The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has finalized a contract with PALS for 4K through first grade for the 2013-14 school year. All 4K through first grade students in public schools in Wisconsin are required to be screened using the grade specific PALS screener. 
Schedule

· The fall administration window for 4K and 5K will be October 14 through November 8.
·  The fall administration window for first grade will be September 16 through October 11.

· The optional mid-year administration window for all three grades will be January 6 through February 28, 2014.
· The spring administration window for all three grades will be April 28 through May 23, 2014.

Materials
· Starting in the 2013-14 school year, Wisconsin PALS users will begin alternating between Forms (A and B) each year. Kindergarten will transition from Form B to Form A for 2013-14, first grade students will complete PALS 1-3 (Form A), while 4K students will complete PALS-PreK (only one form exists).
· PALS-K (Form A) materials have already been shipped to your district. Kindergarten teachers should retain their Form B Teacher Set for use in 2014-15. 

· PALS PreK and PALS 1-3 (Form A) will arrive in districts by August 16. 

Training

· All 4K, kindergarten and first grade teachers are required to complete the PALS Administration and Scoring online tutorial for their respective grade and are encouraged to complete the PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System online tutorial. 
· Kindergarten teachers who completed the PALS Administration and Scoring tutorial during the 2012-13 school year are not required to complete the tutorial again. DPI does suggest that teachers should review the tutorial prior to administering PALS in the 2013‑14 school year.
· PALS Administration and Scoring online tutorials and PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System online tutorials for 4K and first grade teachers will be posted to http://pd.casenex.com/ by August 12th. 

· PALS-K tutorials are currently available for review for returning teachers and for training for new teachers at http://pd.casenex.com/. 
· Teachers should create a professional development account and enroll in these courses for their grade level starting August 12th.

PALS Online Score Entry and Reporting System Reminders 

· The district registration code, needed for your teachers to set up new accounts, is required when you log into your PALS Online account. Please note that this code changes each year. District PALS Reps should retrieve this code and share it with your 4K, new 5K and first grade teachers so they may create their PALS Online accounts.

· Returning teachers should use their existing accounts; this will not require the registration code again. 
· The PALS Online System now requires users to log in using an email address, and the system will help returning users make this change.
Further Information
More information about administering PALS during the 2013-14 school year will soon be available at: http://www.palswisconsin.info/.

If you have any questions with this information feel free to contact Duane Dorn at duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov or at (608) 267-1069.

