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Date:
March 30, 2015
To:
Authorized Representatives and Food Service Directors of School Food Authorities (SFAs) Participating in the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs
From:
Jessica Sharkus, RDN, CD

Director-School Nutrition Team

Subject:
School Nutrition Team Updates
As the school year starts to wind down, we want to thank you for all of your hard work as it has made a difference in the lives of many Wisconsin children! We have been to many of your schools and seen all the hard work you have put into your programs. The School Nutrition Programs are very involved, and we are here to help! Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions, concerns, or if you need a little technical assistance with something. We look forward to seeing you over the summer at one of our trainings or at a conference. Below you will find some valuable information and updates. 

USDA Request for Information 

USDA released a Request for Information (RFI) to learn about the functionality of State and SFA National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) data management information systems titled Software Vendors of State and Local Management Information Systems (MIS) and Other Technology Solutions for the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs on February 25, 2015. The objectives of the request are to:
1. Obtain background data to inform later research on State and SFA NSLP/SBP data management information systems.
2. Describe the functionality and capabilities of systems currently in use by State agencies and SFAs, or available to States and SFAs for purchase.

3. Describe the typical costs of system development, installation, maintenance, and upgrades.

4. Indentify which States and SFAs are using particular systems.

Comments are due to USDA on April 27, 2015. For more information, the complete RFI can be found at http://www.fns.usda.gov/request-information-software-vendors-state-and-local-management-information-systems-mis-and-other, which also details how comments can be submitted.
Paid Lunch Equity Tool
The USDA Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool and step-by-step instructions for school year (SY) 2015-16 have been posted to our website at http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/fns_cnrsnp#cnrsnplp. In addition, if you are considering an exemption to the PLE requirements, USDA has extended the availability of an exemption to the PLE requirement for certain SFAs in strong financial standing through SY 2016-17. The exemption form for SY 2015-16 will be available soon on our website at http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/fns_online, under “School Programs” and “Paid Lunch Price Reporting”. 
School Breakfast Program and Summer Food Service Program Outreach
School Breakfast Program 

On June 15, 2011, the USDA issued memo SP 40-2011: Outreach to Households on the Availability of the School Breakfast Program, outlining new federal requirements for conducting outreach in the SBP, established by the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) of 2010.  
This is a reminder that schools participating in the SBP must inform families of the availability of breakfasts.  Notification of the availability of breakfast must be relayed just prior to, or at the beginning of, the school year via information packets, and must accompany the free and reduced price meal applications sent to each household for the new school year.  In addition, schools should send reminders regarding the availability of the SBP multiple times throughout the school year.  Acceptable outreach activities include announcements on the public address system and/or distributing printed or electronic materials to families and school children.

Additional information on outreach and expansion activities may be found in the marketing section of Expanding Your School Breakfast Program, the SBP Toolkit found at http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Breakfast/expansion/marketing.htm. Other helpful materials are available on the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) website at http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/fns_market3. For questions regarding any of this information or for additional information on the SBP, please contact Tracy Pierick at tracy.pierick@dpi.wi.gov or 608-266-7112.
Summer Food Service Program

HHFKA also establishes requirements for conducting outreach to households on the availability of Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) meals. This provision requires schools to conduct outreach on the availability of the SFSP before the end of the school year. 
SFAs need to cooperate with SFSP service institutions to inform eligible families of the availability and location of free meals for students when the regular school year ends. Acceptable activities may include developing or disseminating printed or electronic materials to families of school children prior to the end of the school year, which provide information on the availability and location of SFSP meals. 
Training Opportunities

School Nutrition Skills Development Courses (SNSDC) 

We are gearing up to provide our summer SNSDC classes. Registration, locations and courses will soon be on our website at http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/fns_snt_training. We encourage you to attend these informational sessions. 

Small Victories 
There will be a “Small Victories tour” this spring. A flyer will be mailed out announcing topics, dates, and locations. For more information on Small Victories, please visit our training webpage at http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/fns_smallvic. 

Legislative Update
Senate Bill (SB) 34 and Assembly Bill (AB) 37 were introduced in February 2015. These bills would require at least one person per SFA to hold certificates (ServSafe certification is acceptable) of food protection practices in order to operate certain school lunchrooms participating in the NSLP. The bills proposed the following language: “Section 1. 254.71 (1m) of the statutes is created to read: 254.71 (1m) No person may conduct, maintain, manage, or operate a school lunchroom that is in a school that is participating in the national school lunch program under 42 USC 1751 to 1769j for which food service is directly provided by the school unless the operator or manager of the lunchroom, or his or her designee, is a certificate holder.” 
Farm to School 

USDA released the second Farm to School Census this year. We strongly encourage food service directors to respond to this survey on behalf of your SFA. The census will provide updated information about how many SFAs are purchasing locally produced food for school meal programs or conducting other farm to school activities such as bringing students to farms and farmers into classrooms, teaching students how to cook locally grown food, and cultivating edible school gardens. The link to the Farm to School Census is https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2015F2SCensus.
Online Contracts

SFAs may start entering online contracts for the SY 2015-16 starting on May 18, 2015. We strongly encourage you to get these contracts updated in a timely fashion so that our team can get them approved prior to the start of the school year. 

Administrative Reviews

This school year, we have contracted with CN Resource to assist us in completing the USDA required Administrative Reviews. If a member of CN Resource conducted your review, we are interested in hearing how this review went. Please forward any comments to Jessica Sharkus, School Nutrition Team (SNT) Director at jessica.sharkus@dpi.wi.gov. 

Wisconsin (WI) Team Nutrition

WI Team Nutrition has been working hard to spread the word on the Smarter Lunchroom Initiative. The Smarter Lunchroom Initiative seeks to:

· Nudge students to unknowingly make smarter and healthier choices in the lunchroom. 

· Increase sales by implementing innovative strategies that encourage student consumption of healthier foods. 

· Implement low-cost/no-cost strategies that focus on changing the school lunchroom environment. 

· Keep a variety of food choices without completely eliminating unhealthy food choices from the menu or only raising prices of less healthy food. 

Schools across Wisconsin have already created Smarter Lunchrooms with amazing results. Visit our Smarter Lunchrooms webpage at http://ne.dpi.wi.gov/ne_smarterlunchroom to see what you can do.

School Nutrition Accountability Software (SNACS)

If you aren’t able to make the School Nutrition Association-Wisconsin (SNA-WI) spring conference, we would like to provide you with some information about SNACS. The DPI SNT understands the obstacles that schools face to properly administer the Child Nutrition Programs, and we will soon be piloting our technology solution, called SNACS, which is designed to help schools and districts across the state better manage their school nutrition programs. We will be starting with a small group of pilot of schools for the SY 2015-16 and will be phasing in the system after that.

SNACS will be especially useful for schools that currently utilize a system with low or no automation, as well as schools that struggle to maintain compliance with USDA regulations. SNACS will also provide an integration platform for SFAs who already have some or complete automation to share information for program monitoring and Administrative Reviews. Lastly, it will also allow for more effective communication between DPI and SFAs related to the administrative aspects of the school nutrition programs. In the future, all schools and districts in Wisconsin will be required to utilize various aspects of SNACS for this Administrative Review process. 

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

We have had a successful first year with CEP with 75 SFAs; translating into 352 schools participating. CEP offers an alternative to household applications for free and reduced price meals for SFAs and schools in high poverty areas. All students in CEP schools receive breakfast and lunch free of charge.  To qualify you must have an Identified Student Percentage of 40% or greater.  The lists of all SFAs that are eligible or near eligible district wide or at the school level for SY 2015-16 will be posted on our website by May 1 and can be found at http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/fns_cep, along with additional information and resources on CEP.

Food Service Equipment Grants
The SNT staff is currently in the process of determining which schools are receiving the 2014 USDA Equipment Grant awards. We anticipate SFAs that applied for the grant to be notified in May.

USDA has distributed additional funding for a Fiscal Year 2015 NSLP Equipment Grant. Wisconsin was given an additional $344,043. SFAs will be receiving a mailing pertaining to this next round of food service equipment grants shortly.
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