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NAEP 2024 Best Practices Guide 
Introduction

This guide includes proven practices and strategies, 
from administrators like you, to make the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) a very 
positive and successful experience for our nation’s 
high schools. 

NAEP results provide valuable feedback to 
educators, elected officials, and policymakers 
who work to maintain and improve the quality 
of our education system. Since NAEP is designed 
to assess a representative sample of our nation’s 
students, the accuracy of NAEP relies on the full 
participation of you, your teachers, and your 
students. One of the major purposes of NAEP is to 
show how education in the nation and our state is 
progressing. For that, we need a true picture of our 
students’ collective progress.

Twelfth-grade participation

Historically, twelfth-grade student participation in 
NAEP has been a challenge. Both low participation 
and low motivation can undermine the validity 
and credibility of NAEP results for high school 

students. As the graph below demonstrates, NAEP 
participation increased with the implementation 
of the Best Practices Guide in 2007. Participation 
is more important than ever since this is the first 
NAEP Grade 12 assessment since the COVID-19 
pandemic began.

Recommendations from the Secondary  
School Principals’ Working Group

The Best Practices Guide was created after 
NCES convened a Secondary School Principals’ 
Working Group in 2005 to address twelfth-grade 
participation rates. After discussing participation 
rates, student motivation, and student results, 
the working group concluded that the results did 
not reflect the true level of achievement of their 
students. The working group also concluded that 
high school principals and other school leaders 
could help improve participation rates by obtaining 
teacher buy-in and motivating students to take 
the assessment and do their best, and that best 
practices for achieving high participation should be 
shared with principals. 

NAEP School and Student Participation Rates for Public Schools: Grade 12
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NAEP 2024 Best Practices Guide | Introduction

Twelfth-grade participation in NAEP 
improved after the implementation of 
these recommendations, but only because 
principals like you have used some or all the 
strategies included in the Best Practices Guide. 
With increased participation headwinds in 
assessments, NAEP relies on principals like you 
more than ever.

Preparing for NAEP 2024

This guide will provide the tools you need to 
communicate the importance of participating 
in NAEP to your students and teachers. Some 
of the resources available in the Best Practices 
Guide for Supporting Twelfth-Grade NAEP 
Participation are the following:

 Videos to introduce NAEP to students 
and teachers;

 PowerPoint presentations customized for 
the students, parents, and staff at your school;

 MS Word templates for student notification 
letters, morning announcements, and more;

 Talking points used by principals for 
communicating with teachers, students, and 
parents; and

 Social media posts announcing NAEP to 
various audiences. 

In addition, you will receive three emails in the 
months leading up to the assessment. Each 
email will highlight effective strategies for 
encouraging participation and will link to the 
resources mentioned above.
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Notification Letter 
For Students

Dear Student: 

Congratulations! You have been selected to participate in this year’s National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, also known as NAEP. Very few students are selected, but you have been chosen to represent 
thousands of your peers in this important assessment.

NAEP is the most important measure of what students from across the country know and can do in a 
variety of subject areas. It is different from our state assessments because it represents high school 
students across the country, not just those here in [state]. Your participation will provide a snapshot of 
what students from across the country have learned in school, which will inform major decisions about 
how to improve education in the United States. In short, it’s important that you take part and give it your 
best effort!

 You will take NAEP at [time, date, location] with other selected students. 

 You will take a mathematics or reading assessment. 

 NAEP takes about 2 hours, and you don’t need to study for it. 

 Your answers will be anonymous and will NOT affect your grades or academic record in any way. 

 Upon completion of the assessment, you will receive a Certificate of Community Service. 

If you have any questions or would like to review sample questions, [insert name of school contact 
person] will be happy to help. You can also visit http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/students for 
more information. 

We are fortunate that our school has been selected to participate in NAEP, and we are excited to have you 
take the assessment. We know you will do your best and help us show what our students are capable of. 

Sincerely, 

[School Principal]

What students are saying about NAEP participation…
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Notification Letter 
For Parents or Guardians

[School Letterhead]

[Insert Date Here]

Dear Parent or Guardian:

[School name] will participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) on [date]. NAEP is 
the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what students know and can do in various 
subjects. NAEP is administered by the National Center for Education Statistics, within the U.S. Department of 
Education. NAEP is different from our state assessments because it is a common measure of achievement 
across the country. The results are released as The Nation’s Report Card, which provides information about 
student achievement to educators, parents/guardians, policymakers, and the public.

Your child [will/may] take a mathematics, reading, or science assessment. In addition to subject-area 
questions, students voluntarily complete NAEP survey questions. These questions provide valuable 
information about participating students’ educational experiences and opportunities to learn both in and 
outside of the classroom. More information about NAEP survey questions is available at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/parents under the section “What Questions Are on the Test?”

The assessment takes about 120 minutes for most students, which includes transition time, directions, and 
completion of survey questions.

The information collected is used for statistical purposes only.

 Your child’s grades will not be affected.

 Students may be excused for any reason, are not required to complete the assessment, and may skip 
any question.

 While the assessment is voluntary, NAEP depends on student participation to help policymakers improve 
education. However, if you do not want your child to participate, please notify me in writing by [date].

There is no need to study in preparation for NAEP, but please encourage your child to do their best. Contact 
[name] at [telephone number] or at [email address] if you have any questions.

We are excited that our school is participating in NAEP. We know that [school name]’s students will show 
what our nation’s students know and can do.

Sincerely,

[School Principal’s Name]

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) conducts the National Assessment of Educational Progress to evaluate federally supported education 
programs. All of the information you provide may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for 
any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S.C. §9573 and 6 U.S.C. §151). By law, every NCES employee as well as every NCES agent, such as 
contractors and NAEP coordinators, has taken an oath and is subject to a jail term of up to 5 years, a fine of $250,000, or both if he or she willfully 
discloses ANY identifiable information about you. Electronic submission of your information will be monitored for viruses, malware, and other threats by 
Federal employees and contractors in accordance with the Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015.
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Social Media and Online Communication 
Sample Announcements

If your school uses Twitter and/or Facebook to communicate with parents, students, and teachers, you can 
also use these platforms to communicate the importance of the assessment to teachers and to encourage 
student participation. The messages on the following page are formatted for Facebook and Twitter and are 
available for you to customize before posting to your school’s social media channels. These messages can 
also be posted on your school website, incorporated in school emails, newsletters, and/or your school’s 
preferred social media platform.  

In addition, you can follow NAEP’s social media accounts as we regularly share resources, results, and tools 
for working with NAEP that states also share on their pages to prepare for participation in the assessments.

Find our social media accounts below.

Facebook

@National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP)

Twitter

@NAEP_NCES 

YouTube

@TheNationsReportCard 
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Social Media and Online Communication | Sample Announcements

Scheduling Information

Facebook

Our school will have the chance to make a 
difference in education on [DATE]! Learn why 
our participation in NAEP is important at  
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/.

A group of our 12th-graders will represent 
thousands of others across the country on 
[DATE]! Known as The Nation’s Report Card, 
NAEP is the largest nationally representative 
and continuing assessment of what students 
in the United States know and can do in a 
variety of subjects. Learn more at  
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/. 

Twitter

We’re excited to announce our school will 
participate in #NAEP on [DATE]! Learn about 
this national assessment at https://www.
nationsreportcard.gov/.

#NAEP will be administered to select 12th-
graders at our school on [DATE]. To learn 
more about the program, visit https://nces.
ed.gov/nationsreportcard/students/.

Something big is happening on [DATE]. A 
group of our 12th-graders will participate in 
#NAEP that day! Learn more at https://nces.
ed.gov/nationsreportcard/students/.

Information for Teachers

Facebook

Teachers, how much do you know about 
NAEP? What does NAEP mean for you 
and your students? Hear what other 
teachers are saying at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/participating/schools.aspx.

NAEP results help us better understand how 
our students are performing academically 
across the United States. Learn more about 
why participation is important at https://
www.nationsreportcard.gov/focus_on_naep/
participation/#/grade12.

Twitter

Some of our 12th-graders have been selected 
to participate in #NAEP! Discover what other 
#teachers are saying at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/participating/schools.aspx.

#Teachers, do you know why our #student 
participation in #NAEP is important? Find out: 
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/focus_on_
naep/participation/#/grade12.

#Teachers, find out the types of questions 
your #students will see on #NAEP with the 
NAEP Questions Tool: https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/nqt/.
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Social Media and Online Communication | Sample Announcements

Information for Students

Facebook

12th-graders, don’t forget! If you have been 
selected to take NAEP, your participation is 
essential for understanding what students 
across the country have learned in school. 
Curious about the types of questions you can 
expect to see on #NAEP? Check out the NAEP 
Test Yourself tool at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/nqt/.

What is NAEP? Learn the answer to this 
question and more at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/students/. 

Twitter

Curious about the types of questions you 
can expect to see on #NAEP? Check out the 
NAEP Test Yourself tool at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/nqt/.

You don’t have to study for #NAEP, but 
your participation is still important. Find out 
why: https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
students/.

Information for Parents

Facebook

Parents, if your 12th-grader has been selected 
to take NAEP, they will represent thousands 
of other students across the United States. 
Discover other reasons why participation 
is so important at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/parents/. 

Do you have any questions about NAEP and 
your child’s involvement? Learn the answers  
to your questions and more by visiting  
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
parents/.

Twitter

Mark your calendars, parents! Our school will 
participate in #NAEP on [DATE]. Learn more 
about the assessment at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/parents/.

If your child has been selected to participate 
in #NAEP, find more information about 
the assessment at https://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/parents/. 

Why is your child’s participation in #NAEP 
important? Find out by visiting https://nces.
ed.gov/nationsreportcard/parents/.
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School Announcement 
Templates

Initial morning announcement

Good morning, students and teachers. I am excited to announce 
that our school has been selected to participate in the 2024 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress, also known as NAEP. It is the 
largest continuing and nationally representative assessment of what 
students across the country know and can do in a variety of subjects. 
Some of our twelfth-graders have been selected to take assessments 
in mathematics and reading. To those who have been selected for this 
important test, you have all our support, and I have NO doubt that you 
will represent us well! More details to follow as we move closer to our 
school’s assessment day. Thank you in advance for your involvement.

Morning announcement used in the month leading up to 
NAEP assessment (possibly read once per week or biweekly)

Good morning, students and teachers. The countdown to the NAEP 
assessment is underway. We are only [number] days away from NAEP 
Day on [date], when some of our twelfth-graders will take this important 
assessment to measure our nation’s educational progress. Students and 
teachers, if you have any questions, please reach out to [name], our 
School’s NAEP coordinator. Thank you.

Morning announcement used the day of the NAEP assessment

Good morning, students and teachers. NAEP Day is finally here! I would 
like to remind everyone that today some of our twelfth-graders will 
be participating in the National Assessment of Educational Progress. 
Teachers, please be sure to release those students 5 minutes before 
the assessment is scheduled to begin. For those students who are 
participating, please report to your designated locations on time. You 
are playing an important role in our nation’s ability to measure what 
students across the country are learning. What’s more, by taking the 
assessment, you are having an impact on the future of education for the 
students who follow you. Do your best and good luck. Thank you. 
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PowerPoint Slide 
TV Monitor Announcement

 






 











Source: TV Monitor Announcement.
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Talking Points 
Principals to Teachers

What is NAEP?

The National Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) is the largest continuing and nationally 
representative assessment that shows what students 
across the country know and can do in various subjects. 
It is different from our state assessments and even the 
SAT and ACT because it represents high school students 
across the country, not just those here in our state or 
those who plan to go on to college.

Why should I encourage my students 
to participate? 

NAEP is an important and integral part of education 
in the United States. The results of NAEP are 
released as The Nation’s Report Card. Encouraging 
your students to participate and do their best gives 
them the opportunity to show how well our nation’s 
students perform.

 Elected officials, policymakers, and educators all use 
NAEP results to develop ways to improve education.

 NAEP provides a common measure of student 
achievement across the country.

 NAEP data can be used to compare and understand 
the performance of demographic groups within your 
state, the nation, and select urban districts.

 Teachers can use sample NAEP questions and scoring 
guides as a resource for understanding student 
performance.

What do I have to do?

Your students will need to be out of class for about 120 
minutes for the assessment. You do not have to do 
anything to prepare for the assessment; you just need 
to release students from class and encourage them to 
do their best. Each student represents thousands of 
other high school students across the nation, so it is 
important that they participate and do their best.
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PowerPoint Slides 
Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 














Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 1.

 

Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 2.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 
















Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 3.

 














Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 4.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 














Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 5.

 






  

 












Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 6.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 












        
























Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 7.

 
















Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 8.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 











        
























Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 9.

 
















Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 10.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 










Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 11.

 













Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 12.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 












Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 13.

 






Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 14.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Teachers

 









 

Source: Introducing NAEP to Teachers, slide 15.
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NAEP 
Tools on the Web

 






Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 1.
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NAEP | Tools on the Web

 























































Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 2.

 


























































Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 3.
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NAEP | Tools on the Web

 



































































Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 4.

 





































































































































































Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 5.

22

https://westat.box.com/s/2bvoad4ehrnm09djls3lw8m5grahpskf
https://westat.box.com/s/2bvoad4ehrnm09djls3lw8m5grahpskf


NAEP 2024 Best Practices Guide

NAEP | Tools on the Web

 















Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 6.

 






























          



Source: NAEP Tools on the Web, page 7.
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Talking Points 
Principals and Teachers to Students

What is NAEP?

NAEP stands for the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress. You may know it as The Nation’s Report Card. 
It’s the largest continuing and nationally representative 
assessment of what students across the country know 
and can do in various subjects. It is different from our 
state assessments and even the SAT and ACT because it 
represents all high school students across the country, 
not just those here in our state or those who plan to go 
on to college.

Why should I participate?

NAEP is important. The results of NAEP are released as 
The Nation’s Report Card and they help the President, 
Congress, and all of our educators make decisions 
about how to improve our education system. By 
participating, you have the ability to influence those 
decisions and contribute to the quality of education for 
future students. Not all students take the assessment. 
You have been chosen to represent other high school 
students in our school, in our state, and across the 
country. It is important that you take part and put forth 
your best effort.

What do I have to do?

You will take the test with other selected students. The 
test takes only about 120 minutes. Students will be 
assessed in mathematics and reading. Each student 
will be assessed in only one subject. Your scores will be 
anonymous and will not affect your grades or academic 
record in any way. Instead, they will be combined 
with the scores of other students to produce overall 
results. You should do your best because you were 
selected to represent students just like you across the 
country. When NAEP results are reported in the news, 
they influence the public’s opinion of what high school 
students across the United States know and can do in a 
variety of subjects.
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PowerPoint Slides 
Introducing NAEP to Students

 


















Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 1.

 

Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 2.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Students

 













Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 3.

 

















Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 4.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Students

 















Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 5.

 

















Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 6.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Students

 






  

 












Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 7.

 












        
























Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 8.
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PowerPoint Slides | Introducing NAEP to Students

 















Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 9.

 











        
























Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 10.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 11.

 











Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 12.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 13.

 










Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 14.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 15.

 





Source: Introducing NAEP to Students, slide 16.
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Incentive Ideas 
For Students Who Participate in NAEP

Student incentives can help boost NAEP participation rates in your school. 
Here are some examples of strategies used by school principals over the 
past 10 years.

Raffle for prizes

Students who choose to participate 
can be entered into a raffle for a 
special prize. Some possible prizes are 
listed below.

 Free prom tickets

 Special parking space for a day 
or week

 Free yearbook

 Free yearbook space/page

 Gift card(s) from local businesses

Free food

Some schools offer a simple breakfast 
as a thank you to participating 
students—bagels, donuts, coffee, 
and orange juice. Another option is 
pizza for lunch or snacks for after the 
assessment.

Graduation pin

Create and distribute a pin or honor tag 
to be worn during graduation.
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Source: NAEP 2024 Certificate of Community Service.
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Source: NAEP 2024 Certificate of Appreciation.
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Talking Points 
Principals and Teachers to Parents

What is NAEP?

The National Assessment of Educational Progress, 
or NAEP, is often called the gold standard of 
assessments and has been around since 1969. It’s 
called The Nation’s Report Card because it tells 
us how students across the country are doing. It 
is different from any of the other tests your child 
takes in school – including state assessments and 
even the SAT and ACT – because it represents all 
high school students in the United States, not just 
those in our state or those who plan to go on to 
college. As the largest national test, the results are 
found in the headlines of national and local news 
stories all over the country.

Why should I encourage my child 
to participate?

NAEP is a window into the state of our 
educational system and what students are 
learning. It opens the door for parents to 
understand how well children like theirs are doing 
compared to other students in participating large 
urban districts, other states, the nation, and the 
rest of the world. Your child has been selected 
to represent other students like them across 
the country. Not every student or every school 
takes the test, and your child can help to show 
the country just how much all our high school 
students know and can do in a variety of subjects. 
The results of NAEP help the President, Congress, 
and educators make informed decisions about 
how to improve our education system. When 
your child participates, your child is making 
a difference.

What does my child have to do?

If your child is selected to participate in the 
assessment, your child will need to be out of 
class for about 120 minutes. The results are 
anonymous and your child’s grades won’t be 
affected. We encourage students to get a good 
amount of sleep the night before and to eat 
breakfast that morning. Please encourage your 
child to do their best.

Where can I find more information 
on NAEP?

Visit The Nation’s Report Card online at www.
nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard and dig deeper 
into topics such as

 How your child was selected

 NAEP accommodations

 NAEP scoring

Also, access the NAEP parent brochure at 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.
asp?pubid=2012469.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 1.

 

Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 2.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 3.

 












Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 4.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 5.

 
















Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 6.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 7.

 






  

 












Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 8.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 9.

 









Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 10.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 11.

 












Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 12.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 13.

 



Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 14.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 15.

 






Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 16.
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Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 17.

 







Source: Introducing NAEP to Parents, slide 18.
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Source: 2019 Infographic for Math and Reading at Grade 12, page 1.

46

https://westat.box.com/s/layu0c9bxxj9ii1mudv5dm2m8acnp61g


NAEP 2024 Best Practices Guide

Infographic | Grade 12 Math and Reading

 





























Source: 2019 Infographic for Math and Reading at Grade 12, page 2.
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Source: 2019 Infographic for Math and Reading at Grade 12, page 3.
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Source: 2019 Infographic for Math and Reading at Grade 12, page 4.
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Source: NAEP High School Transcript Study Grade 12 Results from 2019, page 1.
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Source: NAEP High School Transcript Study Grade 12 Results from 2019, page 2.
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