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Inquiry Models 
 

What it is: Inquiry models engage students in actively investigating a discipline, 
actively searching for knowledge or understanding.  Students generate questions or 
identify issues or problems relevant to a content area, then collect and interpret 
information or data to answer the question or solve the issue or problem.  Some 
disciplines have one or more inquiry models that are specific to their way of thinking.  
Other disciplines use more generic approaches. 

 

 

Benefits: 

 Increases student involvement and 
ownership of curriculum and content  

 Stimulates curiosity 

 Enhances student performance 

 Encourages development of 
independent skills 

 

Examples: 

 Scientific Inquiry 

 Thinking Like a Historian 

 The Big 6 

 Ontario Inquiry Model K-12 

 Resident Expert (Winebrenner, 
2001) 

 Action research 
 
 
 
 

Situations where it’s useful: 

 When you would like to increase 
depth and complexity for students 

 For students that are passionate 
about a particular topic 

 In conjunction with curriculum 
compacting 

 As an anchor activity 

 May be particularly valuable for 
underserved and underrepresented 
populations 

 

Pointers: 

 This strategy can be used with 
individual students, pairs of 
students, or teams of students  

 This strategy can be used as a 
whole group activity or with selected 
students 

 Complete an independent contract 
for the selected question, issue, or 
problem.  The student and teacher 
should sign it.  You may choose to 
also have a parent/guardian sign. 

 You might need to help students 
develop perseverance in generating 
questions/issues/problems, carefully 
investigating them, then interpreting 
information and data to generate 
answers or solutions 
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