ISES Clarification for

Enrollment and Fall 2005 Assessment Purposes

OEA Email to District Assessment Coordinators 10-7-05

Q1. What is ISES and how is it used for enrollment purposes? 

The Individual Student Enrollment System (ISES) collects student demographic and outcome data to meet reporting requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  Unique 10-digit Wisconsin student numbers (WSNs) provide this information.  DPI has provided guidance to districts for determining the ISES enrollment status of students, along with enrollment and exit dates for students, at http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/dataenroll.html.  

Q2. How does ISES differ from the School Performance Report (SPR) and the PI-1290 (third Friday) data collections, particularly with respect to determining grade level placements? 

PI-1290 (the “third Friday” enrollment count) asked only for aggregate grade level placement (how many 10th graders are in your school?) with general direction provided regarding the assignment of locally “ungraded” students to grade levels.  The School Performance Report (SPR) retention collection asked for aggregate grade retention statistics using definitions that were more specific than the PI-1290, especially at the high school level.  It was possible in the past, for example, for a district to count a student as advancing from grade 10 to grade 11 in consecutive year PI-1290 collections, but to count the same student as retained in grade 10 for SPR purposes. 

Because ISES is a student-level collection, it is possible to collect data once and use the data for a variety of mandated reporting purposes, thus eliminating the need for separate collections like the PI-1290 and SPR retention.  Consolidating PI-1290 and SPR retention required a single ISES definition of grade level placement, and the definition in ISES is most closely aligned with the one used for SPR grade retention purposes.  This definition of grade level placement is consistently used for enrollment, retention, and other ISES reporting topics.  

Q3. How are ISES data used for assessment purposes, and particularly for generating test book labels? 

For assessment purposes, student enrollment and demographic information used by DPI to generate pre-ID labels for the Fall 2005 WKCE-CRT will come from information provided by districts to DPI through WSLS and ISES before October 3, 2005.  Districts should maximize their use of pre-ID labels, meaning that labels should be used if the student name (and local ID, if appropriate) are correct, even if there are errors in other data fields that appear on the label.  The student’s correct school, district, and grade level will be captured through the School Header Sheet that his/her test book is returned under.  Demographic errors (gender, disability status, etc.) can be corrected in WSLS/ISES up through the initial submission deadline of November 7, 2005, with limited review and revision possible until November 30, 2005, when DPI will “lock down” the data set that will be used to generate AYP calculations. See ISES dates at the following URL: http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/isesdates.html.  Demographic errors can also be corrected through the online Record Editing System which will be available during specific dates to be determined in late January – early February, 2006.  Changes made in the Record Editing System, however, will not be reflected in ISES.   

Q4.  What do we do if we have classified a student in ISES as a 3rd-8th, or 10th grader but district policy indicates he or she is not a 3rd-8th, or 10th grade student?

In general, if a district is expected to submit a WSLS/ISES record for a student and the student is in a tested grade level, then the student is expected to be assessed.  Test book labels will be generated for all students that districts have assigned by their district in ISES to third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and tenth grades.  In Wisconsin, however, local school boards determine policy about grade level placement, so all students who are, according to district policy, enrolled in grade range 3-8 or 10 should be tested. 

NOTE:

Labels will be generated for all students that districts have assigned in ISES to third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and tenth grades.  However, when the school/district receives testing labels, they should do the following:

1.
If the student according to district policy is a 10th grader and a label is not generated (because in ISES the student was assigned to 9th or 11th grade), the school needs to test the student and bubble in the information on the Student Information Page [inside front cover of the test book].  Note that careful bubbling is required in these instances, because unless the WSN and other key data (e.g. birthdate and gender) entered on the Student Information Page of the test book exactly match data in WSLS, WSNs will not be stored in WSAS student data files.  

2.
If the school/district receives a label for a student (which happens because in ISES the district assigned that student to 10th grade), but district policy says the student is not in fact in 10th grade, this student should not be tested, and the label is destroyed with the unused test book returned to CTB/McGraw-Hill. 

3.
ALL students in grades 3-8 and 10 (tested and not tested) should have a test book with a pre-ID label affixed to the front, or the Student Information Page filled out. These test books should be packed and shipped under the “School Header Sheet” for the school in which they are enrolled; these are the students that count towards the Wisconsin Student Assessment System Adequate Yearly Progress determination for that school.

Students who move into a district from a private school or from out of state after the third Friday enrollment count should be entered into WSLS.  Districts will receive a second shipment of testing labels for these students based upon information entered as of October 31, 2005.  

Please review and follow the ISES criteria for grade level placement at the following URL: http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/datagrade.html .  

Q5. Do I have to test students who participated in WKCE-CRT last year and are still enrolled in the same grade this year?

Yes.  You must administer the WKCE-CRT to ALL students enrolled in the 3-8th and 10th grade in your school no matter how many times that student has participated in the 3-8th and 10th grade WKCE-CRT.  Some students will take the WKCE-CRT at the same grade level more than one year in a row.

Q6. If a label that incorrectly identifies a student as being in a tested grade is destroyed, as directed above, does that student count against a school and district for NCLB participation purposes? 

Students whose pre-ID labels are destroyed due to incorrect grade placement will not count as non-tested for AYP purposes.  This is because the number of returned test books, and not ISES data, is used as the basis for making adequate yearly progress (AYP) calculations.  DPI has information which allows for comparisons of grade-level enrollment data from ISES data to the actual test books that are returned for testing integrity purposes. 
(questions added since 10-7-05)

Q7. If a label is not used and WSNs are bubbled, then should districts give staff a listing of student names and WSN's?   We thought student names and WSNs were never to be printed together?
.

DPI recommends that districts avoid printing student names and WSNs together whenever possible, but it may be necessary to provide access to this information for restricted use by a limited number of locally authorized staff in accordance with district policy.  Districts authorize staff to bubble data on the test books.  Some of these data are more sensitive than other data.   OEA has advised district staff to bubble the confidential/sensitive data after completion of testing. The WSN is listed as one of the confidential/sensitive data elements to be bubbled after testing.  http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/gr6-8tam06.pdf p. 13.

If WSNs and other confidential data aren't included on the test books while students are taking tests, then districts can more easily control who has access to the relevant confidential/sensitive data. In this way, districts can also better control the quality of the data being bubbled.    

In the end, it is up to districts to decide how to do this task most efficiently while still protecting student privacy.  It is necessary for some staff to know which student name goes for which WSN in order to do their jobs. 

Q8. Who should I contact with additional questions about ISES?

For questions about entering ISES data and dates associated with ISES data “lockdowns,” contact the ISES Help Desk at 1-800-507-5744 or *dpistats@dpi.state.wi.us. 

For questions about how ISES data are used for assessment and accountability purposes, contact the Office of  Educational Accountability at (608) 267-1069.

