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Wisconsin’s Refugee School Impact Grant

Notice Inviting Applications for Continuation/
New Grant Awards for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2016
Notice to applicants: The purpose of this grant is to assist refugee children in improving their academic performance and social adjustment to school. The grant will allow LEAs to enhance educational opportunities for newly arrived refugees. The term newly arrived refugees refers to: 

Refugee students who have been in the country less than 3 years at the beginning of the school year and are eligible for services funded by the Refugee School Impact Grant until the end of the school program year. Refugee students over 18 years of age who are full-time high school students and who have been in the country less than 3 years are eligible for services funded by the Refugee School Impact Grant up to the state age limits for high school education.

Invitational PRIORITIES:
· Summer/after school programs

· Parent training

· Training to instructional personnel, tutors, educators, and volunteers 

· Activities coordinated with Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) and Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs)

· Newcomer programs/activities

Range of Awards: Depends on number of students and district needs. Estimated $10,000 - $40,000.
Project Period: August 15, 2015 to August 14, 2016
Application Form: PI-2975 is required. Please go to: http://ell.dpi.wi.gov/ell_refugee to download the application form. 
Deadline for Transmittal of Applications: October 12, 2015
Awarding of Funds: Grant awards will be announced by mid November 2015
Notes: 
· Grant award money shall not be used for a new hire, unless that person directly supports the new programs and/or activities proposed in the grant.  If so, the hiring of new staff shall not exceed more than 20% of the grant proposal total funds.
· Administration costs of the grant should not exceed 2% (administrative costs and indirect costs).

Allowable Activities

Listed below are examples of activities aimed at promoting effective school adjustment and learning among refugee children.

· English language instruction;

· Utilization of school curricula that encourages optimum learning and acquisition of necessary skills;

· After-school tutoring programs focused on helping refugee students understand and complete assignments;

· After-school/summer programs that support remedial work or promote school readiness;

· Parental involvement programs;

· Mentoring programs;

· Interpreter services for parent/teacher meetings and conferences;

· Bilingual/bi-cultural counselors and aides;

· Training staff on refugee culture and use of special teaching materials;

· Utilization of modern technology deemed to speed up English language acquisition and other school-related skills;

· Utilization of special educational materials proven to help children with learning disabilities; and 

· Programs enhancing linguistic and cultural competence in service provision.

Eligible applicants: Eligible applicants for sub-grants from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) include local educational agencies (LEAs) and community-based organizations (CBOs). 

Legislative Authority: The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), within the Department of Health and Human Services, provides funds, through state departments of education, to cover costs to LEAs that are impacted by significant numbers of refugee children. State departments of education may make a case for whatever purpose(s) they deem most appropriate. This program is authorized by section 412(c)(1)(A)(iii) of the Immigration and Naturalization Act [ U.S.C. 15522(b)(5)], Department of Health and Human Services 

(Pub.L. No. 105-177).

For further information contact: 
Candice McCann, Education Specialist, 608-264-9325, candice.mccann@dpi.wi.gov 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Refugee School Impact Grant Program

Content and Learning Team

125 South Webster Street, Madison, WI 53707-7841
PROGRAM NARRATIVE:

Based on the program description above for the Refugee School Impact Grant Program, please describe your activities and how they will provide enhanced opportunities for the Refugee School Impact Grant.
Activities: List the supplemental activity selected (e.g., after-school tutoring). You may choose more than one activity. 

(a) Need for the project.
· Demographic data including number of refugee children to be served and number of languages. Comparison of academic achievement data of refugee children and their English speaking peers as measured by reliable and valid tests or assessment instruments.

· Performance data on English proficiency and literacy skills as measured by reliable and valid tests or assessment instruments.

·  Summary of clearly specified needs including, but not limited to, the following areas: (1) academic achievement; (2) English language development; (3) native language support in content area instruction; (4) capacity building (professional development); and (5) parent training. 

(b)  Quality of project design.

· Goals and expected outcomes that are clearly specified and, to the extent possible, measurable with reliable and valid tests or assessment instruments. 

· The extent to which the proposed project is designed to build capacity/staff development and yield results that extend beyond the period of the grant. 

· The extent to which the proposed project will be collaborated with institutions of higher education, community-based resources, and state and federal resources. 

(c) Timeline: Describe the anticipated timeline of the project or activity.
(d) Quality of project evaluation. 

· Describe the process that is in place for evaluating the effectiveness of the project or activity supported with the Refugee School Impact Grant. 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed, age, national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital status or parental status, sexual orientation, or disability.
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