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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #376 February 3, 2010
SCHOOL LEVEL EXPENDITURE SURVEY FYI: District administrators of school districts that receive Title I funds received a survey request for school level expenditure data on Monday, February 1.  These district administrators had received an earlier notification of this new federal reporting requirement on January 5, 2010.   
Briefly, Title I districts are required to report salary expenditures by each school within the district for the 2008-09 school year.  Districts are strongly encouraged to complete the Excel workbook prior to attempting to complete the on-line survey.

Additional information about this new reporting requirement including the workbook and a FAQ is available on the department’s ARRA website or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/titleone/arra_reporting.html.  

Due date for this information is March 1.
ARRA UPDATE:  The federal Office of the Inspector General (OIG) will be performing an on-site audit at the department in Madison beginning on Monday, February 8.  This audit will focus on the processes and procedures that that department used and is currently using to disperse ARRA State Fiscal Stabilization, IDEA and Title I money.  The OIG has been auditing other states as well as Wisconsin.  The audit may include some on-site school district visits.
PI 1563 PUPIL COUNT REPORT CHANGES:  Please refer to the procedures stated in the previous listserve as noted below.
UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS: 
[February 16: SPED/SAGE Payments]
[February 19:  PI 1563 YCA Opens for Specific Districts]

[March 15:  PI 1563 YCA Due from Specific Districts]

[March 22:  General Equalization/Special Adjustment/High Poverty Aid Payments]

[April 26:  Common School Fund (Library) Aid Payment]

SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY: 2009-10 PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report, 2009-10 PI 1500 District Contacts Report, 2009-10 PI 1504 Budget Report, 2009-10 PI 1504 SE Budget Report
SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: [Thursday, March 25, “Spring Finance Workshop.”  Presented at the WASBO Accounting Seminar]
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: #375 January 28, 2010
2009-10 REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP AUDITS:  Notification of required membership audits was sent via e-mail to district administrators of those districts and district auditors of record on file at the department.  There will be no paper mailing notification to selected districts.  Subscribers to this listserve can view the e-mail notification content and a list of the districts with required membership audits by selecting the “Audit/Auditor Info” link on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page, the “Late Breaking Information” link or by going directly to http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/m_audit.html .  The membership audits are due May 3.
PI 1563 SEPTEMBER/JANUARY PUPIL COUNT REPORT CHANGES:  Membership audits have been announced, so districts wishing to amend their pupil count reports will be required to follow the alternative procedures as listed below: 

DISTRICTS WITH REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP AUDITS: The School Finance Reporting Portal will remain open to districts selected for a membership audit. Districts are to make pupil count changes through the reporting portal on the PI 1563 reports by changing original data. The district’s auditor is not allowed to make the changes; rather, they may only print the "Audit Changes: Summary" and use it in their audit procedures.  Once the finance team receives the audited membership report from the district’s auditor, the PI 1563 report will be closed. If an amendment is required subsequent to the audit, follow the same procedures as “Districts Not Required To Have a Membership Audit.”  The district’s auditor must concur in writing to any changes made subsequent to the audit. 

DISTRICTS NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE A MEMBERSHIP AUDIT:  Any changes to the PI-1563 Pupil Count Report will be made by the district via the School Finance Reporting Portal.  Send an email to: karen.kucharzRobbe@dpi.wi.gov indicating which count date, what changes are to be made and why, and include contact information. You will be contacted as to when the reporting portal will be open for you to make an amendment to the appropriate report. After amending the PI-1563 report be sure to press the “submit” button so the changes are official. Questions should be directed to Karen Kucharz by email at karen.kucharzrobbe@dpi.wi.gov or by phone at 608-267-9707.
QSCB AND QZAB UPDATE:  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) has provided for a 2010 authorization to issue Qualified School Construction Bonds and Qualified Zone Academy Bonds.  As of today the IRS has not received permission to calculate and release the 2010 QSCB and QZAB authorizations.  As soon as the State of Wisconsin receives notice of the 2010 QSCB and QZAB authorizations, districts will be notified via this list serve.  In the mean time, please feel free to review the most current guidance available on QSCB and QZAB on at www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/QSCB.html and www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/recovery.html
SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/SFSrss/break.aspx.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html.  If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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