual provides instructions on 
how to administer these test items.)

Manipulatives
For the purposes of the WAA-SwD, a manipulative is defined as a tangible 
object that is handled by a student or teacher to allow the student to engage 
with the content of the test question. The use of manipulatives is optional 
and not a requirement of this test EXCEPT the use of a ruler in grade 10 
mathematics.

It is imperative to review the WAA-SwD test prior to test administration to 
determine appropriate manipulatives that may be used for your students. 
This decision should be an item-by-item decision made for each individual 
student. Manipulatives should be the same as what the student uses for daily 
instruction and must not change what the test item is measuring. For more 
information, go to http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html.
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Test Administrator Requirements
A WAA-SwD test administrator should be a licensed professional (such 
as an administrator, speech pathologist, or teacher) who is familiar with 
individual students’ response styles and employed by the school or district. 
Paraprofessionals may not administer the WAA-SwD. An online training for 
test administrators is available at: http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html.

The test administrator will administer the test individually to each student 
using the Teacher Test Book. The students will view the pages in the 
Student Test Book and indicate their responses, to be recorded by the test 
administrator on the student Answer Document. 

Test Schedules
The WAA-SwD is administered individually to students and is not 
timed. Therefore, the schedule for administering the assessment is highly 
individualized. Test administrators may administer the tests anytime within 
the testing window (October 24–November 25, 2011). Testing sessions 
should occur at times when the student is most alert and responsive. 
Students should be provided as much time as needed to complete the test, 
within the testing window.

Interrupted Sessions
Every effort should be made to present all content area tests to the student. 
However, there is no requirement to complete a content area, or even a 
session, in one day. Students may stop and then return to testing within the 
same session based on the individual student’s needs as assessed by the test 
administrator. While students may return to testing as stated above, they 
may not return to a test item that has already been started. All WAA-SwD 
testing must occur within the testing window. If a student does not finish an 
assessment, the student Answer Document should still be submitted  
for scoring.

Testing Dates
October 24 through 
November 25, 2011
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Check Your Test Materials
Check to be sure that you have the following materials. If any materials are 
missing, contact the School Assessment Coordinator for your school or the 
District Assessment Coordinator.

FOR THE TEST ADMINISTRATOR

	 Directions for Test Administration (this manual)

	 one Teacher Test Book for every student who is being tested at each 
grade level

	 one student Answer Document for each student being assessed

FOR THE STUDENT

	 one Student Test Book at the appropriate grade level

A No. 2 pencil will be required to complete the student Answer Document 
as well as a ruler for Grade 10 Mathematics. Please note that these items are 
not provided for you.

Observe Test Security Guidelines
The primary goal of WSAS test security is to protect the integrity of the 
examination. If any of the questions are made public, the validity and fairness 
of the test will be compromised. Everyone who works with the assessment, 
communicates test results, and/or receives testing information  
is responsible for test security.

All test materials must be kept secure. Test materials must be kept in a locked 
storage cabinet or area before and after all testing sessions. Manipulatives or 
assistive devices that provide clues to the content of the test should also be kept 
secure. Destroy manipulatives and delete programming on any assistive device 
following test administration. Test security is the responsibility of the entire 
school community.

Disciplinary measures for educators and school staff will be determined at 
employment level based on local board policy. In extreme cases, DPI reserves 
the right to pursue its own sanctions of department-licensed individuals for 
school or district testing irregularities.

For more information on test security, see the “WSAS Policy & Procedure 
Manual ” section of the WSAS Guide for District Assessment Coordinators 
and School Assessment Coordinators, which is available online at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/publications.html.

	 Before Testing
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Prepare Your Students
Inform students about the testing procedure and help them approach 
testing in a relaxed, positive manner. Explain that the purpose of taking an 
achievement test is to find out which skills have been mastered and which 
skills need further development. Point out that some items may be more 
difficult than others and some material may be new to students; they are 
not expected to know all the answers. Reassure students that they will be 
given ample time to do their best. Emphasize that the test requires no special 
preparation and that scores will not affect their grades.

Sample Items for Each Content Area

Sample items for each content area are provided at:  
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html. These items may be used to prepare students 
for the assessment. Each sample item has a corresponding page in both the 
Teacher Test Book and the Student Test Book. Please note that the sample 
items include additional information (grade, subject, performance level, item 
type, and indicator) for training purposes only. This information will NOT 
appear on actual test items.   
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6	 B E F OR  E  T  E S TIN   G 	

Plan Your Testing Sessions
WAA-SwD sessions are individually administered and are untimed. The test 
administrator should:

	 View the test administrator training available online at: 
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html

	 Review the teacher and student test books in order to prepare student 
manipulatives.

	 Coordinate scheduling with the School Assessment Coordinator (SAC) 
to avoid unnecessary interruptions of testing sessions. 

	 Complete the Student Information Page before testing if student pre-ID 
labels are not used.

	 Avoid testing on days just before or after vacations, important school 
functions, holidays, or weekends.

	 Try to schedule testing sessions for times when the student is alert and 
responsive. Continue testing as long as the student is able to participate 
in a meaningful manner.

	 Schedule breaks to maintain an unhurried pace and a relaxed 
atmosphere. Be sensitive to the student’s fatigue level and attention span 
and alter your schedule as necessary.

	 Administer all content areas to students for the grade level in which they 
are enrolled. Complete all WAA-SwD testing within the testing window. 

Accommodations
Every effort is made to allow for a positive testing experience for all 
students. Assistive technology routinely used for classroom instruction and 
documented in IEPs may be used for administration of the WAA-SwD. The 
test books may be obtained prior to administration for the programming of 
assistive technology devices. All information programmed into an assistive 
technology device for test administration must be deleted when testing is 
complete.

Accommodations for testing must be documented in the student’s IEP. 
Indicate which accommodations were used in the Student Assessment 
Report, located on the back cover of the student Answer Document.

For more information, please refer to the Assessment Accommodations 
Matrix, beginning on page 18 of this document. The Assessment 
Accommodations Matrix is also available at  
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/accommtrx.html.
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Braille Books and Picture Descriptions
Braille editions of the WAA-SwD and picture descriptions are available 
through DPI for students who are visually impaired. An order form is 
available at: http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/dacforms.html. Test administrators 
are responsible for recording student responses onto a WAA-SwD 
student Answer Document to be returned for scoring. A separate Test 
Administration Manual is not necessary for the Braille editions.

Fill In the Student Information Page
The Student Information Page must be completed only if you are not using 
student pre-ID labels. Samples of the Student Information Page and a 
student pre-ID label can be found on pages 11 and 12 of this manual.

Your district was provided with student pre-ID labels; please use these  
labels even if they contain incorrect information. The opportunity to correct 
this information will be provided by updating the Wisconsin Student 
Number Locator System (WSLS) and the Individual Student Enrollment 
System (ISES) or by using the Record Editing System (RES).

You should have received three labels per student. The left-hand label with 
NO barcode is for teacher use only. Apply an undamaged barcoded student 
pre-ID label to the front cover of the student Answer Document.

To be completed by school staff:
	 1.	� STUDENT’S NAME: Print the last name, first name, and middle 

initial in the spaces provided. If there are not enough spaces for each 
part of the name, print only as many letters as there are spaces.

		�  Fill in the appropriate circle below each letter. If the letter space is 
blank, fill in the empty circle at the top of the column under that 
letter space.

	 2.	� BIRTH DATE: Write the birth date in the spaces provided. Fill in  
the appropriate circles in each column for the month, day, and year 
of birth. If the birth date is a single digit, the “zero” circle in the  
left-hand column under “Day” should be filled in.

	 3.	� TEACHER, SCHOOL, DISTRICT: Print the teacher, school,  
and district names in the appropriate boxes.

	 4.	 Fill in the appropriate circle for “Female” or “Male.”

	 5.	� ETHNICITY: Fill in the racial or ethnic group that the student 
belongs to or identifies with.

STUDENT PRE-ID 
LABELS
The labels in the left 
column of the label 
sheets are for teacher 
use only. The barcoded 
labels are for the 
student Answer 
Document.

Test administrators 
should fill in the 
Student Information 
Page.
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8	 B E F OR  E  T  E S TIN   G 	

To be filled in by test administrators or District Assessment Coordinators 
after completion of testing, using information provided by school or 
district personnel with access to the relevant student records:

	 6.	� WI STUDENT NUMBER: Write the ten-digit Wisconsin 
Student Number (WSN) in the spaces provided. Fill in the 
appropriate circle below each digit. More information on 
WSNs and a list of WSLS/ISES administrators can be found at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/dm-eseadata.html.

	 7.	� ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ELP) STATUS: Fill in the 
circle that indicates the student’s English Language Proficiency (ELP) 
status code. A DPI-approved assessment instrument—ACCESS for 
ELLs® as of the 2005–06 academic year—must be used to determine 
the appropriate code (1–5) if the student is categorized as an English 
Language Learner (ELL). Code 6 is “Formerly ELL/Now Fully 
English Proficient.” Code 7 is “Never ELL/Fully English Proficient.” 
See http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/ells.html for descriptions of the English 
Language Proficiency levels.

	 8.	� MOBILITY STATUS: If the student has NOT been enrolled in the 
district for 9.25 months, fill in the circle for “NO” on the DISTRICT 
line. If the student has NOT been enrolled in the school for 9.25 
months, fill in the circle for “NO” on the SCHOOL line. “Yes” will be 
assumed unless “NO” is marked.

	 9.	� LOCAL STUDENT I.D. (recommended): If your school district 
has chosen to assign Local Student I.D. numbers, write the number 
in the spaces provided. If the Local Student I.D. has fewer than 
ten digits, make sure the last digit of the number falls in the space 
farthest to the right. Write leading zeros in any remaining spaces. Fill 
in the appropriate circle below each digit.

	 10.	� OPTIONAL FIELD: Districts may use this field for their own 
purposes or leave it blank. This ten-digit numeric field can be used 
to record additional information about students in the WAA student 
data file. Among other examples of data that might be recorded in 
this field are the length of time a student has attended a particular 
school, the types of services the student has received, or the student’s 
homeroom teacher or guidance counselor.

	 11.	� TESTING STATUS (Parent Opt-Out): If the parent or guardian 
requested to excuse this student from participating in the WAA-
SwD, fill in the circle for “P” in the “TESTING STATUS” section of 
the biogrid. All students excused by parent opt-out count as “not 
tested” students for determining Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 

Parent opt-out  
should be indicated  
by filling in the bubble 
in the “TESTING  
STATUS” box.

ELP/Mobility Status  
You may contact the 
District Assessment 
Coordinator or DPI for 
further clarification of a 
student’s ELP/Mobility 
status.
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		�N  ote that students will be coded as “T” (expected to participate in all 
content areas covered by WSAS) unless coded as “P.” Participation in 
the WAA-SwD counts as participation in WSAS for the purpose of 
determining Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

	 12.	� SPECIAL STATUS: To protect students’ privacy, fill in the following 
sensitive demographic data after testing, just before test materials 
are sent to CTB. The status codes are defined below. Please read the 
definitions carefully. Be sure to mark all codes that apply for each 
student. Important: If no special codes are marked, the student’s 
special status will be recorded as “none.”

		�  D = student with a disability. A “student with a disability” (SwD) 
is a student who is considered eligible for the federal child count 
as reported by the district to DPI on the IDEA Federal Student 
December 1 Data Report (PI-2197). This includes any student who 
was reported by the district as eligible on PI-2197 or who has been 
identified as eligible since December 1, unless the student has exited 
the district’s special education program. Status as a “student with a 
disability” is based on the student’s status as of the date the student is 
tested.

		�H   = student who has a physical or mental impairment covered by 
Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act.

		�U   = long-term U.S. student indicator. Beginning in grade 1, a 
student who has attended school in the United States for at least five 
consecutive years is considered to be a long-term U.S. student. This 
data element is required of ELL students with English Language 
Proficiency status codes 1 and 2.

		�  M = migrant student. A “migrant student” is any student who is, 
or whose parent or guardian is, a migratory fisher, a dairy worker, or 
an agricultural worker AND who, in the preceding 36 months, has 
moved from one school district to another in order for the worker  
to obtain temporary or seasonal employment in agricultural or 
fishing work.

		�  L = student who has been enrolled for less than one full academic 
year in one or more schools in the United States.

		�  Z = student who is economically disadvantaged. An “economically 
disadvantaged” student is a member of a household that meets the 
income eligibility guidelines for free or reduced-price lunch (<−185% 
of Federal Poverty Guidelines) under the National School Lunch 
Program. Districts are permitted to use their best local source of 
information about the economic status of individual students that is 
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		�  consistent with the DPI definition above. In the absence of reliable 
subsidized-lunch eligibility data, districts can use available county 
data, scholarship information, post-secondary options information, 
or other appropriate data.

	 13.	� FOR SPECIAL STATUS “D” STUDENTS RESIDING OUT OF 
DISTRICT (OOD) ONLY: This section must be completed only for 
a student with a disability (SwD) who resides outside of your school 
district. If the student attends school in your district due to an IEP 
placement from another district, fill in the circle for “YES.” “No” 
will be assumed unless “YES” is marked. For “YES,” the test book 
requires special processing because the district of residence will be 
held accountable for the performance and progress of this student. 
For the student’s data to be accurately processed, CTB needs you to 
provide the following information about this student on the Student 
Information Page.

		�  District of Residence: Provide the four-digit number assigned by 
DPI for the district of residence. Residence is based on where the 
student typically sleeps at night. For students with disabilities who 
reside in another state, use the code 9999.  
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Student Information Page 
Inside Front Cover of the student Answer Document

TK

(Please use a No. 2 pencil to complete this page.)

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

.I.MtsriFtsaL STUDENT’S NAME BIRTH DATE
Month YearDay

WI STUDENT NUMBER ETHNICITY (mark one)

For School/District Use Only (To be completed after testing)

District of 
Residence

Is this special status “D” student attending your 
district via an IEP placement from another district? 

No will be assumed unless YES is marked.
If YES is marked, this student’s results will be sent to the IEP district. 

Please provide the student’s district of residence (or accountability) below.

Local Student I.D.

TEACHER

SCHOOL

DISTRICT

For Special Status “D” Students Residing Out of District (OOD) Only

SPECIAL STATUSTESTING STATUS
 eb lliw sutats laicepS .ylppa taht lla etacidnI                                      

recorded as “none” if none are marked. 

Complete this form only if the pre-ID label is unavailable. This information is required for all students enrolled, 
including students tested and students not tested, to produce summary reports.

 A Asian/
Pacifi c Islander

Z
D
H

YES

P

M
U

Female Male

 B Black (not of 
Hispanic origin)

 H Hispanic

 I American Indian/
Alaska Native

 W White (not of 
Hispanic origin) 

KA
Optional Field

B C D E F G H I J L M N O P Q R S T

L

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
tneic fiorP hsilgnE detimiL      

fiorP egaugnaL hsilgnE eht droceR   ciency (ELP) status code for the student 
by fi lling in the appropriate circle.

English Profi cient 

MOBILITY STATUS

For School/District Use Only

NO
NO

“Yes” will be assumed unless “NO” is marked.
 ?raey cimedaca lluf a rof LOOHCS SIHT ni neeb tneduts saH 
 ?raey cimedaca lluf a rof TCIRTSID SIHT ni neeb tneduts saH 
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Student Pre-ID Label
Data from the Wisconsin Student Number Locator System (WSLS) and the Individual Student 
Enrollment System (ISES) were used to create student demographic pre-ID labels for all 
students enrolled in grades 3 through 8 and 10. The initial shipment of pre-ID labels should 
arrive at the beginning of the testing window. A second shipment of labels, for students who 
are new to Wisconsin Public Schools after October 1, should arrive in districts by the end of 
the testing window. It is critical for reporting and accountability that districts use these labels. 
Unlike prior years, “bubbling” all test books for the school or district should not be considered 
a viable option. Bubbling will be necessary only in very rare cases when a label is not available 
for a new student. WSLS and ISES records may not be completely updated in your district; 
therefore, you may see data that are inaccurate on the pre-ID label. However, if you can 
determine that the label is for a student who should be tested on WSAS, you should still use 
the label. Corrections and updates must be made to your district’s records in the WSLS and 
ISES databases. Contact your local WSLS/ISES administrator to make changes.

If a student transfers out of your district after labels have been shipped, you should send that 
student’s pre-ID label along with other confidential records. The receiving district should still 
use this label even though it appears to have inaccurate school and district information on it.

Corrections and updates to the WSLS and ISES databases can be made through at least mid-
November. Once these data are “locked” in early December, DPI will send a new student 
demographic data file to CTB, and all updates made in WSLS and ISES will be incorporated 
into the student WSAS data during the scoring process. Accurate reporting and accountability 
determinations depend on the integrity of these data. Please work with your district 
WSLS/ISES administrator to make changes in a complete and timely manner. 

DPI may have created labels for some students who are not in a tested grade. These labels 
should be destroyed, not placed on a test book.

For more information on student pre-ID labels, see http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/dacdata.html.

Place student pre-ID Should one label
become damaged,

there is a spare.
label here.

Student Barcode Labels 
One undamaged barcode label must be applied as

shown to the FRONT cover of each student’s
test book. Write the student’s name or use the

extra barcode label on the back cover. 

Master Reference Label 
This label should not be 

applied to the student 
response documents.

STEWART, MARY K 
LOCAL STUDENT ID: 1234567890 
SCHOOL          : ADAMS FRIEND 0130 
DISTRICT         : ADAMS FRIEND 0014 
GRADE            : 03 
GENDER          :  
BIRTHDATE     : 01/04/02 
ELP STATUS    : 7 
DISABILITY      : Y 
2011-2012 BARCODE ID: 12345678 

DO NOT USE ON BOOK

STEWART, MARY K 

ADAMS FRIEND   0130 

ADAMS FRIEND   0014 

GRADE: 03 

12345678

STEWART, MARY K 

ADAMS FRIEND   0130 

ADAMS FRIEND   0014 

GRADE: 03 

12345678
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Administer the WAA-SwD Test
Following instructions exactly ensures similar testing conditions for all 
students. Test directions should be read as written.

Every attempt should be made to administer all content area tests to 
the student. Prepare manipulatives before testing. Since sessions are 
administered individually and are untimed, students should be given as 
much time as necessary to complete the test. See “Plan Your Testing Sessions” 
on page 6 of this manual for more information.

The following elements are used throughout the Teacher Test Book.

 Prepare:  Place student page  Sample A  in front of the student. 

Read the sentence. 

 Point to the sentence and allow the student to read the following: 

 John likes to ride his bike. 

 Point to each answer choice. 

What does John like to ride? 

Student Response: 

__ A. Indicates Car 
__ B. Indicates Horse 
__ C. Indicates Bike 
__ D. Other 
__ E. No Response 

Sample A read by 
STUDENT 

The reading passages will be marked read by STUDENT or read by
TEACHER as appropriate. This indicates an item to be read by the student.
The information the student is to read will appear in the Student Test Book.

The directions to be read aloud to the student are preceded by a 
“SAY” icon and are printed in bold type. 

Information that is only for the
test administrator and is not to
be read aloud looks like this.This is read aloud by

the test administrator.

This sentence/passage is what
the student reads and what the
test administrator may NOT read.

During Testing
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Fill In the Student Answer 
Document
During the test, the test administrator may mark responses in the Teacher 
Test Book and then go back and bubble in the student Answer Document 
with a No. 2 pencil after the test has been administered to the student.  
Only the student Answer Document will be used for scoring.
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Fill In the Student Assessment 
Report

(back cover of the student Answer Document) 

The Student Assessment Report, on the back cover of the student Answer 
Document, must be completed for all students expected to take the  
WAA-SwD. Be sure to use a No. 2 pencil when filling out the Report.

Back Cover of the Student Answer Document

WAA-SwD Minimal Performance

WAA-SwD Basic

 cient

WAA-SwD Advanced

Student Performance Level Survey

WAA-SwD Assessment Accommodations

Directions: Complete this section for students who participated in the WAA-SwD with one or more of the following accommodations. 
Mark all that apply. 

Student Assessment Report

Type of Accommodation

Used translation

Signed test questions and content to student

Used Braille   

Used assistive device (e.g., text-talker, adaptive keyboard, picture symbols)

Used objects or manipulatives

Used another DPI-approved accommodation

Alternate Assessment Results for Social Studies, Language Arts, and Writing

Directions: Complete this section for all students with disabilities who participated in the alternate assessment for Social Studies, 
Language Arts, and Writing. Results must be based upon DPI Administration Guide and Rating Scales.

Mathematics ScienceReading

Write student’s name in this box.

All students must take either the complete WKCE 
or the complete WAA-SwD—not parts of both. The 
WKCE is for students whose instruction is based on 
the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards. The 
WAA-SwD is for students whose instruction is based 
on the Extended Grade Band Standards.

Note: Read the Performance Level Descriptors located in the Extended Grade Band Standards before completing this section. 
This survey is used for research purposes only and will not infl uence the score of the student for whom you are administering the 
assessment. The results of this survey are completely confi dential and only summary-level data will be reviewed. 
Directions: Based on the Performance Level Descriptors and the test administrator’s judgment, this student’s performance rating is estimated to 
be (please mark one rating for each content area tested on the WAA-SwD): 

WAA-SwD Minimal Performance

WAA-SwD Basic

 cient

WAA-SwD Advanced

ScienceMathematicsReading

Writing
Language

Arts 
Social

Studies

After Testing
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The Student Performance Level Survey
Your participation in the Student Performance Level Survey will provide 
valuable research information. The results of this survey are completely 
confidential and will not influence the score of the student for whom you are 
administering the assessment. Only summary-level data will be reviewed.

Based upon your knowledge of the Performance Level Descriptors found 
within the Extended Grade Band Standards, classify your student’s 
performance into one of the four performance levels (WAA-SwD Minimal 
Performance, WAA-SwD Basic, WAA-SwD Proficient, and WAA-SwD 
Advanced). These descriptors are included with the Teacher Test Book.

A detailed description of each performance level by grade and content area 
can also be found at: http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html.

Accommodations
Fill in the appropriate bubble on the form to indicate each type of 
accommodation that the student used in any content area of the WAA-SwD.

Please refer to the Assessment Accommodations Matrix beginning on  
page 18 to see if an accommodation is allowed for a given student.

Rating Scale
The proficiency levels for Social Studies, Language Arts, and Writing, for 
students in grades 4, 8, and 10, are determined through teacher rating scales 
based upon classroom evidence. These forms are downloadable from the 
DPI website http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html and can be completed at any 
time within the testing window. Scores should be recorded on the back of the 
student Answer Document in order to be included in the student’s report.

Assemble Materials for Return
The School Assessment Coordinator (SAC) will coordinate return of WSAS 
test materials to the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC), who will then 
return all test documents in the district, including all WAA-SwD Teacher 
Test Books and Student Test Books, to CTB/McGraw-Hill for scoring.

Full instructions for returning materials are located in the WSAS Guide for 
District Assessment Coordinators and School Assessment Coordinators.

Marking Tests Invalid
Every effort must be made to administer all content areas of the WAA-SwD 
to all students expected to take the examination. If necessary, you may 
invalidate a content area by filling in all circles for questions 1 through 5 for 
each content area affected.
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Students whose tests are invalidated count as not-tested students for 
accountability purposes; therefore, invalid tests may adversely affect the 
federal accountability requirement of 95% participation rate for a school 
and district. 
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m
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ng
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Th
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in
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ot

 c
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de
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an

ce
 w

ith
 th
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m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f w
or

ds
, i

nt
en

t o
f t

es
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ue
st

io
ns
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r r
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po
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 to
 te

st
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 fo

r m
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m
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r p
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 c
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Th
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R
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 b
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 c
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Si
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pl
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ng
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 re
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t b
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 b
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