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Biographies

David Edie, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families has served as the Early Education Policy Analyst for the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families (WCCF) since 2006. Dave worked in Wisconsin state government for over 20 years, serving as director of the state’s Office of Child Care for 10 years, and also as the Director of the Office of Regulation and Licensing. He was the lead child care administrator and planner in state government for most of his tenure in state government. After leaving state government in 2002, Dave worked as an analyst for the Wisconsin Child Care Research Partnership and as a consultant for the National Child Care Information Center, before he was hired by WCCF. Dave holds a Bachelor’s degree from Amherst College in Massachusetts and a Master’s degree in education from Springfield College.

Geraldine Henchy, Food Research and Action Center
The Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) is the leading national nonprofit organization working to improve public policies and public-private partnerships to eradicate hunger and under nutrition in the United States.  Geri Henchy is FRAC’s Director of Nutrition Policy and Early Childhood Programs.  Her work focuses on the nutrition policies necessary to reach the goals of eradicating domestic hunger and improving the nutrition and health of low-income individuals and families.  She was a member of the Institute of Medicine’s Committee to review the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Meal Requirements and is the current chair of the policy committee of the American Public Health Association’s Food and Nutrition Section.

Amanda Kane, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
The Child Nutrition Programs administered by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction contribute to the health and well being of Wisconsin’s children, by supporting nutritious meal service in day care centers, family day care homes, summer feeding programs and schools.  Amanda Kane is the Director of the Community Nutrition Team which oversees the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) for Wisconsin.


Early Care and Education Panel

Jill Chase is currently serving as the Acting Deputy Administrator for the Division of Early Care and Education (DECE) in the Department of Children and Families.   DECE administers the YoungStar Program, the RTTT Early Learning Grant, Quality initiatives, the Wisconsin Shares, Program Integrity, Milwaukee Early Care Administration and Child Care Licensing.   Prior to this role, Jill directed the Bureau of Early Care Regulation for over eleven years.  She was the Regional Licensing Chief in the Northeastern Region – Green Bay for three years before being promoted to the Director position. Jill has over 21 years of experience working for state government and was a Director for the Department of Health and Family Services before moving to the newly created Department of Children and Families in 2008.  She has seven years of director experience managing residential programs for both children and adults.  Jill holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Education from Edgewood College and has taught in a child care program, a 4K program and both regular and special education classrooms.    
David Edie (see speaker bio)
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Erik Hayko is the Section Chief for the Fraud Detection and Investigation Unit with the Department of Children and Families.  His unit is responsible for investigating and ensuring program integrity within the Wisconsin Shares Child Care Subsidy Program.  Erik has been with DCF since the FDIU was created in Fall 2009 and with the State for nearly 15 years.  Prior to joining DCF, Erik was the Procurement Compliance Officer for the State Bureau of Procurement and the 
Lobbying and Financial Disclosure Administrator with the State Ethics Board.  Erik possesses a diverse background in federal and state program administration as well has the distinct honor of being the Administrator of the lobbying program recognized in 2001 as one of the 25 greatest Innovations in American Government by the Ford Foundation and Harvard University.  In his free time, Erik is an avid soccer and fan and Disney enthusiast.
Susan Pritchard-Pederson is the President of the Wisconsin Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Sponsor’s Forum. She is the Assistant Director for the Wisconsin Early Childhood Association (WECA) (CACFP) serving all of Wisconsin’s 72 counties and tribal communities. She has over 25 years experience working with the CACFP as a monitor and Regional Director of a multistate CACFP sponsor. She has also been an Early Childhood Teacher and Center Director. She has a BS in Education from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.

Laura Saterfield is currently the Bureau Director of the Bureau of Quality Improvement in the Division of Early Care and Education at the Department of Children and Families.  Laura was appointed the Director for the Department of Children and Families Bureau of Early Childhood Education in January 2009. Laura had worked in the Child Care Section for 14 years as a Grant Administrator and Section Chief. Laura developed the first State of Wisconsin Employee Child Care Center in Madison in 1985.  She worked at the University of Wisconsin System Administration developing child care centers at university campuses.  She has served on several child care boards, including a term as Chair of the Board of Community Coordinated Child Care, the child care resource and referral agency that served Dane, Jefferson, Dodge, Columbus and Sauk counties. Laura has a Bachelor of Science degree in Government from the College of Saint Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota, where her research emphasis was on government support of child care. 


Wellness:  Obesity Prevention and Food Insecurity Panel

Amber Canto is the Poverty and Food Security Specialist with University of Wisconsin-Extension, Cooperative Extension. Her work addresses environmental, policy and systems approaches to healthy food access and availability, food security, and social disparities such as poverty - with a special interest in addressing the converging pathways to preventing hunger and obesity. Amber completed her master's degree in public health nutrition with a global health emphasis at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Gillings School of Global Public Health, and received a B.S. in dietetics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Bridget Cullen is a Program and Policy Analyst for YoungStar from the Department of Children and Families.  Bridget has more than 35 years of experience in family and youth development and early care and education. She has served as Child Care Wellness Coordinator with DHS, Executive Director of the Child Care Resource and Referral previously located in Oshkosh, adjunct lecturer with the University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh, Northeast Technical College, Fox Valley Technical College and Viterbo University.  She is a recognized trainer for the Portage Project Family Service Credential.  Bridget administered large early childhood and school-age programs for various non-profit agencies located in the Midwest. She graduated from Oklahoma State University with a master’s in education and from Concordia University – Nebraska with a bachelor’s in education.     
Peggy Helm-Quest Peggy is the Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs Program Consultant for the WI Department of Health Services in the Division of Public Health, Bureau of Community Health Promotion.  As the DPH liaison, Peggy provides CYSHCN consultation to many health and mental health programs among children birth to 21 and public health disabilities/health equity consultation across the life span.  Peggy is the Program Manager for the Wisconsin Birth Defects, Prevention, and Surveillance program; Project Manager for the WIC/Birth Defects Nutritionist integration initiative - Nourishing Special Needs; and Contract Administrator for the MCH Wisconsin Healthiest Families initiative and the CYSHCN Program. In addition, Peggy is on the MCH Advisory Committee, Post-Partum Depression Task force, Children's Mental Health Committee, Children's Health Alliance Advisory Board, Autism Society of Wisconsin 
Board, and Hope House for South Central Wisconsin Board. Peggy received a Masters of Education from the University of WI-Oshkosh in Counselor Education; a Masters in Health Administration with a certificate in public health management from the University of South Carolina - Columbia School of Public Health; and is a graduate from the University of Wisconsin - Madison Lafollette Institute - Women in Government program.  

Amy Meinen, MPH, RD, CD; Wisconsin Obesity Prevention Network, UW-Madison Amy is a registered dietitian with formal training in public health. She has spent the past thirteen years working in the obesity prevention field, which has included working with a Native American tribe, with several Wisconsin communities, and at the state level. Amy has extensive experience in designing, implementing, and evaluating public health interventions to prevent obesity, especially in the early childhood, school and community food environment settings. Most recently, Amy was the State Nutrition Coordinator for the Wisconsin Department of Health Services' Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity Program. Now, she is working with partners on the emerging development of the Wisconsin Obesity Prevention Network, which is using Collective Impact to build relationships and alignment between state agencies, local public health agencies, universities, non-profit organizations, advocacy organizations, and local coalitions to address obesity.   

Lisa Murphy, MPH, RD, CD, CL is the Wisconsin State WIC Nutrition Services Coordinator.  She has a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Wisconsin – Madison and a Masters in Public Health Nutrition from UCLA.  She is a Registered Dietitian and Certified Lactation Specialist.  She has varied work experiences in the field of dietetics, but has been with the WIC Program for the past 12 years.  She started working at the local agency level, and then moved to the state office three years ago.  Her first position there was as the State Breastfeeding Peer Counseling Program Coordinator.  She has been in her current position for a year and a half.  In this role she is responsible for the overall administration of the nutrition and breastfeeding component of Wisconsin’s WIC Program.  She develops, implements, and evaluates the State WIC nutrition goals and objectives; policies and procedures; resources; and evaluation methodologies for the WIC Nutrition and Breastfeeding Services. 
Molle Polzin is a Registered Dietitian and works with the USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program as a Nutrition Program Consultant for the Department of Public Instruction.  Molle specializes in child feeding and nutrition, as well as childhood obesity prevention efforts.  She is the Training Coordinator for the Community Nutrition Team for which she develops training presentations and materials for early care and education agencies.  Molle is co-chair of the Wisconsin Early Childhood Obesity Prevention Initiative (WECOPI) and the Early Childhood Obesity Team for the Governor’s Early Childhood Advisory Council. Molle co-authored the book, Healthy Bites: A Wisconsin Guide for Improving Childhood Nutrition which was developed to support a healthier environment for children in the Early Care and Education setting.
Moderator
Linda Leindecker Linda Leindecker is the Executive Director of Horizons Unlimited, Inc., a sponsoring organization of the Child and Adult Care Food Program.  Linda started working in the child care field over thirty years ago.  During her career she has worked in both group and family child care, Resource and Referral, education, and of course the Child and Adult Care Food Program. Ms. Leindecker has served on the National CACFP Sponsors Association Board of Directors from 1999 - 2012, serving as President during four of those years.  Linda has enjoyed advocating for the CACFP on a federal level for many years.  She is currently serving on a USDA appointed Paperwork Reduction Workgroup preparing a report to submit to Congress on ways to reduce the paperwork burden of the CACFP.  
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