Accountants ‘R’ Us Project

Situation: Have you ever thought about putting your accounting knowledge to good use? Here’s your chance. With this project you will get an opportunity to create an accounting system that would allow clubs to organize and personalize their bookkeeping needs. In addition, you would audit the club books at the end of the school year. This is about creating a system that is easy to use and understand (even for those without accounting knowledge).
Assignment:  You and two classmates of your choosing have formed a partnership. You will consult with co-curricular clubs within Bay Port and set up a manual accounting system for them to use.  
Requirements:

1.
Set up your partnership. Decide on:

· company name

· logo

· motto 


2.
Create a training manual which outlines the procedures and methods to be used to: 
· record daily transactions

· generate monthly reports
· generate school year-end reports 
Provide illustrations as appropriate.


3.
Prepare a presentation to: 
· advertise services available

· solicit business 
4.
Design a flyer for your business using the computer. 
5.
Make an appointment with key personnel of the selected organization to examine and evaluate their accounting needs. Explain your proposal and computer capabilities, and provide work samples. 
6.
As a partnership, devise a plan to submit to the club that includes the following: 
· chart of accounts (be sure to include accounts payable, accounts receivable, revenue, and operating expenses)
· example of each type of journal entry club will use
· sample ledgers
· sample financial statements

7.
Train club treasurer and advisor to use the accounting system you have designed. Be sure to have a “help line” in place.
8.
After the club has used the system you designed for a month, audit the books and help prepare end-of-month financial statements.

9.
At the end of the school year, audit the books and help prepare end-of-year financial statements.

10.
Written reflection on group work and participation (see attached handout).
11.
As a group, read Willa Cather's story "Paul's Case." Discuss Paul's relationship with his firm and his decision to steal money. Discuss the division which Paul perceives between his business environment and his interests and dreams. In your partnership group, write dialogues or monologues portraying one of the following: 
a.
The human resource manager works with Paul to develop a personal and professional development plan, including short and long-range goals, career assessment, and training. 
b.
Paul describes his loss of control of his environment and his life and tries to understand the reasons why. 
c.
Paul and a counselor discuss how a stronger internal locus of control can displace his feeling that he is the helpless victim of his environment and personal circumstances, especially in not being able to please his father. 
d.
Paul expresses his need to seek ways to balance the external constraints of his life by assuming some internal control to find artistic outlets, making his job and inner life more harmonious. 
e.
Paul and his father discuss what communication skills they might have developed to help Paul balance the demands of employment with his love of the arts. 

