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**EMBARGOED UNTIL TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18 UPON 
RELEASE OF STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT DATA**  

Forward Exam, ACT, and DLM 2016 Assessment Data Release 
Suggested Talking Points for Schools and Districts 

Big Picture Summary 
1. Annual state assessments help all stakeholders – parents, teachers, districts, school boards – 

see a clear picture of how well they are preparing students to be college and career ready. The 
WSAS exams accounted for in this release of annual statewide assessment data include: 
1. Wisconsin Forward Exam: 

1. Grades 3-8; measures performance in English language arts (ELA) and 
mathematics 

2. Grades 4 and 8; measures performance in Science 
3. Grades 4, 8, and 10; measures performance in Social Studies 

2. ACT: grade 11; measures performance in ELA, mathematics, and science (same college 
admissions exam taken by students nationwide) 

3. Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM): grades 3-11; alternate assessment in ELA, 
mathematics, science, and social studies for students with severe cognitive disabilities 

1. The Forward Exam was administered online to approximately 370,000 students statewide in 
grades 3-8 in ELA and mathematics, 120,000 students in grades 4 and 8 in science, and 180,000 
students in grades 4, 8 and 10 in social studies. 
1. As an online assessment, the Forward Exam incorporates innovative and better ways for 

students to demonstrate what they know and can do (technology enhanced items) 
2. The ACT assessment measures English, reading, math, science, and writing performance, and 

was administered statewide via paper/pencil to approximately 64,000 students in grade 11.  
1. By offering the ACT statewide, all grade 11 students, regardless of family circumstances, 

have the opportunity to participate in a college readiness assessment. Previously before 
the ACT was a required statewide assessment, only about 72% of WI graduates took the 
ACT. Evidence shows that when college readiness tests like ACT are given universally 
with fees paid for by the state or district, students who would not have taken the college 
readiness assessments may discover that they are “college material.” Improving access to 
post-secondary readiness options is one way in which to close our achievement gap and 
address equity issues in WI. 

3. The Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) assessment was administered to approximately 5,400 
students statewide in grades 3-8 in ELA and mathematics, grades 4, 8, and 11 in science, and 
grades 4, 8, and 10 in social studies.  
1. As WI’s alternate assessment taken by students with significant cognitive disabilities, 

DLM is an online assessment administered individually to students. It allows students to 
demonstrate their knowledge and skills as they relate to the WI Essential Elements. 

High Expectations for College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
1. ACT cut scores are rigorous. 

1. Aligned to ACT’s College Readiness Benchmarks 
2. Proficiency signals readiness for credit-bearing college-level coursework 
3. Resources: 

1. ACT Cut Score and Data Proficiency Information  

http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/data/proficiency


2. ACT Performance Level Cut Scores for WI 
4. The spring 2016 administration included changes made by ACT to the design of the ACT 

writing test with modifications to the prompt, rubric, testing time, and score reports 
assessment. Per ACT, the new writing task included a much broader range of subject 
matter, and measured more complex thinking and writing skills. The change in writing 
assessment was communicated to schools and districts prior to testing, and the new 
sample writing test was made available by ACT to familiarize stakeholders around this 
topic. 

2. Forward Exam cut scores are also rigorous. 
1. Forward Exam standard setting occurred earlier this summer in collaboration with 

educators from across the state. 
2. Cut scores were informed by NAEP proficiency levels, thus raising expectations for all 

students. 
3. Resources: 

1. Forward Exam Data & Results 
2. User’s Guide to Interpreting Reports 

Please Note / Data Cautions 
1. Spring 2016 marks the first administration of the Forward Exam for WI students, and users 

should take caution when interpreting these results, as well as comparing them to Badger Exam 
and WKCE results from years past. 
1. As you know, the 2015-16 administration of the Forward Exam was – due to legislatively 

required changes – the third different state test in three years. As WI continues to 
administer the Forward Exam, scores are anticipated to stabilize statewide. Please use 
these results in conjunction with other data to drive school improvement. WSAS results 
are high profile, but only one of many data points that should be considered in a school 
improvement planning process.  

2. WI Forward Exam results this year show a general decrease in the number of students 
considered to be “proficient” or “advanced” when compared to previous administrations 
of the Badger and WKCE. This decline does not indicate a drop in student performance 
per se, but rather is an outcome of extending the increased rigor expectation to all tested 
content areas. 

2. Differences between ACT statewide and ACT graduates releases 
1. ACT graduates is the most recent score for students who reported as having graduated 

in that year. 
2. ACT statewide is the required administration of the ACT plus Writing for all grade 11 

students (except those taking DLM). 
3. The state moved from five racial and ethnic subgroups to seven this year; fluctuations in 

performance among groups is possible when comparing previous years’ results. 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/ACT%20Data%20proficie
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data
http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Forward%20users%20guide%20to%20interpreting%20reports%202016.pdf

