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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #707, November 3, 2017
PI-401 TAX LEVY REPORT DUE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7th:  The PI-401 Tax Levies Report can be accessed at the “School Finance Reporting Portal”. Your school board has determined its levy and your school district clerk is required to certify the levy on or before November 10.  Please submit your PI-401 on or before Tuesday, November 7, 2017.  
The 2017-18 Tax Levies Report can be found by going to:

1.
SFS Home (http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs)

2.
» SFS Reporting Portals (https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview)

3.
» Select “Log In to View or Submit Data”

4.
» Choose the name of the school district

5.
» Select Financial Data Home

6.         » Select Tax Levies (PI-401)
ENERGY EFFIENCY EXEMPTION TO THE REVENUE LIMIT:  Per 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 school boards are prohibited from considering a resolution to utilize the Energy Efficiency Exemption to the revenue limit after December 31, 2017, until after December 3018. School District officials and Board members should be aware that resolutions passed after October 1, 2017 and before January 1, 2018 are subject to interpretation of the new law.
Furthermore, districts are reminded to consider the requirements of Wisconsin Statute §121.91(4)(o) regarding the use of this exemption. 
Exemptions are limited to:
1. Costs for project(s) to implement energy efficiency measures or to purchase energy efficiency products, including the payment of debt service on a bond or note issued, or a state trust fund loan obtained, to finance the project;
2. Projects resulting in the avoidance of, or reduction in, energy costs or operational costs; 
3. Project(s) governed by a performance contract entered into under s. 66.0133;
4. The bond or note issued or state trust fund loan obtained to finance the project is issued for a term not exceeding 20 years. 
A School Board must enter into a performance contract before passing a resolution. The contract should provide the information necessary to complete a resolution. Administrative Rule PI-15 provides a sample resolution containing the information considered by the Board before entering into the performance contract. A sample data reporting table is found at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/limits/exemptions/overview. 
Under current law resolutions may not be passed after December 31, 2017. This includes changes to any existing resolutions. Districts considering one year project operating exemptions in FY19 and beyond should consider the potential consequences of the inability to change the resolution after December 31, 2017.  We are seeking interpretation of the law related to resolutions for debt service and will share any new information and/or interpretation when available.
Resolutions are to be submitted to the department within two weeks of passage by going to the SAFR Reporting Portal at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/reporting/safr/overview and log into your district account.  Go to “Financial Data Home” and select “Energy Efficiency Resolution Reporting”.  At the top of the page select “Add a new Referendum or Energy Efficiency Resolution”. Please contact Roger.Kordus@dpi.wi.gov with questions.
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AUDIT FINDING:  An audit finding in the 2016-2017 audit process, normally requires editing of the PI-1547/PI-1547SS data.  These report modifications need to be completed on or before Wednesday, December 6, 2017 if the Local Education Agency (LEA) wishes to have an accurate Pupil Transportation Aid payment in January of 2017.  To complete an edit, email Bruce Anderson (Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov or dpifin@dpi.wi.gov) to request that the portal be opened.
Each audit finding will still be reviewed in the spring of 2018 to address the identified cause.  The pupil transportation aid is appropriated by the legislature and it is required that all of the appropriation be distributed between the qualifying LEAs.  If any final adjustments in pupil transportation aid are required it will be done prior to the second payment in June of 2018.  Please be advised that if the January Pupil Transportation Aid payment was in error due to an audit finding, the LEA may need to refund to DPI the excess aid payment before the June payments can be determined. 
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION AID CHANGES:   Changes in the law per 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 impact the FY18 Pupil Transportation Aid payments. Eligibly is based on 2016-2017 school year data reported in the PI-1547 and the PI-1547SS. Many school districts will see a notable change in the amount of Pupil Transportation Aid they will receive.   To find additional information go to our Pupil Transportation Aid https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/categorical/pupil-transportation-aid webpage and review the “Reimbursement Rate” section. Contact Bruce.Anderson@dpi.wi.gov  with questions.   

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[October 27:  2017-18 State Tuition Claim Due Based on 2016-17 costs] 

[November 7: PI-401 Tax Levy Fall 2017 Report Due] 

[December 1: 2017-18 Budget Reports PI-1504 and PI-1504 Special Education Due] 

UPCOMING WASBO [https://www.wasbo.com] and WASDA [http://www.wasda.org] WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES:

[October 30-31:  WASBO Midwest Facility Masters Conference, Wisconsin Dells]

[November 15:  WASBO CSRM, Administering School Risks, Pewaukee]

[November 16:  WASBO CSRM Continuing Education Credit, Workers' Compensation, Pewaukee]

[December 5:  WASBO Winter at a Glance, Middleton]

[December 6-7:  WASBO & WASPA School Personnel Academy, Middleton] 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Gene Fornecker, Auditor: 608-267-7882 


eugene.fornecker@dpi.wi.gov]

[Brian Kahl, Auditor: 
608-266-3862



brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov]

[Terry Casper, Accountant: 608-267-9218


terry.casper@dpi.wi.gov]


[Patricia Atkinson, Accountant: 608-267-9205

patricia.atkinson@dpi.wi.gov]
[Bruce Anderson, Consultant: 608-267-9707 

bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Derek Sliter, Consultant: 608-266-3464


derek.sliter@dpi.wi.gov]

[Roger Kordus, Consultant: 608-267-3752


roger.kordus@dpi.wi.gov] 

[Roselynn Bittorf, Consultant: 608-267-9212

Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov]
[Carey Bradley, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  

carey.bradley@dpi.wi.gov]


[Bob Soldner, Director: 608-266-6968   


robert.soldner@dpi.wi.gov]

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: 

To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/subscribe 

To unsubscribe: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/communications/listserves/unsubscribe 

PREVIOUS SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #706, October 30, 2017
HIGH COST SPECIAL EDUCATION AID CLAIM, Due December 1st:
This program provides additional special education aid to Wisconsin school districts, independent (2r) charter schools, CESAs or CCDEBs.  An LEA providing F.A.P.E is eligible for aid when a student with disabilities has actual, additional, non-administrative costs of special education and related services in excess of $30,000, after certain reimbursements are excluded. NEW: 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 (signed into law on September 21, 2017) modifies the law such that school districts will qualify for reimbursement of 90 percent (rather than 70 percent) of eligible prior year costs above the high-cost aid threshold (~$30,000 for an individual child), Updated information is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost. Claims are submitted through the Special Education team's web portal. Information is available at https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost.

PI-1505-SE SPECIAL EDUCATION REPORT REVIEW: This report has been reopened for edits and late changes through Friday, November 10th. Please login to the report to verify that your grant payments reconcile between LEAs. Please confirm that your GPI and GPO match the corresponding LEAs amount. If you received an email October 10th and have not yet made changes, not is the time to do so. The report is found at: https://apps4.dpi.wi.gov/SFSjspr/sfsPublicAccess/pubWelcome.aspx 
Contact Roselynn Bittorf at Roselynn.Bittorf@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212 with questions
CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORZIER REPORT, DUE December 1st:  Information for charter school authorizers is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/charter-schools/information-authorizers.  On this page select “Submit Annual Report to State Superintendent and Legislature”. Beginning in the 2016-17 school year and each year thereafter, charter school authorizers must submit, to the state superintendent and to the legislature under s. 13.172 (2), a report that includes all of the following:

1. An identification of each charter school operating under contract with the authorizer, each charter school that operated under a contract with the authorizer but had its contract nonrenewed or revoked or that closed, and each charter school under contract with the authorizer that has not yet begun to operate.

2. The academic and financial performance of each charter school operated under contract with the authorizer.

3. The operating costs the authorizer incurred while fulfilling its statutory duties, detailed in an audited financial statement prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.

4. The services the authorizer provided to the charter schools under contract with the authorizer and an itemized accounting of the cost of the services.

Authorizers may choose to use the department's technical assistance and templates in order to comply with this requirement:

•
Annual report technical assistance (http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Charter-Schools/doc/CS%20Authorizer%20Annual%20Report%20Technical%20Assistance.doc) 

See the report technical assistance document for submission instructions.  

•
Annual report template for authorizers (http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Charter-Schools/doc/CS%20Authorizer%20Annual%20Report%20Template.doc)

If you have questions regarding this new reporting requirement, please contact Latoya Holiday via email at latoya.holiday@dpi.wi.gov or via phone at 608-266-5880.
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