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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



Statewide Student Information System FAQ

The governor has designated $15 million dollars for the implementation of a statewide student information system (SIS).  While DPI is very excited about the prospect of what a SIS could provide and the savings in time and money that could be realized by districts, DPI would like you to please be mindful that the State budget will not be finalized until July.  That said, DPI has started to explore how a SIS might work for Wisconsin.  DPI is forming an advisory committee comprised of individuals from districts throughout the State.  This committee will assist DPI with the creation of a Request for Information (RFI) to gather information from interested vendors and a Request for Proposal (RFP) to obtain vendor proposals.  Also, DPI will meet with representatives from other states that have successfully implemented a SIS.  Over 10 states have already implemented a SIS or are far into the process of having a SIS implemented.  

1)  What might the SIS project entail?

DPI anticipates a SIS might include information regarding enrollment, withdrawal, attendance, discipline, term grades, scheduling, course requests, typical reporting such as report cards and transcripts, and a parent/student portal.  A SIS might also include features such as IEPs, grade books, and food service.  If a SIS is implemented, most State reporting tasks associated with students may be eliminated, such as ISES count data and year-end files, ISES attendance, ISES discipline, and the coursework completion system.  DPI intends to contact representatives from other states that have implemented a SIS to ask what features they have included in their SIS.

2)  What systems could be integrated with a SIS?

A common, centralized SIS would make it possible to have a technical connection between the SIS and systems such as response to intervention (RtI) tools, benchmark assessments (like MAP), learning management systems (like Moodle), and curriculum mapping systems.  DPI believes that providing such connections would automate integration tasks, and virtually eliminate the need for districts to repeat such integration tasks year after year.  

3)  Are we building or buying the SIS?

While we are exploring all options, DPI, through its preliminary research, has discovered that a vast majority of states that have a SIS have purchased it and did not build their own system.

4)  Will the State manage the system or can districts?

DPI is exploring how a SIS can be provided from a single, hosted data center which would eliminate the need to manage the software in a local district's data center/on a local server.  Information already available from other states using a statewide SIS shows that a primary benefit to having a statewide SIS is the time and effort saved by having centralized system management.  The technical tasks involved with managing one district are not much more than what is involved with managing all districts.  In fact, central management eliminates repeating the same tasks over and over across all districts.  There may need to be options for local districts to continue to manage the application and/or database locally, but that will be fleshed out as we research districts’ needs and the scope of the project.  DPI’s discussions with other states will assist DPI in understanding the options better.

5)  When could we have a SIS available for districts?

It is possible that the first districts using a statewide SIS could be operational by the start of the 2012-2013 school-year.  Based on information received from other states, timelines vary between when the first and last districts deploy a statewide SIS.  DPI anticipates there could be varying timelines for implementation in Wisconsin as well.

6)  Would the SIS include data tools like charts, graphs, and dashboards?

A SIS will not include such data tools, but DPI recently purchased a business intelligence (BI) system that does offer these tools.  DPI will be implementing this BI system for the 2011-2012 school-year for all Wisconsin districts.  The data used in this BI system will be data districts provide to DPI including ISES attendance and discipline, WKCE, WAA, ACCESS-ELL, ACT, and AP test scores, high school graduation and completion, and other data.  DPI anticipates creating secure dashboards for roles like superintendent, principal, and director of curriculum/instruction/assessment.  

If a statewide SIS is implemented, it would be possible to include many more data items not currently reported to DPI.  The technical set-up and maintenance of a SIS could be handled centrally, thus eliminating the need for each district to perform those tasks.  The additional data provided to DPI could be provided in real-time, not only from files uploaded once or twice a year by districts.

7)  What should districts that are looking at acquiring student information systems do now?

Districts must make their own decisions about such systems.  DPI will provide all districts with information about the process and progress of the statewide SIS as the project unfolds.  DPI’s goal is to ensure that districts are able to provide input, and are part of the process to define what is needed, and to find and implement a SIS that works for all districts.  

Please contact Tim Last, tim.last@dpi.wi.gov, (608) 267-2241 if you have questions or comments regarding the information provided in this e-mail.
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