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September 24, 2007
School Meal Service to Homeless Students at Private Schools 

State Directors

Child Nutrition Programs

This is in response to questions we received from the Minnesota Department of Education and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction on whether private schools may serve free meals to homeless students using documentation provided by a public school homeless liaison or the State Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youth.  The issue arose after recent flooding in sections of each of these states that were later designated disaster areas.  

A January 2002 amendment to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act required each school district to designate a local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youths, and to accept documentation from this liaison as support for free meal benefits.  The McKinney-Vento Act covers only public schools.  Therefore, under this Act, public school liaisons are not required to service private schools.  This does not mean, however, that public school liaisons or the State Coordinator for Education of Homeless Children and Youth may not share documentation with private schools if they choose to, or that private schools may not use shared documentation to support serving free meals to homeless and/or runaway youths.  Private schools may also use documentation obtained from shelter directors for this purpose.  Documentation to substantiate free meal eligibility is defined in Policy Memoranda #02-21 and #04-33.  

While there is no policy requiring private schools to establish a homeless and/or runaway liaison, they are encouraged to do so (for example the school principal), for school meal programs purposes.

This supersedes question number 2 (but not question number 1) in the FY 2002 third quarter Q&A issued by our office on October 1, 2002.  If you have any questions, please contact our office.
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For
ELVIRA JARKA

Regional Director

Special Nutrition Programs

77 W. Jackson Blvd., 20th Floor  (  Chicago, IL  60604-3591
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