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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #373 January 6, 2010
JANUARY 5 NEWSLETTER:  This newsletter was e-mailed to district designated staff and contains information about the January second Friday pupil count, required membership audits, January transportation aid payment, school days and hours of instruction, 2010-11 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet and budget report amendments.  It is available on the team’s website under “Late Breaking Information” or directly at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/sfsdash/ltr20100105.aspx.
AIDS REGISTER PIVOT TABLE:  The Aids Register is the listing of all department payments to school districts.  It is located on the team’s website under the “Aids Register” link on the team’s left hand scan bar or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/online_ar.html.

School district staff have requested more flexibility in viewing their district’s data on the Aids Register.  Additionally, staff has had concerns about printing the transactions for their district.

A new Aids Register viewing option has been developed using an Excel pivot table and will be available for testing starting Friday, January 8, 2010.  It will be located on the same page as the Aids Register just below the 2009-2010 documents.  
The spreadsheet is set up to pull in the 2009-10 year-to-date aid payments by district.  The desired district should be selected from the dropdown in cell B2.  There are also filtering option dropdowns for the Source-Project, Aid Title, Voucher, Document Date (Process Date), and Payment Date fields.   One or any combination of these can be utilized.

This is a very large file and we are currently working on reducing the size to minimize load time.  

We would appreciate your feedback such that we can further customize it to meet school district staff needs.  If you have any suggestions, questions or problems, please contact Pam Schumacher by e-mail at Pamela.schumacher@dpi.wi.gov or by telephone at 608-267-9205. 

AIDS REGISTER:  Districts should note that the Aids Register was not updated for the weeks of December 21 and 28.
UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
[January 8:  PI 1563 Pupil Count Report Opens]

[January 19:  SPED Payment]

[January 25:  PI 1563 Pupil Count Report Due]

[January 28:  District Notification of Required Membership Audit via E-mail]

[February 16: SPED/SAGE Payments]
[February 19:  PI 1563 YCA Opens for Specific Districts]

[March 15:  PI 1563 YCA Due from Specific Districts]

[March 22:  General Equalization/Special Adjustment/High Poverty Aid Payments]

SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY: 2009-10 PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report, 2009-10 PI 1500 District Contacts Report, 2009-10 September PI 1563 Pupil Count Report, PI 1563 September YCA Pupil Count Report, 2009-10 PI 1504 Budget Report, 2009-10 PI 1504 SE Budget Report
SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS:  [Tuesday, January 19:  WASB Pre-conference session:  “The School Finance Puzzle:  How the Pieces Fit Together.”  Co-presenting with WASBO members.][Wednesday, January 20, WASB Convention:  “Revenue Limits and Equalization Aid.”[Thursday, March 25, “Spring Finance Workshop.”  Presented at the WASBO Accounting Seminar]
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: #372 December 2, 2009
REPORTS DUE REMINDER: Both the PI 1504 Budget and the PI 1504 SE (Special Education) Budget reports are due this Friday, December 4. 

2010-11 REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET:  The preliminary 2010-11 Revenue Limit pre-populated and blank executable worksheets are now available on the School Financial Services website under “District Budget Development and Planning” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/revlimworksheet.html.

Be advised that these numbers are preliminary and based on the 2009-10 computation. Final 2009-10 Revenue Limit compliance will be computed in May, 2010 after all membership audits are complete. Use this preliminary, pre-populated worksheet as a data check.

What's new for 2010-11? Virtually, everything is the same as the 2009-10 computation.


• Current law retains the per-pupil inflationary increase at $200 (Line 4A). 


• Current law retains the low-revenue increase at $9,000 (Line 4B). 


• The only change in the 2010-2011 spreadsheet is cosmetic. The prior-year, USED, non-recurring exemption amounts are summed into one number and backed out of the base (instead of being listed separately). For computational purposes, the important number is the total, prior year, USED, non-recurring exemption amount that needs to be backed out of the next year’s base.


• Districts can validate the back out total by consulting the used, non-recurring exemption amounts from their 2009-10 Revenue Limit computation. 

Just a reminder that the following non-recurring exemptions have been delayed until 2011-12: 


• Nurse Compensation Costs. 


• School Safety Costs.


• Above-Average Transportation Costs. 

Information in the spreadsheets will be updated as it becomes final. Please contact a school finance consultant if the information appearing here conflicts with your records or you have any questions about the calculation.

OPEN ENROLLMENT ADJUSTMENTS:  Some districts’ net projected 2009-10 Open Enrollment/Tuition Waivers are negative (more transfers out than transfers in) and it is necessary to utilize aid payments beyond the June payments to meet the required adjustments.    

The projections have necessitated an adjustment to some districts’ December 7th Equalization and/or Special Adjustment Aid payments and estimates for these 12 districts and associated aid adjustments can be found on our website  under “Aid Information” on the left hand scan bar, then “Aid Payment Information” then “Aid Payment Adjustment Explanations” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/steqaidexp.html.

As projections are solidified, aid payment will be adjusted to reflect any changes.   

SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/SFSrss/break.aspx.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html.  If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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