	Memorandum
State of Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction
	[image: image1.png]New

T







SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – SCHOOL FINANCE BULLETIN #504, February 13, 2013
QUALIFIED ZONE ACADEMY BOND (QZAB) ALLOCATION: The U.S. Treasury has provided the State of Wisconsin with $5,794,000 of QZAB issuance authority for the 2012 calendar year and an additional $5,794,000 for the 2013 calendar year. Through the federal Qualified Zone Academy Bond (QZAB) program, school districts may issue zero or low interest bonds to rehabilitate school facilities and obtain equipment for those school buildings with at least 35% of the student population eligible for free and reduced lunch. Applications are due May 1, 2013. Awards will be announced on or before June 1. 
For additional information on QZAB refer to http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_recovery. For questions please contact Brian Kahl, Auditor, by e-mail at brian.kahl@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 266-3862.
SPECIAL EDUCATION CATEGORICAL AID PAYMENT: The 2012-13 Special Education Aid computation worksheets for the February 19, 2013 State Special Education Aid payment are available at http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_sped_worksheets. (You can also access them from the SFS homepage by clicking “Special Education Aid” in the left-hand bar, and the “Categorical Aid Payments & Worksheets” link on the resulting page.) Questions regarding these computations should be directed to Daniel Bush at daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov or 608-267-9212.

2013-14 PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET: Preliminary 2013-14 pre-populated worksheets will be available the last week in February. There will be two versions of the worksheet. One will identify current law provisions, and the second will incorporate any changes proposed in the Governor’s Biennial Budget. Both will include base revenue from 2012-13 data as it is currently known and subject to change pending final revenue limit calculations. Please be aware the worksheets are for preliminary planning only, and will change as the budget moves through the legislative process. The SFS Team will provide periodic updates to the pre-populated worksheets as additional information becomes available. 
SCHEDULED PRESENTATIONS: 
[February 13 – WASDA New Superintendent Workshop]

[February 28 and March 1 - Federal Funding Conference, Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells]
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 [February 19 – Aid payment: SAGE, Special Ed]

UPCOMING WASBO WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES: Register at wasbo. com [Federal Funding Conference, Feb. 28 & March 1] 

[WASBO Spring Conference, May 7-10]

 

SCHOOL FINANCE CONTACTS:

[Brad Adams, Consultant: 608-267-3752 bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov]

[Erin Fath, Consultant: 608-266-3464  
erin.fath@dpi.wi.gov]

[Dan Bush, Consultant: 608-267-9212  
daniel.bush@dpi.wi.gov]

[Bruce Anderson: 608-267-9707  
bruce.anderson@dpi.wi.gov]

[Deb Brown, Assistant Director: 608-267-9209  debra.brown@dpi.wi.gov]

[Jerry Landmark, Director: 608-266-6968   jerome.landmark@dpi.wi.gov]

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE #503, February 6, 2013:

OPEB AND HRA/HSA GUIDANCE:  Two new documents have been added to the Accounting Issues and Coding Examples link under WUFAR on the left side scan bar on the School Finance Homepage or direct at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_wufaracct_code_ex.  The first document describes accounting for the various types of HRA and HSA accounts.  There is also a new Fund 73 document with detailed account descriptions and usage, and sample OPEB entries.  The Sample of Activity for OPEB has also been updated.  In addition to finding the two OPEB documents under Accounting Issues and Coding Examples, they are also located under the Benefit Trust Fund link on the left side scan bar or direct at:  http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_emp_benefit_trust_fund.  If you have any questions regarding OPEB, please contact Michele Tessner at michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov.

UPCOMING REFERENDA:  A listing of districts with referenda on February 19, 2013 and April 2, 2013 is available at: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_referendum.  If your district is having an upcoming referendum or multiple referenda, please review the list to make sure it has been reported to DPI.  If your district is having a referendum on either of those dates, and you do not see it listed on the appropriate list, please contact Michele Tessner at 608-267-9218 or michele.tessner@dpi.wi.gov as soon as possible.  State law requires a school district to notify the DPI within 10 days after adopting a resolution to hold a referendum. 

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS LISTSERV: To subscribe to this bulletin go to this link: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservsubscribe
To unsubscribe: http://sfs.dpi.wi.gov/sfs_listservunsubscribe
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