From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI 
Sent: Tuesday, January 17, 2012 12:38 PM
Subject: ACCESS for ELL Dates Reminder

District Assessment Coordinator:

 

We want to remind you of some of the important dates relating to the ACCESS for ELLs® assessment deadlines:

 

· Additional Test Materials Ordering Deadline – January 27, 2012

· ACCESS for ELLs Test Window Closes – February 10, 2012

· Last Day to ship Materials to MetriTech – February 16, 2012

· District Validation of Online Student Demographic Data – March 21-30, 2012

 

A complete calendar can be found on the OEA website at http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/calendar.html
Coding on headers and test materials should be checked for accuracy and completeness.  To ensure an accurate count of all English Language Learners in your district at the time of testing, please verify the following critical elements:

 

· Only one book or record per student. For students who move in/out of your district refer to the section Student Mobility During Testing on the Frequently Asked Questions page at http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/faqell.html
· Current DPI District and School Codes

· Valid language code found under LEP Data - http://www.dpi.wi.gov/ell/lepdatacoll.html
· If applicable, complete: Do Not Score This Section for This Student.
Filled in boxes in this field indicate a special circumstance.  If any of the boxes are filled in for Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking domains, the score for that domain will be suppressed, and the student will not receive an Overall Composite score.  

· No blank fields: ALL fields should be complete and accurate. Please refer to the code descriptions in the District and School ACCESS for ELLs® Form 202 Test Administration Manual.
A reminder: the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs™ will be available on a trial basis in March for students with significant cognitive disabilities; however, this year the Alternate ACCESS cannot be used in place of the required language assessment used for accountability purposes for all the state’s LEP students. The Alternate ACCESS will not be available until after the testing window closes on February 10, 2012. See DAC memo from November 30, 2011, http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/altaccltr.pdf for more information about the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs. 

 

ACCESS for ELLs results are used for accountability for English Language Learners’ progress and attainment of English Proficiency - meeting Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs), Title III sanctions, as well as local program design.  It is in a district’s best interest to check the pre-coded and hand-coded data, and make sure that all information is correct before returning the test materials to MetriTech.

 

Please contact Audrey Lesondak at audrey.lesondak@dpi.wi.us or 608-267-5153 if you have any questions.

Debbie Gaffney Dilley

Office of Educational Accountability

Department of Public Instruction

608-267-1072

