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Texts can be spoken, written, or visual — listened to, read, or viewed. Although people most commonly
think of written text as texts, a text is any communication — spoken, written, or visual — involving
language. In an increasingly visual and online world, students need to be able to interpret and create
nonlinear texts that combine words, images, and sounds.

Authors select particular text types depending upon their topic, audience, and purpose. Texts are

published in a variety of digital and print sources, e.g., podcasts, Websites, blogs/microblogs,
movies/videos, exhibits, live performances, newspapers, journals, magazines, anthologies, billboards,
and fliers.

Common Core State Standards categorizes student writing by purpose: persuade, explain, and convey
experiences. For each writing purpose, there are types of text that are more relevant to a specific
discipline. The following lists of text types are not inclusive.
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