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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



May 17, 2012
Dear District Assessment Coordinators, Elementary Building Administrators and District Reading Specialists:
With the passing of Wisconsin Act 166, the Department of Public Instruction was charged with selecting an assessment to be administered to all kindergarten students beginning in the 2012-2013 school year. A cross-divisional literacy team composed of members from the Department of Public Instruction analyzed a number of tests to determine which assessment would best meet statutory requirements, reflect values of the Read-to-Lead Task Force members, and provide guidance to classroom teachers. Wisconsin State Superintendent, Dr. Tony Evers, approved the selection of the Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS) developed by the University of Virginia, as the kindergarten screener. (Learn more about PALS by visiting http://pals.virginia.edu/.) 

We are purchasing PALS under a state contract.  Therefore, districts will not incur costs related to the purchase of the assessment.  We are also in the process of constructing a timeline for professional development aimed at helping teachers understand and administer the assessment.  In general terms, here are the items we want to make sure you know at this time:

1. PALS will be administered during a fall and spring window in the 2012-2013 school year, with an option to administer the assessment mid-year.  

· The fall administration window will be October 15-November 9.  Teachers will need to choose a two-week period within this window to complete the assessment.  Scores must be entered into the PALS Online System by November 21, 2012.  

· The mid-year administration window will be set statewide as January 7th-February 1, 2013 with data entered by February 15th.  This mid-year administration will be optional for school districts.  

· The spring administration window will also be set statewide from April 29th-May 24th, 2013 with data being entered by June 7th.

2. PALS includes seven subtests: (a) rhyme awareness, (b) beginning sound awareness, (c) alphabet knowledge, (d) letter sounds, (e) spelling, (f) concept of word, and (g) word recognition in isolation (optional).  The recommended time for administration of PALS is 30 minutes per child.  However, some tasks are given in small groups; others are administered individually.  It is highly recommended that kindergarten classroom teachers administer the PALS to their own students.  You will be provided a number of different administration models to facilitate planning for the assessment.  These models will help you work with your school staff to determine how to structure the assessment procedures and how to support teachers. There will undoubtedly be differences in administration procedures among schools.

3. A professional development package is being designed to support the implementation of PALS.  Online training and webinars focusing on the administration and score entry of PALS will be offered as early as this summer.  Online training will be followed up with optional in-person workshops for districts desiring additional support.  Teachers will be required to complete this training by October 1, 2012.
4. Additional opportunities for professional development will be offered throughout the school year. This training will focus on the interpretation of data and using results to guide instruction. As soon as offerings are scheduled, districts will be informed.

There are a few things you can do right now to prepare your school or district for the PALS assessment.  First, go to the PALS website and become familiar with the assessment. Second, when we share information with you, such as dates and places for training, share the information with others, including kindergarten classroom teachers, ELL teachers, special education teachers, reading teachers and gifted/talented teachers.  The implementation of PALS will require a team effort in each school in your district.  

Reading specialists are encouraged to join us on Thursday, May 31st for a reading specialist cadre webinar on PALS from 3:45 to 4:00 p.m.   A live chat will follow.  This webinar will be archived on the Read Wisconsin website http://www.readwisconsin.net/content/reading-specialist-corner for future reference.  In addition, Read Wisconsin will be used to post important news and timelines related to the kindergarten assessment. 
Thank you for your continued leadership and dedication to improving the literacy skills of all students in Wisconsin. We feel strongly that this assessment will provide administrators, teachers, and parents with valuable information necessary to improve the reading of all students. If you have questions, please contact Rebecca Vail at (608)266-2364 or rebecca.vail@dpi.wi.gov
Sincerely, 

The DPI PALS Implementation Team

PO Box 7841, Madison, WI  53707-7841  (  125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI  53703

(608) 266-3390  (  (800) 441-4563 toll free  (  dpi.wi.gov
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