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 For Immediate Release
MMSD Receives Highest Honor for Homeless Student Program
The Madison School District’s program for students in homeless situations has received the national award for program excellence from the National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY).  This is the highest honor that a school-based program for homeless students can receive and only one such award is given out nationally each year.

The award for Outstanding School-based Educational Program Providing Services to Students in Homeless Situations was presented October 18 to Steve Hartley, the administrator of the Transition Education Program (TEP,) along with several TEP staff members at the NAEHCY annual conference in St. Paul, MN.

The letter announcing the award states, “You are to be commended for your outstanding efforts to provide services to homeless children, youths, and families in your community.”

TEP provides services to students who are homeless and are attending one of the district’s 46 schools as well as numerous alternative programs.  Three elementary schools and one middle school receive additional resources and staffing specifically targeted to assist homeless students because they have more students who are homeless than the other schools.  The TEP program served 575 students in the 2003-04 school year.

The nomination for this award was made by two staff members of the WI Dept. of Public Instruction who work with school programs for homeless students.  In their nomination they wrote, “We consider the MMSD TEP Program a state model for other districts to follow.”

The nomination highlighted that:

· MMSD was the first district in the state to have its Board of Education endorse a Homeless Education Policy and Procedure (Nov. 2002);

· the district works collaboratively with over 20 community agencies to help provide services for homeless families and children;

· special recognition should go to staff members Pat Mooney and Steve Hartley for their work with and for the homeless.

For more information, contact: Ken Syke, 663-1903 or Steve Hartley, 663-1634.
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