	ISES Course work completion Project Abstract



Why a new data collection?

In order to meet the requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and address existing gaps in the state LDS data sets, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) will build a new student level data collection and begin accumulating new data first quarter of 2011.   The main objectives of this effort will be to address 2 key components referenced in ARRA and specified in the America COMPETES Act:

· The ability to match teachers with students and, 

· Capture student-level transcript information, including courses completed.

These two objectives will be achieved with enhancements made to the Individual Student Enrollment System (ISES) which is already central to the DPI’s student-level data collection efforts.  Two new collection periods will be proposed: one in the middle of the school year intended to collect data from the 1st marking period and the second at the end of the school year intended to capture data from the 2nd marking period.    

The DPI will capture a number of additional data elements related to the student, course or teacher that will enable Wisconsin to replace the existing PI-1215 Course Offerings Report.  In order to eliminate the PI-1215 the new data collection will capture data on part-time open enrollment students, the number of students and the courses offered that fall into the world languages categories, and finally the students who are participating in the youth options college programs.  The other piece of the PI-1215 Course Offerings Report is the collection of district graduation requirements.  This district level data will be addressed with a new, separate once-per-year collection.

What is the new data collection?

A process has been established which enables schools and/or districts to upload course work data by section, course, student, and teacher into the ISES Course Work Completion database.  Schools and/or districts are required to report on all students enrolled (K3 – 12) that are assigned to a specific section, course, and/or teacher.  Courses will be defined within the DPI Master Course List and will include all courses outlined within the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Secondary School Course Classification System. Additional course codes devoted to early childhood, elementary curriculum, alternative education, special education, and project based educational programs not currently included within the NCES Course Guide have been added by Wisconsin.  

Preliminary validations are run at the time of the file upload.  Once the school submits an error free file, all of the section, course, teacher, and student data are stored in the ISES Course Work Completion database.  More complex data validations are then performed within the ISES Course Work Completion application during the “Validate” process.  The course work completion data can run through a partial upload or a complete upload process.

ISES Course Work Completion System will include a web application to allow users the ability to view errors and make the necessary corrections on line or resubmit an updated the data file.  Once the school districts have finalized their data file(s) the data will be locked and no further updates will be allowed.  This becomes a point in time view of the data.

The web application will have a screen for direct entry of Section and Student assignments.  The users will have the ability to enter multiple section assignments for a specific student.  Once a school district has submitted and finalized or locked their data the web application will not allow any further updates, additions, or corrections to the data.  This screen will include the following data fields.
	Submitting District
	School Code

	Year
	Term

	Record Type
	Section ID

	WSN Number
	Enrollment Date of Student

	Grade Level Placement of the Student
	Grade Earned (9-12 only)

	Successful Completion
	High School Credits Earned

	College Credits Earned
	Part-Time Open Enrollment District


The web application will have a screen for direct entry of Section, Course, and Teacher assignments.  This screen will enable the users to assign multiple teacher assignments by section and course.  This screen will include the following data fields.

	Submitting District
	School Code

	Year
	Term

	Record Type
	Section ID

	Course Code
	Local Course Title

	Dual Enrollment/Credit Indicator
	Distance Education Indicator

	Virtual/Online Education Indicator
	Project Based Indicator

	Academic Service Learning Indicator
	Equivalency Course Indicator

	World Languages Indicator
	Bilingual/ESL Indicator

	Alternative Education Program Indicator
	Teacher Role

	DPI Educator File Number
	Last Name (Teacher)

	
	Former Last Name (Teacher)


Both the automated data load process and the web based data entry screens will produce error reports that can be viewed through the web based system.  Detailed progress and summary reports will also be available online.  The system will also allow the district users to view their data online throughout the program year.  Once a school district has locked their data file the data becomes a point in time measure and cannot be changed.
When and what data will be collected ?

Phase I (school year 2010-11)
· Collect the data to link students to teachers

· Collect course completion  (transcript) data on all students PK through 12 

· Include all public schools and all grades 

· Capture grade earned for grades 9-12 (only)

· Two collection periods: first quarter calendar year 2011 and 2nd quarter calendar year 2011

· Utilize the secondary course codes as defined by the US Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics

· Utilize elementary course codes as defined by DPI

· Simplified business rules and data editing 

· PI1215 – tab #1 – Course Offerings
Phase II (school year 2010-11)
· State schools run by the Department of Corrections

· State schools run by the Department of Health Services

· Students at the Wisconsin School for the Deaf and School for the Visually Impaired

· Multi-district charter schools

· County Disability Education Boards (CCDEBs)

· Summer school data 

· Grade earned for students in grades PK – 8

· Graduation requirements for each district (as previously defined by the PI-1215) will be captured elsewhere

· Students that drop out or transfer mid-semester need not be recorded

· Required special education attributes
 
· PI1215 – tabs #2-6 – HS Graduation Requirements, Elementary Survey, Part-time Open Enrollment & Youth Options
When will the ISES Course Work Completion System go Live?
The target date to go live in the production environment is the first quarter of 2011.  Our plan is to begin with a limited group of school districts submitting their data and once we have successfully validated and locked their data files we will solicit the remaining school districts to submit their course work completion data files.
If your school and/or district would be interested in participating in the beta data collection process please submit questions, comments, and suggestions to 
  24x7 DPI Online Helpdesk Application or call 800-507-5744.
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