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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #374 January 12, 2010
2008-09 SPECIAL EDUCATION ANNUAL REPORT EDITS:  The 2008-09 Special Education Annual Report Edits were emailed out to districts on 12/10/09.  Several districts have yet to respond to those edits.  Please review the edits and make needed corrections to either the special education annual report or full SAFR annual report by 01/22/10.  Please contact Lori Ames at 608-266-3464 with any questions.

2009-10 COMMON SCHOOL FUND (LIBRARY AID):  Each year school districts receive common school funds (library aid) that are used to purchase library books and other instructional materials.  The funding source for this aid is income generated from the state’s common school fund, which is primarily derived from interest payments on loans made from the fund to municipalities and school districts by the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands (BCPL).  Revenues from certain fines and forfeitures and the sale of public lands are also deposited in the common school fund.

The common school fund payment to districts for the 2009-2010 school year will be $25.85 per census student which is lower than the $28.37 paid in the 2008-09 school year. This new figure is based upon the BCPL estimate of $32 million being available for payment as of April 15.  Although this is an estimate, and cannot be guaranteed, it is a conservative estimate and the department feels confident that this is the amount that will be distributed.  Payments to districts will be made on Monday, April 26, 2010.  

The calculation of each school district’s Common School Fund (library aid) is available on the team's website.  Click on the "Aid Information" link on the left-hand column scan bar of the team's home webpage or go to the website address: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/comsch.html.  Additional information about the Common School Fund can also be found on the website referenced above.  

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID AND OPEN ENROLLMENT ADJUSTMENTS: There are some districts where it was necessary to adjust their Pupil Transportation Aid for 2009-2010 due to Open Enrollment expenditures.  An e-mail notification will be sent out directly to the district contact person for the PI-1547 Pupil Transportation Report for the affected districts and they can find a summary of all 2009-2010 Aid Adjustments at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/steqaidexp.html.  Contact Pam Schumacher by telephone at (608) 267-9205 or by e-mail at Pamela.Schumacher@dpi.wi.gov should there be questions.
2008-2009 PI 1505 ANNUAL REPORT REVIEW:  The finance team is near completion of the annual report review process.  If your district has received an e-mail requesting information or a correction to the annual report, please take a moment to respond to our request via email to either Pam Schumacher or Natalie Rew.  
“REVENUE LIMITS EXPLAINED” WEBCASTS: A series of short webcasts explaining the revenue limit is now available for viewing. This topic is presented in numerous smaller sections to enable users to target the information they seek. 

Introduction. Gives a general description and historical background information regarding revenue limit law. Also provides a list of documents for users to print from the SFS website to use as reference when viewing the technical discussions contained in “Part A” and “Part B” below.

Part A. Step by step technical discussion of Lines 1-7 of the revenue limit computation using a sample district calculation.

Part B. Step by step technical discussion of Lines 8-19 of the revenue limit computation using a sample district calculation.

Part C – Reporting and Certifying the Tax Levy. Discusses BOE certification deadlines and reviews the PI-401 application in the School Finance Reporting Portal that districts use to report school district tax levy information to DPI.

Part D – Carryover Discussion & Tax Credits. Discusses the computation of carryover, specifically addressing the topic of under levying, determining eligible carryover amounts, and effects on future years’ computations.

Part E – Sources of New Year Authority. Every district applies a per-pupil inflationary increase in their revenue limit computation, but some districts actually receive no overall increase in total revenue limit authority from year to year! This section breaks down the computation to identify the real sources of district new year authority – identifying now much comes from inflationary increase vs. kid count – and what this means for your district.

Part F – Longitudinal Analysis Tool. Observing trends over time can be beneficial in predicting the future as well as explaining the past. The Revenue Limit Longitudinal Analysis Tool on the SFS website contains line-by-line revenue limit data for your district for the past 9 years. This session discusses how to interpret the data to gain valuable insights for your district.

You can find these and other presentations on the School Finance Team website under “Webcast Presentations” or directly at http://dpimedia.wi.gov/main/Catalog/catalogs/default.aspx and select School Financial Services from the left scan bar.

UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
 [January 19:  SPED Payment]

[January 25:  PI 1563 Pupil Count Report Due]

[January 28:  District Notification of Required Membership Audit via E-mail]

[February 16: SPED/SAGE Payments]
[February 19:  PI 1563 YCA Opens for Specific Districts]

[March 15:  PI 1563 YCA Due from Specific Districts]

[March 22:  General Equalization/Special Adjustment/High Poverty Aid Payments]

[April 26:  Common School Fund (Library) Aid Payment]

SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY: 2009-10 January PI 1563 Pupil Count Report, 2009-10 PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report, 2009-10 PI 1500 District Contacts Report, 2009-10 September PI 1563 Pupil Count Report, PI 1563 September YCA Pupil Count Report, 2009-10 PI 1504 Budget Report, 2009-10 PI 1504 SE Budget Report
SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS:  [Tuesday, January 19:  WASB Pre-conference session:  “The School Finance Puzzle:  How the Pieces Fit Together.”  Co-presenting with WASBO members.][Wednesday, January 20, WASB Convention:  “Revenue Limits and Equalization Aid.  ” Co-presenting with WASBO members.][Thursday, March 25, “Spring Finance Workshop.”  Presented at the WASBO Accounting Seminar]
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: #373 January 6, 2010
JANUARY 5 NEWSLETTER:  This newsletter was e-mailed to district designated staff and contains information about the January second Friday pupil count, required membership audits, January transportation aid payment, school days and hours of instruction, 2010-11 pre-populated revenue limit worksheet and budget report amendments.  It is available on the team’s website under “Late Breaking Information” or directly at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/sfsdash/ltr20100105.aspx.
AIDS REGISTER PIVOT TABLE:  The Aids Register is the listing of all department payments to school districts.  It is located on the team’s website under the “Aids Register” link on the team’s left hand scan bar or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/online_ar.html.

School district staff has requested more flexibility in viewing their district’s data on the Aids Register.  Additionally, staff has had concerns about printing the transactions for their district.

A new Aids Register viewing option has been developed using an Excel pivot table and will be available for testing starting Friday, January 8, 2010.  It will be located on the same page as the Aids Register just below the 2009-2010 documents.  

The spreadsheet is set up to pull in the 2009-10 year-to-date aid payments by district.  The desired district should be selected from the dropdown in cell B2.  There are also filtering option dropdowns for the Source-Project, Aid Title, Voucher, Document Date (Process Date), and Payment Date fields.   One or any combination of these can be utilized.

This is a very large file and we are currently working on reducing the size to minimize load time.  

We would appreciate your feedback such that we can further customize it to meet school district staff needs.  If you have any suggestions, questions or problems, please contact Pam Schumacher by e-mail at Pamela.schumacher@dpi.wi.gov or by telephone at 608-267-9205. 

AIDS REGISTER:  Districts should note that the Aids Register was not updated for the weeks of December 21 and 28.
SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/SFSrss/break.aspx.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html.  If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 

[image: image1.png]