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OEA Updates… 

 

Dissemination of Student Reports 
 

Districts will receive Individual Profile Reports (IPRs) 
explaining the Fall 2010 Wisconsin Student Assessment 
System (WSAS) test results by February 18, 2011. Please 
send the students’ IPRs to parents as soon as possible. The 
IPRs should not be held until the WSAS press release. The 
WSAS press release embargo pertains only to schools and 
districts sharing summary test results with the public. Please 
do not share any summary data publicly prior to April 6. 
 
Many districts include a letter with the student report when it is 
sent home. Listed below are a few key points about the IPR 
report, test results, and the WSAS. 
 
1. The interpretive information for the IPR is printed on the 

back of the report. 

2. The 2010-11 Administrator’s Interpretive Guide is 
available on the web at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/publications.html. 

3. Performance level score ranges are the same as they 
have been in prior years and are based on input from 
Wisconsin educators, business people, and parents. 

4. Standard Performance Indices (SPIs) are provided to give 
an estimate of student performance within a subject area. 

5. A state percentile is provided to determine how a student 
did relative to other test takers in the state. A lower 
percentile might still indicate proficiency if the majority of 
the students at that grade level are proficient. For more 
information go to http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/assessrslt.pdf. 

6. The IPR shows if any testing accommodations were 
provided to the student during testing.   

 

School District Performance Report Update 
 

The School District Performance Report (SDPR) has moved to 
a new URL address: https://uaapps.dpi.wi.gov/sdpr/spr.action.   
 
The SDPR serves as part of each district’s annual public 
school report card required under Wis. Stat. sec. 115.38.  

District and School data on achievement test results, as well 
as attendance, graduation, ACT, and other topics are reported 
along-side others in the same athletic conference.  
          
 

 

OEA Calendar… 
 

Important Dates  
 

2011 

February 11 ACCESS for ELLs® testing window closes 

February 18 
Individual Performance Reports (IPRs) 
shipped to districts 

February 22 
All ACCESS materials must be received at 
MetriTech  

February 28 

Schools with no tested grades (SWINT) 
receive AYP form: Alternate Determination 
of Adequate Yearly Progress for completion 
(also applies to schools with fewer than 10 
Full Academic Year students enrolled) 

March 5 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) Assessment window 
closes 

March 11 
WSAS Phase II and Phase III Test Results 
available online  

March 22 - 31 
District online ACCESS demographic data 
correction 

March 29 WSAS Optional Products order deadline 

April 6 WSAS Press Release  

April 8 
Alternate Determination of Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) forms due for schools with 
fewer than 10 tested students (SWINT) 

April 19 - 21 ACCESS reports shipped to districts 

April 21 - May 20 ACCESS district data correction window 

May 23 

Schools and districts identified for 
improvement or missing AYP are notified of 
preliminary AYP determinations.  AYP 
results are embargoed until June 7 

 
The SDPR can be located from the DPI’s WI Information 
Network for Successful Schools: WINSS home link 
(https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/sdpr/spr.action) in the Left-hand 
navigation bar under Data: Performance Report Cards, as well 
as from the DPI home page under the Data tab:  School 
Performance Report (http://dpi.wi.gov/spr/index.html.) 
 
 

http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/publications.html
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/assessrslt.pdf
https://uaapps.dpi.wi.gov/sdpr/spr.action
https://apps2.dpi.wi.gov/sdpr/spr.action
http://dpi.wi.gov/spr/index.html
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ACCESS for ELLs® Update  
 

The ACCESS for ELLs® test window closes on February 11. 
Districts need to return all test materials to MetriTech by 
February 22.  
 
To ensure accurate data for all English language learners 
(ELLs) enrolled in your district at the time of testing, please 
verify the following critical elements: 
  

 Only one book or record per student – for students who 
move in/out of your district refer to: 

http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/faqell.html#mobil.   

 If the pre-ID label contained incorrect demographic 
information, the label should be discarded and the correct 
information bubbled in on the test booklet.  

 If applicable, complete: Do Not Score This Section for 
This Student. 

 All fields of the School Use Only sections should be 
completed as appropriate, based on the code descriptions 
in the District and School ACCESS for ELLs® Form 202 
Test Administration Manual. 

 
Districts will have an opportunity to review and update student 
demographic information during the online WIDA ACCESS for 
ELLs® Data Validation window, scheduled for March 22-31.  
By mid-March MetriTech will provide District Assessment 
Coordinators (DACs) with a secure login ID and password to 
access the online student records. Additional training materials 
will be available on the Office of Educational Accountability 
(OEA) website by March 15. 
 

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs™ Update 
 

An assessment for English language learners (ELLs) with 
significant cognitive disabilities is currently being developed  
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, on behalf of the  
World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) 
Consortium. The new assessment should be available in  
Fall 2011. Funded by an Enhanced Assessment Grant from 
the U.S. Dept. of Education, this new measure, the Alternate 
ACCESS for ELLs™, is designed to: 
 

 be a valid, reliable, and equitable tool to assess the 
English language proficiency (ELP) growth of ELLs with 
significant cognitive disabilities; 

 meet the accountability requirements of ESEA, as 
reauthorized in 2001, and IDEA; 

 

 provide a performance-based alternate assessment for 
students in grades K-12 who are not able to participate 
meaningfully in the ACCESS for ELLs®, even with the use 
of accommodations; 

 provide guidance to individualized education program 
(IEP) teams for developing appropriate ELP IEP goals and 
objectives; and, 

 develop professional development activities related to 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs™ administration, scoring, and 
interpretation. 

 
We would like to thank Wisconsin school districts that 
participated in field testing the performance-based  
assessment items. For additional information refer to: 

http://alternateaccess.wceruw.org/index.aspx. 

 

Communication of Testing Information to Staff  
 

The District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) is the Office of 
Educational Accountability’s (OEA) single point of contact for 
each district. In many districts, the DAC may also have a wide 
range of other responsibilities outside of assessment. We try to 
streamline communication through emails, this newsletter, and 
the “DAC Corner” on our web page. Through these avenues,  

we provide brief overviews of topics that may be timely within 
your district, so that you may copy and distribute information 
with a minimum of additional effort on your part. We invite you 
to send us requests for topics you would like us to address 
through this newsletter or through other brief documents. 
Please contact OEA at oeamail@dpi.wi.gov with any 
suggestions. We would like to provide districts with useful tools 
to communicate appropriate testing procedures, respond to 
questions raised about assessment, and help schools 
understand and communicate test results. 
 

      The SMARTER Assessment 
System Webpage 

Wisconsin is a governing state within the 30-
state SMARTER Balanced Assessment 

Consortium (SBAC), an innovative assessment 
system that will be aligned to the Common Core 
State Standards. For information about SBAC 

visit http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/sbac.html. 

http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/faqell.html#mobil
http://alternateaccess.wceruw.org/index.aspx
mailto:oeamail@dpi.wi.gov
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/sbac.html
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Just released: NAEP 2009 Science Results 
 

Science scores for Wisconsin students exceeded the 
national average on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) science assessment, 
administered between January and March of 2009. The 
NAEP science assessments were given to a sample of 
Wisconsin public school students. The assessments were 
based on a new science framework, thus NAEP is not 
making comparisons to previous science assessment 
results. Both the fourth- and eighth-grade assessments 
included multiple-choice questions and questions that 
required students to compose a written answer. In state-
by-state comparisons, Wisconsin’s results at fourth grade 
were higher than those in 27 states, not significantly 
different from those in 12 states, and lower than seven 
states. At eighth grade, Wisconsin’s results were higher 
than 27 states, not significantly different than 14 states, 
and lower than five states. For more information about 
these results or the NAEP program, please visit 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We hope you find this newsletter and its 
contents beneficial. As the Office of 
Educational Accountability works to 

improve and refine this communication 
tool, we would appreciate feedback 

and/or suggestions on the layout and 
content. Please contact OEA at: 

Hoeamail@dpi.wi.govH. 
 

 
 

Graduation Webpage -   

Improving High School Graduation: 
Every Child A Graduate  

 

The resources provided on these webpages are 
intended to assist school communities working 

toward the goal of all students graduating from high 
school ready to succeed in college and careers. 

The graduation webpage is available at 

http://dpi.wi.gov/graduation/index.html.  

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
mailto:oeamail@dpi.wi.gov
http://dpi.wi.gov/graduation/index.html
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 “Why doesn’t my student sub-group data (such  
  as gender, ethnicity/race, economic status, etc.)  
  include all of the students enrolled?” 
 

The Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) reporting is based primarily on students 
enrolled for a full academic year (FAY). Students who are new to a school or district are included 
in some results, but are not included in sub-group (disaggregated) results. There are two main 

reasons that we report results this way. First and foremost, the No Child Left Behind Act (Title I section 1111(3)(B)(ix)) requires 
reporting by FAY. Secondly, districts and schools are held accountable and can make fair comparisons based on students that they 
have had an ample opportunity to teach. To be included in disaggregated data in Wisconsin, a student must be enrolled in a single 

school or district for over nine months. For more information about FAY see: http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/isescalc.html#months_in_school.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAQ…Test Results 
 

Q. How do I get access to the online reports on the Online Reporting System (ORS) website?  
Usernames and passwords for the Online Reporting System can be obtained from the Office of Educational Accountability 
(OEA) by contacting Phil Cranley at (608) 266-9798 or Palmer Bell at (608) 267-1072.  
 

Q. What if we did not receive a report for a student? 
All students in grades 3-8 and 10, including those not tested, should get an Individual Profile Report. If you did not receive a 
report for one or more of your students, it may be because a test book was not submitted and processed for that student. If you 
believe that a test book was submitted, you should contact OEA at (608) 267-1072. 
 

Q. Where can I get information that helps me understand Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) reports?  
Within the Online Reporting System, each report has a section (located on the far left-hand side of 
the screen) entitled Report Details. In this section, users can access a Report Purpose describing 
the intent of the report as well as a Report Legend explaining any terminology and statistics used. 
Some ORS reports have a blue "More Info" link in the upper right-hand corner of the screen. WSAS 
reports are also explained in the Administrator's Interpretive Guide, which can be accessed at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/publications.html.  

   
 
 
 

From the 

OEA 

 
Mail Room 

http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/isescalc.html#months_in_school
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/oea/publications.html


 

W I S C O N S I N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
O F F I C E  O F  E D U C A T I O N A L  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  

Newsletter - Issue XVII, February 2011 

Page 5 

 
 

Building Assessment Literacy… 
Data Retreats with  

Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE)  

Online Reports 
 

The WKCE Item Analysis Reports are available in the secure Online Reporting Site (ORS) to school districts by mid March. District 
Assessment Coordinators (DACs) have access to this site via a password mailed to them from CTB/McGraw-Hill. Districts 
sometimes plan professional development opportunities using these reports, often called “data retreats.” Data retreats may be 
conducted during the spring and summer following reporting. At that time, it is permissible to review actual test items to aid in 
understanding information on item analysis reports, providing appropriate security is followed, and test books are not removed from 
the secured location. Once the new school year begins in the fall, it is not appropriate to have teachers review actual test items from 
the previous year’s tests, as certain test items are re-used from previous years and may appear on the fall test. When using item 
analysis reports, districts are reminded to focus on the standards being assessed rather than on each specific test item, and to use 
that information together with other formative data available in the district to assist with curriculum planning.  
 
The WKCE Item Analysis Summary by Standard Report is available at each grade level for the entire state, for school districts, and 
for individual schools. This report shows student performance by Wisconsin content standard as indicated by raw score points 
earned on WKCE test items covering that content standard. Average points earned by student groups may be compared to 
maximum possible points to reach conclusions about the relative difficulty of items on that year's test for students in these groups. 
Differences in average points earned on related test items across groups may suggest the need to adjust curriculum to meet the 
needs of all students in every group. A small difference between "Points Possible" and "Average Points of Students Tested" 
suggests that students found the items relatively easy; a large difference suggests that the students found the items relatively 
difficult. This report also provides information on your school’s performance on a certain standard in comparison with your district as 
well as the entire state.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OEA Contact Information… 
Lynette Russell, Director 

Hlynette.russell@dpi.wi.gov 
Phil Olsen, Assistant Director 

Hphilip.olsen@dpi.wi.gov 

Kristen Burton, WAA-SwD/ ELL 
Hkristen.burton@dpi.wi.gov 

Angela Dugas, NAEP 
Hangela.dugas@dpi.wi.gov 

 Amy Marsman, Standards Consultant 
Hamy.marsman@dpi.wi.gov H  

Grant Sim, Standards Consultant 
Hgrant.sim@dpi.wi.gov 

Phil Cranley, Statistics  
Hphilip.cranley@dpi.wi.gov 

Erin Faasuamalie, WAA-SwD/ ELL 
Herin.faasuamalie@dpi.wi.gov 

Justin Meyer, Statistics 
Hjustin.meyer@dpi.wi.gov 

Viji Somasundaram, WKCE  
Hvisalakshi.somasundaram@dpi.wi.gov 

Duane Dorn, Standards Consultant 
Hduane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov 

Renae Fjeld Accardo, WAA-SwD/ ELL 
Hrenae.fjeldaccardo@dpi.wi.gov 

Alison O’Hara, Statistics  
Halison.colby@dpi.wi.gov 

Nick Stroud, Statistics  
Hnicholas.stroud@dpi.wi.gov 

 
Susan Ketchum, Accountability/ AYP 
Hsusan.ketchum@dpi.wi.gov 

Laura Pinsonneault, Data/ LDS 
Hlaura.pinsonneault@dpi.wi.gov 

Jennifer Teasdale, Publishing/ Website  
Hjennifer.teasdale@dpi.wi.gov 

 

Tony Evers, State Superintendent 
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, creed, age, 

national origin, ancestry, pregnancy, marital status or parental status, sexual orientation, or disability. 

mailto:Lynette.russell@dpi.state.wi.us
mailto:philip.olsen@dpi.state.wi.us
mailto:kristen.burton@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:angela.dugas@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:amy.marsman@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:grant.sim@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:philip.cranley@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:erin.faasuamalie@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:justin.meyer@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:visalakshi.somasundaram@dpi.state.wi.us
mailto:duane.dorn@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:renae.fjeldaccardo@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:alison.colby@dpi.state.wi.us
mailto:nicholas.stroud@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:Susan.ketchum@dpi.state.wi.us
mailto:laura.pinsonneault@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:Jennifer.teasdale@dpi.state.wi.us

