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Wisconsin School Day Milk Program (WSDMP)  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1)  How do schools participate in the WSDMP? 

All School Food Authorities (SFAs) that participate in the National School Lunch or School 

Breakfast Programs are eligible to participate in the WSDMP. Only grades PreK – Grade 5 can 

operate the WSDMP and receive reimbursement for the milk served to free and reduced students in 

those grades. If a school wishes to participate in the WSDMP, they must complete a form found at 

this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/files/forms/doc/pod1464.doc and submit it to the School Nutrition Team 

for approval. Fax: 608-267-0363 

 

In addition, you will need to indicate on your online contract which sites are participating in the 

program. Instructions for making changes to the online school nutrition contract can be found at this 

link:  http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/contract-manual.pdf.  

 

2)  Which students qualify for reimbursable milks under the WSDMP? 

Only the milks served to students in grades PreK – Grade 5 who qualify for free or reduced priced 

meals as a part of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) can be claimed for reimbursement. It 

is a local decision as to what is considered PreK. (Note: This is different from the federal Special 

Milk Program in which only the students who qualify for free meals can be claimed for free milk. If 

your SFA operates both programs please ensure this differentiation is made when compiling counts 

for the claims. It is also important to remember that any milk claimed under SMP cannot be claimed 

under WSDMP). 

 

3)  Can we choose what grades and schools participate in the program? 

Students in PreK – Grade 5 are eligible to be claimed. It is local discretion as to the grades and 

schools that participate in the program. For example, a district may choose based on class 

scheduling to only offer the program to students in grades PreK – Grade 3. A district may also 

choose to offer the program to students in PreK – Grade 5 in School A and to students in PreK – 

Grade 3 in School B. 

 

However, a district cannot allow for only some classrooms within a grade from a specific building 

to participate. All classrooms within a participating grade in a specific school must participate in the 

program.  

 

4)  How many milks can be claimed per student? 

Only one half pint of milk (8 fluid ounces) can be claimed per student per day, and it cannot be milk 

that was served during the service of breakfast or lunch.  

 

5)  What type of milk can be served and claimed in the WSDMP? 

Wisconsin-produced whole milk, 2% milk, 1.5% milk, one percent milk, 0.5% milk, skim milk or 

chocolate milk can be served in the WSDMP. Lower-fat percentages are encouraged. 

 

6)  When is it acceptable to substitute juice for milk under the WSDMP? 

Juice can only be served and claimed under the WSDMP when it is used as a milk substitute for a 

student with a documented milk allergy or intolerance. Written documentation should be on file that 
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the individual student is allergic to milk or has a metabolic disorder or other condition that prohibits 

the consumption of milk. The acceptable portion size for the juice substitute is 8 fluid ounces. 

Please note, DPI SNT approved milk substitutes, such as an approved soy milk beverage, are not 

allowed to be claimed in the WSDMP due to the differences in the Wisconsin State Statute from 

federal child nutrition program regulations. 

 
7)  What is the reimbursement rate for the milk claimed under the WSDMP? 

The reimbursement that schools receive for the milk claimed under the WSDMP varies from 

year to year and is dependent on the state funding available and the state wide participation rate in 

the program each year. The average rate at which SFAs are reimbursed for the WSDMP milk 

claimed in the 2015-2016 school year is about 45%. 

 

8)  Because we do not receive full reimbursement for the milks served to students who are free or 

reduced, can we charge them to cover the remaining cost of the milk? 
No. Students who qualify for free milks under the WSDMP cannot be charged a fee for milk 

that is claimed for reimbursement. Therefore, the school has to ensure that they have sufficient 

funds to cover the cost difference. As free and reduced students are participants in the WSDMP, the 

cost differential between the cost of milk and the state reimbursement may be absorbed by the non-

profit food service account (Fund 50 in public schools). Please note, the cost of milk served to 

students of paid status (those that cannot be claimed in the WSDMP) may not be absorbed by the 

non-profit food service account (Fund 50 in public schools). Please see question 9 below for 

additional information.  

 

9)  How much should we charge the students who do not qualify for free or reduced priced meals 

and therefore are not claimed for free milks under the WSDMP? 
You will need to set the milk charge at a rate that covers the dairy cost and any administrative costs 

for running the program. For example, if the dairy cost for your school is $0.25 per half pint and 

administrative/supply costs to operate the WSDMP are $0.02 per half pint, the cost to children for 

milk should be approximately $0.27.  

 

Districts can choose to offer milk free of charge to those students of paid status. However, as these 

students are not included in the WSDMP claim for reimbursement, they are not considered 

participants of the WSDMP and therefore, the cost of their milks cannot be absorbed by the non-

profit school food service account (Fund 50 in public districts). The cost of these milks must be 

covered by an outside fund, such as a general fund (Fund 10).  

 
10)  How do we determine the “Cost per half pint of milk” that is needed for the annual claim? 

When determining the “Cost per half pint of milk” for each month that milk is served for the 

WSDMP, the SFA should use the following formula: 
 

Total dollar amount spent on milk that month ÷ Total number of milks purchased that month 

= Average cost per half pint 
 

When the WSDMP claim is submitted at the end of the year, the monthly averages would then be 

averaged to determine the “Cost per half pint of milk” for the entire year. 

 

11) What documentation needs to be maintained to support the annual claim? 
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In order to maintain an accurate counting and claiming system, each classroom that serves milk for 

the WSDMP must document daily which students received a half pint of milk and  the count must 

be taken at the time the milk is served to the student. We have a prototype form that can be used 

for weekly milk counts in the classroom: http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-

nutrition/doc/wsdmp_pr.doc. It is important that the person completing a checklist records which 

students took a milk. Attendance or absentee records cannot be used to determine the daily milk 

count. A “back-out system” where the students who did not take a milk are recorded and all other 

students are claimed, is also not an acceptable counting and claiming system. 

 

12) Does the milk served need to come from Wisconsin? 

 Yes, milk served in the WSDMP must be Wisconsin-produced which means that all or part of the 

raw milk used by the milk processor was produced in the state of Wisconsin. Milk procurement 

documentation should include language requesting Wisconsin-produced milk. 

 

13) How is the claim for reimbursement submitted? 

The WSDMP claim is submitted annually and must be submitted by August 31
 
(for prior fiscal 

year, July 1 – June 30). You can submit your claim online through the online services webpage. 

Instructions for submitting the claim can be found at this link: 

http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/school-nutrition/pdf/wsdmp_claim_manual1.pdf. Please 

note, the reimbursement payment is typically distributed between February – April of the following 

school year. 
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