From: Gaffney-Dilley, Debra DPI 
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2012 12:04 PM
Subject: Value-Added Reports are Now Available in SAFE

Dear District Assessment Coordinator:

Value-added reports for schools in your district with students enrolled in grades 3-8 are now available through the Secure Access File Exchange (SAFE). Your district administrator or application administrator must set the permissions in SAFE to provide you access to the reports. See http://dpi.wi.gov/lds/index.html or contact ldshelp@dpi.wi.gov for more information.

A value-added score represents the difference between the growth of students in your schools and the growth of similar students across Wisconsin. It controls for differences between students such as prior test scores, gender, free or reduced price lunch status, race or ethnicity, disability, and English learner level. The result is an estimate of the impact of a school on students’ academic growth.

These estimates provide one important piece information that contributes to the overall picture of school effectiveness. Note that the value-added estimates are not included in the new school accountability reports (scheduled for a preliminary release in SAFE for comment in late June) and are a different way of looking at growth than the student growth percentile (SGP) reports (to be released in WISEdash later this summer). Student growth percentiles provide norm-based information on individual student growth that can be aggregated up to the group, school, or district level, but do not control for differences in students other than prior test scores.

More information about the value-added reports is available in the resources area in SAFE and on the Wisconsin page at the Value-Added Research Center at the Wisconsin Center for Education Research at http://varc.wceruw.org/Projects/wisconsin_statewide.php.

This is the first time these reports have been available for district use throughout the state. Follow your district’s privacy policies when sharing these reports to prevent disclosure of confidential information.

Please contact me with questions or comments about these reports.

Phil Olsen

Assistant Director

Office of Educational Accountability

Debbie Gaffney Dilley

Office of Educational Accountability

Department of Public Instruction

608-267-1072

