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Puppets & Dramatic Play

With Child Care Connections

~ A newsletter within a newsletter



The Puppet Master

Marlon was an especially lively, resilient child. The younger son in a single parent
household, he was comfortable in child care, exerting a sense of ownership over
the equipment and toys he interacted with. His contributions to “Show & Tell”

always captivated the group and prompted discussion, whether sharing the fact that he had been
born in another country or that his mother had had a party over the weekend. Savoring the program’s
regular poetry reading, he quickly memorized the repertoire. He was a positive force in building a sense
of community and harmony in the group of eighteen 5-to 7-year-olds.

One way he did this was through his impromptu puppet shows. While small groups engaged in table
games and free play, Marlon would frequently disappear behind a windowed divider. A hand-puppet
would appear in the window. “Looking” around, bobbing and swaying, the puppet waited to be noticed.
When one child remarked on the puppet’s presence, the performance would begin with a poem recitation.

Children drifted toward the “stage”, some joining in the recitation, and inevitably a conversation would
start between the puppet and the audience. Some children would join Marlon behind the scenes.
Sometimes the puppets reproduced favorite stories and sometimes they pursued storylines evolving
from the current events in the lives of the children.

The performances lasted 5-10 minutes and usually ended anticlimactically without applause or story
resolution. The performers left to extend the dramatic theme into other play areas or to act on a new
play idea which suddenly occurred to them during the puppet show.

The teacher found it easy to influence the performance by introducing simple props, such as a spoon
and saucepan or a toy car and a traffic sign. Asking a leading question could alter the direction of the
performance. She helped provide a storyline and conclusion to a rambling show, sometimes facilitating
a discussion during or after the performance. Frequently children
with timid temperaments were drawn into interacting with the
puppets; with encouraging conversation, the adult caregiver
supported these children and interpreted their actions for

the group.

Another way the teacher assisted younger, less sure
children in their budding efforts at puppetry was to simply
play recorded music to which the puppets danced and
mimed. The exhilaration of the puppetry success
carried over into attempts at other play challenges and
social interaction. It was always exciting to see new
play partnerships result from the puppet performance.
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The Puppet Miser

The new teacher in the Wasp Nest room worked her way through the storage
cupboards, acquainting herself with the inventory of equipment and resources. When
she found the box of puppets in the top shelf of a hard-to-reach cupboard, she cried out
in delight. A plush furry lion’s head and a fierce-looking dragon lay awaiting her life-giving hands. She
glimpsed shades of lavender and sea-green rayon beneath them. Stepping down from the stool she was
standing on, she set the box on the floor to investigate further. Having heard her cry, the children came
running to see what she had found. “Puppets! Yay, puppets!! Let me have one! Grrrrrr...arrr!” The most
aggressive of the children grabbed the lion and promptly used the puppet to begin mauling the child nearest
him.

The assistant teacher also came quickly to the scene , scooping the puppet off the child’s hand.
Seemingly in one fluid motion, she popped the puppet back into the box and the box high out of reach atop
a nearby shelf. “We don't let the kids play with these,” she said decidedly to the new teacher. “They cost
a fortune.” When the teacher failed to respond, she added, “And you see how they play with them. They'd
be wrecked in no time.”

The children shuffled away and deflatedly resumed the dropped threads of their play. The now puppetless
child found a doll with which to renew the “mauling” of his playmates. Exasperated, the assistant teacher
snatched the doll out of the boy’s hands. He squealed and jumped for the doll. When he couldn’t reach it,
he ran around the room from play area to play area, tapping equipment and disrupting the play of others.
The assistant teacher shot a grim “See what you started” look at the new
teacher, who silently put the puppet box back in the cupboard and shut the
door.

Six months later, she left the center without ever using the puppets.

Hmmm. True stories. Which one tells the story of your center? Are you
generously putting your equipment to use in supporting children’s growth and
development in ways that are accessible and relevant to them? Or are the
children in your center undernourished in imaginative performances due to the
staff ‘s starvation diet concerning props and opportunities? Master or miser? Maybe it's time to add some
calories to your curriculum!

-Lita Kate Haddal, editor.
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A Careqiving History Lesson

Licensed and certified child care regulations have
not always existed. The following story tells us
how regulations for children’s environments started.
If exasperated by the paperwork and demands of
the child care licensing or certification process,
we can be reminded of how grateful we should be
that it exists.

In April 1874 in New York City, church worker Etta
Wheeler was alerted by neighbors that a child was
being tortured in a house nearby. Etta found a
child who had suffered daily whippings and
burnings, stabbing with scissors, and being bound
to a bed. For more than seven years, nine-year-
old Mary Ellen Wilson had never left the house;
her foster mother left Mary Ellen alone locked
inside a tiny, dark closet. During the cold New
York winter nights, a threadbare quilt and a scrap
of carpet were her only warmth.

At that time, there was no lawful way for Etta to
rescue the child despite repeated pleas to police,
the church, and the courts. Finally in desperation,
Etta appealed to Henry Bergh of the New York
SPCA [Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals] for help. Only then was Mary Ellen finally
rescued...by the SPCA because she was a
member of the animal kingdom! By then,
malnourished Mary Ellen needed to be carried into
court. Her guardian received a jail sentence and
Mary Ellen was moved to a new home. The
following year, the New York Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NYSPCC) was
founded. Important legislation followed: the US
Supreme Court ruled in favor of government
regulation to protect the public good, and the first
law to require the regulation of adult foster care
facilities, the first human care licensing law in the
US, was enacted. Pictures of Mary Ellen, before
and after, still hang at the New York SPCA.

Today, regulation of care facilities is universal. The
National Association for Regulatory Administration
(NARA) is an international organization
representing all human care licensing, including
child welfare, adult part day and residential,
childcare, drug and alcohol and disability licensing.
Its mission is “consumer protection through

prevention”, dedicated to promoting excellence in
human care regulation and licensing through
leadership, education, collaboration and services.

In our search for heroes in
these troubled times, let’s
remember those child care
licensors and certifiers

among us who work for
the protection of children
and the improvement of
children’s environments.
By complying with child care standards, we support
that work and help hinder disastrous situations like
that from which Mary Ellen was rescued.

For more information call NARA, 1-651-290-6280
or to see the story of Mary Ellen in streaming
video, visit the website of the NARA (National
Association for Regulatory Agencies) at: http://
nara-licensing.org

To order a book about Mary Ellen, visit http://
home.swfla.rr.com/maryellenwilson/
maryellen.html

For information regarding children’s rights as
outlined by the United Nations, call CCIC, 1-800-
362-7353, for the UNICEF brochure, The U.N
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

For information regarding children’s welfare in

children/
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http://www.amnestyusa.org/

News &

Disability Puppets

Manitowoc Disability Association has puppets to lend—
lovely puppets such as a little girl in her wheelchair.

Not only do they have puppets to
l\ve puppeteers to lend

le Huizinga and her
Jpetry partner, Suzette
armus, serve four
sunties—Sheboygan,
Aanitowoc, Kewaunee,
and Door, performing
,_____ free of charge to early
' elementary and

preschool groups.

Their puppet

program is an
adaptation of the Kids on the Block performances (see
www.kotb.com ) with the message gauged to a younger
audience than the original material. After the
performance by a cast of three puppets, some
portraying children with disabilities, Mary Jane and
Suzette lead an activity to underscore the positive
message of inclusive friendships and give the children
take-home bags of parent-child activity starters and
other resources, such as, cards with the Braille alphabet
and sign language illustrations.

Would you like to book a visit from the Kids on the
Block Puppeteers (and live in Sheboygan, Manitowoc,
Kewaunee, or Door counties)? Would you like to find
out more about how to create such a program in your
area? Contact Mary Jane Huizinga at Family
Connections, 1-800-322-2046, or (920) 457-1999.

“Auntie Shel | need
my personal space!”

-Zach, age 3,
‘?_3 when overwhelmed b

Views

$$ for Special Education

Do you have a great idea for a program for kids with
disabilities but no money to support it? Apply for a
Council on Exceptional Children/Yes | Can

Foundation mini-grant at ‘hitp://yesican.sped.org/
minigrants/index.html

You can help support this grant fund by shopping
online. The Council on Exceptional Children’s Yes |
Can Foundation, which sponsors programs for
students with exceptionalities and their teachers, is
now listed on two charity online shopping sites. At
no extra charge, you can shop online at over 350
stores like Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, Gap,
Office Max, 1- 800 Flowers Dell, J. Crew and more

that Give, www. shopsthatqwe com Up to 35 percent
of each purchase will benefit the Yes | Can Foundation
if you select it as your cause of choice.

AAP Television Series

Tune in to the Discovery Health Channel for the
American Academy of Pediatrics television series,
Kids Healthworks, to learn about kids from birth to
12 years of age. Each 30-minute episode in this 26-
part series features American Academy of Pediatrics
member physicians answering the questions almost
every parent and caregiver has: when to wean your
child from a pacifier, how to make sure your child is
getting enough calcium, when to begin toilet training,
what to do if your child starts to choke, how to
childproof your home and many more safety, health
and development issues. The television series is
presented in an entertaining magazine style format.
It also includes enlightening reports, lively sidebars
and real-life stories from parents “who have been
there.” Other timely and diverse topics addressed

in the series include antibiotics, adoption,
ear infections, childcare, sibling rivalry
and vitamins. For more information on
the content of the Kids Healthworks
television series and a schedule of
airing times, please \visit

www.kidshealthworks.coni
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KID'S NEWS

From U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Shopping Cart Safety — Buckle Up!!

Falls from shopping carts are among the leading
causes of head injuries to young children. In 2001,
the U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) estimates that there were over 20,000
injuries to children four years and under associated
with shopping carts. Of those, approximately half
involved head injuries.

Shopping carts are used regularly throughout the
year in retail, toy and grocery stores and their use
increases during the holiday season. Every
shopping cart should have a seatbelt to restrain the
child in the seat and the following warning:

What You Can Do! —

To prevent falls from shopping carts:

Use seatbelts to restrain your child in the cart seat.

Don't allow your child to ride in the cart basket.

Don't allow your child to ride or climb on the sides or front of the cart.
Don't allow an older child to push the cart with another child in it.

Happy Shopping & Buckle Up!!

For m ore information on safety, contact CPSC at (800) 638-2772 or visit their website:

WWW.CPSC.JoV .

Child Care Information Center Newsletter Issue 44, 2003



