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DPI’s Tessa Michaelson Schmidt named Wisconsin Librarian of the Year 
 

MADISON — Her vision of having every child enter school ready to read has earned Tessa Michaelson Schmidt the 

coveted Wisconsin Librarian of the Year award from the Wisconsin Library Association. 

 Schmidt, youth and special services consultant at the Department of Public Instruction, launched the 

Growing Wisconsin Readers program in 2013. The three-year early literacy project aims to increase awareness of 

the importance of developing language and early literacy knowledge, skills, and attitudes in children from birth 

through kindergarten. Based in Wisconsin public libraries, the initiative provides resources to caregivers — 

parents, grandparents, guardians, and childcare providers — about how to read effectively with babies, toddlers, 

and young children. 

 “The Librarian of the Year award singles out an individual for their dedication, creativity, and leadership in 

the field. Congratulations Tessa. We are extremely proud that your work has been recognized by the library 

community,” said State Superintendent Tony Evers. “The Growing Wisconsin Readers project to encourage reading 

to preschool children in underserved populations provides early learning skills that will be invaluable as these 

youngsters enter and progress through our schools. The end goal, graduation ready for the next steps toward college 

and career, begin with a solid foundation in reading.” 

 In announcing the award, the Wisconsin Library Association acknowledged the alignment of Schmidt’s 

Growing Wisconsin Readers project with the State Superintendent’s Agenda 2017 initiative to have every student 

graduate college and career ready. As part of the project, Schmidt worked to clarify and simplify grant processes. 

This enabled libraries in small communities to receive additional funding to provide appropriate services for early 

literacy activities, such as the “1000 Books Before Kindergarten” program. By identifying opportunities for libraries 

to reach families through health care settings, Schmidt guided librarians to write grants for literacy, partnering with 

the national Reach Out and Read program. 

 “Growing Wisconsin Readers has become a galvanizing effort across hundreds of Wisconsin libraries, 

building a bridge between literacy within the home and school through the library,” Evers said.  
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 The Growing Wisconsin Readers project includes both in person and social media outreach to the library 

community. Schmidt organized state and regional trainings and developed a website, 

http://growingwisconsinreaders.org/, in English, Spanish, and Hmong to provide direct access to resources. 

Additionally she uses Twitter, Google+, Facebook, and her blog site to extend outreach for the program. Funding is 

through the federal Library Services and Technology Act grant awarded to the Wisconsin DPI by the U.S. Institute 

of Museum and Library Services. 

 Schmidt of Madison, also has worked as an elementary teacher and school media specialist. She earned 

both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. The Wisconsin Librarian of 

the Year award will be presented Nov. 6 at the Wisconsin Library Association’s annual conference in Lake Delton. 
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NOTES: Additional information about the Growing Wisconsin Readers program can be found online at 
http://growingwisconsinreaders.org/.  
This news release is available electronically at http://news.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/eis/pdf/dpinr2014_119.pdf.  
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