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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR WELCOME

Welcome back to the new school year! | hope you had a wonderful summer. Whether you are a new or
returning District Assessment Coordinator, your role in supporting the teaching and learning process for
Wisconsin students is vital. We look forward to supporting your work throughout the school year!

Special thanks to all the Wisconsin educators who participated in the Forward Exam ltem Review and
Standard Setting meetings. Educator involvement in these important steps undoubtedly helps improve
the quality of our assessments. Similar to last year, the Forward Exam, ACT suite, and DLM
assessments will be administered during Spring 2017, while ACCESS for ELLs will be administered this
winter.

As you may know, this school year has also brought some staff changes to the OSA team. Lauren
Zellmer joined as our new Formative Practices Consultant earlier this summer. Lauren’s work will focus
on professional development related to strategic assessment and formative practices. Also joining the
OSA team this week is Jennifer Cox Bell. She serves as the new program coordinator for the ACT
Aspire, ACT, and WorkKeys.

Thank you for all the great work you do. We are looking forward to working with you this coming year,
and our sincere wishes for an amazing start to the 2016-17 school year!

2016-17 OVERVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS & SUPPORT

As you may know, the OSA team made efforts last year to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of
our communications with and support for District Assessment Coordinators, and will continue to utilize
the tools as outlined below.

The DAC Digest is the primary vehicle by which we provide ongoing and just-in-time information from
the Office of Student Assessment to our main stakeholders, District Assessment Coordinators (DACs).
It will be emailed to each DAC every Wednesday afternoon, and is consistently formatted to provide
you with the following:

e Notes from the Director(s): provides highlights, as needed, from Viji (OSA) and Laura
Pinsonneault (OEA) regarding broad or more pressing issues related to assessment and
accountability

e WSAS Updates: provides new information and ongoing reminders from OSA’s program
consultants

e DAC Digest Digestibles: outlines important dates and tasks to remember, as well as updated
webpage resources



Please designate time each week to review the DAC Digest’s contents, and forward information as
needed to relevant team members. Should other colleagues in your district express interest in
reviewing the weekly DAC Digest, please encourage them to set a weekly calendar reminder to visit the
OSA Correspondence page where each edition is archived.

There are three other key sources of information that come from OSA to our DACs:

1.

On the rare occasion that we need to provide DACs with urgent information, you'll receive an
email entitled “OSA Newsflash.” We make every attempt to minimize the frequency with which
we send OSA Newsflashes, so please make sure to take special note of the information when it
arrives in your inbox, as we deem it urgently important.

We continue to send a quarterly newsletter from the Offices of Student Assessment and
Accountability. These are sent to DACs and other interested stakeholders, and provide general
updates, important dates, highlights from our various program consultants, FAQs, and
information related to assessment literacy and other relevant topics.

To replace our live webinars formerly known as “Tea with Troy,” we’ll be conducting five virtual
Office of Student Assessment “Office Hours” webinar sessions. These will provide an
opportunity to engage in real time with members of the OSA team, hear updates, pose
questions, and provide us with insights and feedback from your role as DACs. Based on
feedback from DAC Networks across the state last spring, we will be conducting these on
Thursday mornings from 9:30 - 10:30 (rather than at 3pm, which many DACs found to be a very
challenging time of day). As always, these will be recorded and archived on our OSA webpage
within a couple days of the live broadcast so that DACs may access them if not available for the
live broadcast. Please mark your calendars with the 2016-17 Office Hours and tentative topics
below. In addition, a calendar invite with webinar link and call in number will be sent out about a
week prior to each session.

In addition to regular OSA updates and Q&A

Date Time | o portunity, the following topics will be highlighted:
Thursday, September 29 Orientation to DAC roles & responsibilities
Thursday, November 3 Data check-up/validation

Thursday, January 26 9:30 - 10:30 |Test administration

Thursday, March 16 Test administration

Thursday, May 18 Data reporting

As always, if you ever require support or assistance from members of our team, we are happy to
connect with you via email or phone.

~Viji

Viji Somasundaram, Director - Office of Student Assessment
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http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/correspondence
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/staff-directory

WISCONSIN STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM UPDATE

FORWARD EXAM

e NEW - Sample Parent Letter and ISR Document
o Spanish and Hmong versions of the sample parent letter and ISR document are now
available on the Forward Exam Data and Results web page.

ACT HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS

e The test windows for the Spring 2017 and 2018 ACT suite of assessments are available at the
DPI ACT calendar webpage.

ACCESS for ELLs

e NEW - Districts may choose to upload Private School Rosters in October

o Districts with substantial numbers of Private School students taking ACCESS for ELLs
may elect to upload PrelD files October 4 - November 1.

o These students will receive PrelD labels to be placed on booklets to avoid bubbling in
student information.

o DPI will upload the statewide Public School roster on November 1. Ensure that your SIS
is up-to-date by October 24, to ensure that WISEdata has accurate student rosters for
your district.

e NEW - WISEdata and ISES differences

o ISES automatically reclassified ELs who were in grades 4-12. WISEdata no longer does
this.

o District EL and SIS staff will need to ensure that students have the appropriate ELP code
in the local SIS. Students in grades 4-12 who should be reclassified as Former ELs
based on their 2015-16 ACCESS for ELLs score should have ELP code 6.

REMINDER - The 2016-17 ACCESS for ELLs calendar is located here.
REMINDER - Updated training materials for 2016-2017 are available on the WIDA website.

o Training materials, manuals, tutorials, and supporting documents have been revised for
this year.

o New training modules and webinars will be released throughout the fall.

e REMINDER - WIDA AMS Availability
o WIDA AMS will be available for existing users on September 19
o WIDA AMS will be available for new DACs on September 26
m Ensure your DAC contact info is up-to date here
o Log-in information will be emailed to the address on file on the above dates.
e REMINDER - Webinar Dates
o View the complete list of webinars here.
Overview of ACCESS for ELLs: 9/27, 10/11, 11/1
What's New in the WIDA AMS: 9/28, 10/4
Software Updates & Tech Readiness: 9/29, 10/13, 11/3
Ordering: 10/5, 10/12
Tech Install: 10/6, 10/20
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http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/calendar
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/ell/calendar
https://www.wida.us/assessment/ACCESS20.aspx
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/update
https://www.wida.us/assessment/access%202.0/documents/ACCESSWebinarCalendar.pdf

o Test Scheduling: 10/5, 10/12, 11/2, 11/9, 11/30
o Test Coordination: 11/10, 12/5

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)

REMINDER - DLM Required Test Administration Training is now live in Moodle. Both
returning and new test administrators must complete the modules and open the certificate of
completion prior to using the optional Instructional Tools Interface or the required Spring
Assessment. More information about the required training can be found in the Guide.

o All educator portal ‘teacher’ accounts have current access to the trainings. DACs will be
loaded as ‘facilitators’ after Labor Day, once DPI has received all updated DAC Update
Forms. Additional ‘facilitators’ can be added by the test coordinator by locating the
Facilitator Trainer Template available on the DLM Webpage.

REMINDER - KITE® Client 3.0 (secure browser) is scheduled to release in mid-September. All
users must install the new KITE Client in order to deliver the DLM alternate assessment during
the 2016-17 school year. The new software update covers all platforms and includes new
Chrome and iPad apps. For more information on KITE Client, including status, system
requirements, and installation instructions, click here.

Assessment of Reading Readiness (formerly PALS)

REMINDER - 2016-17 Reading Readiness Assessment:

o DACs should notify their business offices to use “Source 630 Project 522" when
purchasing the literacy screener required by Wis. Stats. 118.016.

o Districts will be able to seek reimbursement for 2016-17 expenses in the spring 2017
semester. DPI will be creating a reimbursement request form for districts to submit their
expenses.

o More detailed information can be found at: Reading Readiness Overview and Reading
Readiness FAQ.

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

for selected schools only

NEW - Fall mailings are going out to school principals next week.
o Principals should designate a NAEP School Coordinator, and give the enclosed folder to
that designee.
o The folder contains information about registering for MyNAEP (www.mynaep.com),
where most NAEP pre-assessment activities take place.
o Please note the following deadlines, outlined in the mailing:
m  ASAP- Register for MyNAEP
m October 15 - Complete the “Provide School Information” form on MyNAEP
m  October 31 - Submit student list via “e-file” on MyNAEP
o After letters go out, DACs will receive an email with district MyNAEP registration
information to help monitor or provide assistance to schools.
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http://training.dynamiclearningmaps.org/login/index.php
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/gtrt_2016-17_0.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/update
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/update
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/wisconsin
http://www.dynamiclearningmaps.com/content/kite
http://www.dynamiclearningmaps.com/content/kite
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/reading-readiness
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/reading-readiness/FAQ
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/reading-readiness/FAQ
http://www.mynaep.com/

DAC DIG EST DIG ESTI B LES (Dates/tasks that are newly added this week are in bold)

Important Dates to Remember

Mid-Month: DLM Individual Student Reports available in Educator Portal DLM
19: WIDA AMS open for existing users ACCESS
September
26: New DACs added to WIDA AMS ACCESS
29: OSA Office Hours Webinar General
4: Test material ordering window opens ACCESS
4: Pre-ID upload window for non-public schools opens ACCESS
October  [15: NAEP schools register for MyNAEP and complete the “Provide School Information” NAEP
form
31: NAEP schools submit student list via “e-filing” on MyNAEP NAEP
Important Tasks to Remember
 Distribute ISRs (parent letter/ISR overview available here) Forward

[  Note ACT, ASPIRE, & WorkKeys 2018 administration dates; communicate to relevant team

members

ACT High School

[ Print and distribute ACT WorkKeys NCRCs Assessments
[ Print and distribute ACT Aspire Individual Student Reports (ISRs)
1 Ensure user accounts are up-to-date on WIDA.us, WIDA-AMS.us websites NCCEe
1 Note webinar dates; share with district staff who may be interested
4 Update secure browser for DLM KITE Client
[ Add new users to Educator Portal

DLM

[ Encourage test administrators to complete the required test administrator training as early as

possible

[  Ensure relevant team members are aware of the information regarding reading readiness
assessment at Reading Readiness Overview and Reading Readiness FAQ

Reading Readiness

[  Register for myNAEP

NAEP
(selected schools only)

ad It’s not too late!!! Update DAC contact information and DTC contact information and submit

to OSA ASAP

General

As new resources are posted to our website, we will include them here for your convenience. This is NOT an exhaustive list,
but meant to highlight resources with significant relevance to our upcoming test windows.

Online Resource Highlights*

Resource Contains Assessment

Spanish & Hmong Parent Spanish and Hmong versions of Parent Letters for distribution with

Forward
Letters ISRs
ACCESS for ELLs Calendar Provides an overview of relevant 2016-17 dates ACCESS
WIDA Resources Revamped training and manuals for 2016-17 ACCESS
Spring 2017 and 2018 ACT and | Provides 2017 and 2018 assessment window dates ACT/WorkKeys
Workkeys Calendar
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http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/requirements
https://educator.cete.us/AART/logIn.htm
http://training.dynamiclearningmaps.org/login/index.php
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/reading-readiness
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/reading-readiness/FAQ
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/update
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/dac/dtc-update
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/forward/data
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/ell/calendar
https://www.wida.us/assessment/ACCESS20.aspx
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/calendar
http://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/act/calendar
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