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1) What course codes should school districts report through CWCS, the NCES, or DPI course codes?

· DPI has incorporated the NCES secondary course codes with DPI defined elementary course codes and a limited number of generic course codes for CWCS reporting for 2010-11.  Non-secondary course codes have been proposed but not finalized by NCES. 
· Please refer to http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/cwcsapp.html to download a copy of the WI DPI Course Code List.  
· To download or order a copy of the NCES Secondary School Course Classification System:  School Codes for the Exchange of Data (SCED) refer to http://nces.ed.gov/pubSearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007341.  
· The course codes used in prior years for the PI-1215 are not valid for the CWCS.
2) How were the course codes defined?  Does the course code have inherent meaning?

· The WI DPI Course codes are based off the NCES Secondary Course Codes.  The first two characters identify the subject area.  The middle three characters represent the course identifier for a specific topic within a subject area.  The final character is course level and is based on the content of the class taught.  

· A course code or codes must be associated with each section.  Students are then associated with each section.  The course code and all components are elements of the Course and Teacher file (data group).

3) How do you determine when secondary course codes are appropriate for 7th and 8th grade level courses?

· Use of non-secondary (elementary) versus secondary course codes may vary between (or possibly within) grade levels for a single school.  The appropriate code set is determined by the school model, elementary, middle, or high school.  If 7th and 8th grade courses implement a middle school model, then the secondary course codes should be used.  However, if an elementary model is implemented, then the elementary course codes should be used.

4) When a course code is associated with a grade level will you have the ability to have any age student enrolled in the course?

· Yes.  Grade level should be reported in the CWCS in the same manner as it is reported for other ISES collections, please refer to http://www.dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/datagrade.html.  Certain course codes have a grade level specified.  This grade level represents the course content.  Students from multiple grade levels as identified in the student record may be associated with such a course. 
5) Are only ‘core’ courses reported in CWCS?

· No, the NCES course codes are very extensive.  In general course codes should be available for all coursework.  The school should review the list to identify the most appropriate course code.  If no course code makes sense to the district, then contact the WSLS/ISES Help Desk for assistance.  Refer to the CWCS FAQs Related to Course for more information.
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