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1) What is the minimum course schedule required for elementary students?

· The intent is to capture the district and school decisions.  Certain courses are required to be provided to all students in s.  121.02.(1)(L), Wis. Stats., and those courses need to be identified and reported.  For grades K-6 those courses are reading, English language arts, social studies, mathematics, science, health, physical education, art, and music.  Any additional courses to record are those that are reported to students and their parents, such as world languages or career and technical education.

· For 2010-11 only course completion status is required for grade levels PK – 8.

2) Should you report extended learning (after school), enrichment, tutorial programs, and/or study hall through CWCS?

· Coursework completed outside the regular school day such as credit retrieval, which counts towards graduation requirements or grade level advancement should be reported to the CWCS.  Extracurricular activities and extended learning such as after school programs provided as a service to parents and children or the community should not be reported to the CWCS.  Non-credit activities and schedule segments which take place during the regular school day such as school clubs, study hall, tutorials, and guidance may be submitted to CWCS, but are not required. 

· Summer school coursework will not be collected for 2010-11.  Further guidance will be provided when summer school coursework is incorporated into the CWCS.

3) How are different schedules reported through CWCS for a student and/or teacher?

· There are not a minimum number of sections that must be reported per student. Each student’s schedule will determine the number of courses that will be reported for each term.

· Students within a single school will not be required to submit similar schedules or the same number of sections.  

· Teachers will not be required to be assigned to a certain number of sections.

· The purpose of the CWCS data collection is to collect coursework completed by students based on a term.  If a course earns a grade after each quarter, semester, trimester, or annually, then for each completion point a course & teacher and student record are submitted.
4) Who is the teacher of record when the course is offered by a non-district entity, for example, over the internet or from a university?

· For courses which have no district teacher such as virtual / on-line classes, classes taken from a technical college or university, and youth apprenticeship, a district teacher must be assigned as a 'Monitoring Educator.'    Refer to table D.9 of the Course and Teacher file interface specification,  http://www.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/cwcsapp.html, for a definition of 'Monitoring Educator.’ 

5) Are you required to report educational options such as Youth Options and/or Alternative Education through CWCS?

· Yes, students taking part in youth options or alternative education must be reported to the CWCS.  A section ID including course and teacher information must be created. 

6) Are you required to report educational opportunities such as Distance Education through CWCS?

· Yes. The student should be reported only once by the school to which the student is assigned in the WSLS.  If the hosting site is not in the same district as the receiving site, the LEA reports the course, the grade earned, and identifies the local monitor as "Monitoring Educator."  When the provider of the instruction is delivering instruction through a distance learning mechanism to another school in the same district, the course at the receiving site should still be identified as distance learning.  However, in this case, the district does have the teacher identifier and records the actual teacher from the hosting site and not the "Monitoring Educator" at the receiving site.  

7) What is the relationship of course to a teacher?

· Every section must have one course code and at least one teacher assignment.  Every section may have one or more students.  Refer to Course and Teacher file interface specification, http://www.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/cwcsapp.html, for a definition of 'Section ID.'  
8) Is course code grade level specific?

· No.  Grade level is collected within an individual student record.  A limited number of English / Language Arts courses specifically include grade level within the definition.  This grade level identifies the content of the course.  Though the student grade level will likely match the course in this case, this is not required.
9) What type of information may be included within the Section ID?

· The Section ID is defined by the school and must be unique within a term for the school.
· Example: HHSRm101SmithAlgebraII (This includes the abbreviation of the high school, the room number, the teacher’s name, and the course title).
10) How to report a classroom that encompasses one teacher, multiple disciplines, and multiple students?

· Ideally a section ID should be created for each of the students in such a classroom to specify the association of section to a course code and a teacher.
11) Are school districts required to report Part-time Open Enrollment courses?

· Yes.  Part-time open enrollment classes must be reported by the district and school which the student is enrolled and their WSN resides.
12) If a student transfers from one district to another district midterm, are the transferred credits reported by the prior district?

· Coursework in progress, but not yet completed, for the term in which the student transferred is reported only by the district and school to which the student transferred once the student completes (or withdraws from) the course in the transfer district.  Coursework completed in the previous school is reported only by the previous school and district regardless of whether the school to which the student transferred accepts the transfer credit.  
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