Representative Steve Kestell Statement on School Finance Reform
June 24, 2010

STATE CAPITOL...Today, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Evers offered a framework to
reform school funding entitled, “Fair Funding for Our Future.” In response to this plan, State
Representative Steve Kestell (R-Elkhart Lake) offered these thoughts:

“I am encouraged that Superintendent Evers is starting the conversation about taking on the difficult task
of reforming how we pay for our schools in Wisconsin. Clearly, the proliferation of categorical aids has
served to cause confusion and has contributed to the weakening of the credibility of the state funding
formula. | also agree that growth of the school levy tax credit has been problematic and is in need of
correction. | am looking forward to working with Superintendent Evers and my colleagues in the
legislature to examine all ideas to reform how we distribute state funds for education, while protecting
Wisconsin taxpayers.”

To review a copy of Superintendent Ever’s plan, please visit the Department of Public Instruction’s
homepage at http://dpi.wi.gov and click on the “Fair Funding for Our Future” icon.
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