From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:10 AM
Subject: PALS-K Score Entry Deadline

District Assessment Coordinator:

 

The PALS-K window has closed for the fall administration. Schools have until Wednesday, November 21, to enter student scores into the PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System. Please verify that your teachers have completed score entry prior to the Thanksgiving Break.

Providing PALS Results to Parents/Guardians 

DPI has created guidance around providing PALS results to parents/guardians. The guidance can be found below and at: http://www.palswisconsin.info/faqs.html#parents. 

How do I share PALS-K assessment information with parents/guardians?

PALS results should be shared with parents/guardians in the context of an in-person conference. Teachers should be prepared to explain the following when talking with parents/guardians about PALS: 

· PALS is an instructional tool designed to help you (the teacher) plan the best reading instruction for their child. PALS is not a high stakes test, there is no pass/fail. 

· Provide an overview of the tasks that are assessed, the benchmark scores associated with each task, and the scores obtained by their child. 

· Explain how these scores give you information to help you plan reading instruction for the class and for their child. 

· Identify the reading instruction you have in place and are planning to address their child's strengths and needs as indicated by the child's PALS scores. 

· Encourage parents to read with their children, sing songs and rhymes with their children, encourage pretend reading and looking through pictures in a book, and so on. After a parent/teacher conference in which you discuss the above, you may send the Student Summary sheet home with the family. 

· Note: Do not send home PALS scores or a Student Summary sheet in a child's backpack. PALS results should be presented to parents/guardians in the context of an in-person conference. 

· If you are looking for additional guidance on how to conduct productive, literacy-rich meetings with parents, view the following webinar that is available on DPI’s Read Wisconsin (www.readwisconsin.net) website: http://dpimedia.wi.gov/main/SilverlightPlayer/Default.aspx?peid=b811449b2635445cae3065c20610231c1d
If you have any questions about PALS administration or the Online Score Entry and Reporting System, please contact Duane Dorn (duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov) at 608-267-1069.  

Thank you again for all of your efforts to make this a success!

